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CHAPTER I. 



CONFESSION SilNCTIONED AND ENJOINED BY 
THE ENGLISH CHURCH. 

Repentance unto life— pardon for past sin — 
peace with an offended God — ^power to serve 
Him in newness of life — a good hope of sal- 
vation — ^what ought we not to sacrifice, and 
do, and suffer, in order to secure blessings so 
inestimable, so infinite I 

Repentance is the gift of God, bestowed on 
men not for their own deservings, but on ac- 
count of the all-sufficient merits, and all-aton- 
ing Blood of Christ. The duty of sinners is to 
seek this most precious gift through the means 
which God has ordained. The duty of God's 
Ministers is to afford to sinners the means of 
repentance, and to urge upon them the duty. 
On all sides are guilty perishing souls — ^im- 
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penitent^ impardoned — some ignorant of their 
danger — some glorying in their shame — some 
touched with remorse^ and loathing their own 
comiption. Our work, as Grod^s ordained 
Ministers, is to bring these souls to Christ, by 
every means in our power — omitting no help 
that we can afford them — shrinking from no 
labour which may serve them. If from remiss- 
ness on our part — or from some false theory or 
prejudice which we have taken no care to re- 
move — souls for whom Christ died are lost for 
ever, on us will fall a heavy retribution. Who, 
with such a penalty before him — who, that had 
a true love for the souls of the brethren, would 
set himself against the use of any means of grace 
which have been sanctioned by the Church, 
and approved by the use of holy men, as effica- 
cious for the great work of bringing souls to 
repentance? Surely, they who discourage or 
neglect such means of grace must be deemed 
responsible for the souls which might have been 
brought to repentance, but are not. 

It is not part of my design to describe 
the various means whereby sinners have been 
brought to repent of their sins; still less to 
compare their efficacy. My present business is 
with one, which — if the records of the Church 
be not altogether fallacious, and the experience 
of the most holy men of all ages mistaken*— 
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has proved eminently successful in the work of 
saving souls : I mean Confession and Absolu- 
tion. 

There is a great prejudice in the Church of 
England against this Ordinance. It is true 
that our most eminent Divines have spoken 
unequivocally of its value and importance ; but 
practically it has fallen much into disuse. The 
same thing has taken place in other Churches 
with regard to other ordinances. In the Greek 
Churchy Preaching is almost entirely neglected. 
In the Romish Churchy the reading of the Holy 
Scripture is Uttle encouraged. So it is with 
Confession in our own. And as EngUsh Church- 
men could bear testimony to the members of 
the Bomish and Greek Communions of the 
great value of frequent Preaching, and of the 
comfort which the humble Christian feels from 
free access to the Word of Gt)d; so could 
they shew us undeniable evidence of the impor- 
tance of Confession. The different branches of 
the Church Universal need something of this 
mutual edification, and comparison of each 
other's practices. Deeply attached as we ought 
to be to our own branch of the Church Catho- 
lic, it is mere prejudice, unworthy of an en- 
lightened Christian, to suppose that we are the 
model for the rest of the world, and have 
nothing to learn, but all to teach. 
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Besides^ in point of fact^ our practice in respect 
to this Ordinance^ is much below the actual re- 
quirement of our own Church. I shall set down 
what the doctrine of the Church of England 
on this subject really is ; and it will be seen 
that the very general disuse of Confession^ so far 
&om being in accordance with the written doc- 
trine of our Churchy is a direct violation of it. 

The first occasion on which Confession is 
enjoined is in the Exhortation to communi- 
cate. All persons are strongly exhorted that 
they present themselves at the Holy Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper with due preparation: 
" The way and means thereto is ; First, to exa- 
mine your lives and conversation by the rule 
of God's commandments; and whereinsoever 
ye shall perceive yourselves to have ofiPended, 
either by word or deed, there to bewail your 
own sinfulness, and to confess yourselves to 
Almighty Grod, with full purpose of amendment 
of Hfe. And if ye shall perceive your ofiPences 
to be such as are not only against Grod but 
also against your neighbours, then ye shall also 
reconcile yourselves unto them, being ready to 
make restitution and satisfaction, according to 
the uttermost of your power, for all injuries and 
wrongs done by you to any other; and being 
likewise ready to forgive others that have of- 
fended you, as ye would have forgiveness of 
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your offences at God^s hand : for otherwise the 
receiving of the Holy Communion doth nothing 
else but increase your damnation. Therefore if 
any of you be a blasphemer of God, a hin- 
derer or slanderer of His Word, an adulterer, 
or be in malice, or envy, or in any other 
grievous crime, repent you of your sin, or else 
come not to that Holy Table : lest after the 
taking of that Holy Sacrament the devil enter 
into you as he entered into Judas, and fill you 
full of all iniquities, and bring you to destruc- 
tion both of body and soul. 

''And because it is requisite that no man 
should come to the Holy Communion but with 
a full trust in God^s mercy, and with a quiet 
conscience, therefore, if there be any of you, 
who by this means cannot quiet his own con- 
science herein, but requireth further comfort or 
counsel, let him come to me, or to some other 
discreet and learned Minister of God's Word, 
and open his grief; that by the ministry of 
God's Holy Word he may receive the bewfit of 
Absolution, together with ghostly counsel and 
advice, to the quieting of his conscience, and 
avoiding of all scruple and doubtfulness. '' 

The next occasion on which our Church en- 
joins the Ordinance of Confession is in the 
Visitation of the Sick. After certain Prayers 
and Exhortation it is directed : *^ Here shall the 
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sick person be moved to make a special Confess 
sion of his Sins, if he feel his conscience troubled 
with any weighty matter. After which ConfeS" 
sum tlie Priest shall absolve him (if he humbly 
and heartily desire it) after this sort : Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath left power in His Church 
to absolve all sinners who truly repent and 
believe in Him, of His great mercy forgive Thee 
thine offences; and by His authority committed 
to me, I absolve thee from all thy sins, in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost/' 

As the following argument is based almost 
exclusively on these instructions of our Church, 
I would request the reader to bear in mind the 
precise terms in which they are delivered. 

Now first, we have in these Formularies, and 
especially in th^ latter, the principle of the 
Ordinance most distinctly and unequivocally 
recognised. '^Here shall the sick person be 
moved to make a special Confession of his Sins, 
if he feel his conscience troubled with any 
weighty matter." No Church on earth more 
distinctly recognizes the principle both of Con- 
fession and Absolution than the Church of 
England does. We are quite sure that our 
Church does not consider it improper or unne- 
cessary, or an undue assumption of authority 
on the part of the Priest to hear Confession 
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and give Absolution. On the contrary^ she 
gives most positive directions on the subject. 
It is as peremptory an instruction in point of 
form as when it is said '' Here followeth the 
Sermon/' or ''Here followeth the Litany." The 
Minister is no more left to his discretion in one 
than the other. He might just as well omit 
the Sennon after the Nicene Creed, or the 
Litany in its proper place, as omit the instruc- 
tion with regard to Confession. It is not left 
to the sick person's own suggestion. He 
^ shall be moved to make a special Confession ;" 
the Priest is not to wait until the sick man 
makes the proposal, but is himself to suggest the 
propriety of Confession. And the Confession 
is to be "special'' — ^not a general Confession of 
imworthiness, an acknowledgment that he is a 
miserable sinner, and that he has done many 
things which he ought not to have done, and 
left undone many which he ought to have done. 
This is not the Confession which he is to be 
moved to make, but a special Confession of the 
particular sins of which he has been guilty. 
And so in the Exhortation to Communicants, 
every time the Communion is announced, the 
Minister is directed to invite all persons who 
have been guilty of sins which disquiet their 
conscience in spite of their own endeavour to 
repent, — whether they be blasphemers of 
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6od^ or adulterers^ or living in maKce or eavj, 
or any other grieyous crime^ or any sin that 
disquiets their conscience — all these are to he 
exhorted to go to some learned and discreet 
Minister of Grod^s Word^ and open their grief; 
i.e.^ make Confession of their sins^ in order that 
they may receive the benefit of Absolution^ to- 
together with ghostly counsel and advice. 

I am quite at a loss to know what those 
persons can mean who say that an English 
Oergyman ought not to inmte Confession, when 
it is so plainly said that, in visiting sick persons, 
he shall move them to confess their sins, and 
shall not only invite, but enjoin, and charge 
those who cannot quiet their conscience before 
each Communion to go to some learned and 
discreet Minister. 

From what has been said, it is surely beyond 
a doubt that the Church of England recognizes 
the principle of Confession, and enjoins its 
practice. The only question is with regard to 
the frequency of it ; whether the recommenda- 
tions of the Church are to be considered as 
instances or exceptions ; whether our Church, 
like other branches of the Church Catholic, 
recognizes the Ordinance generaUy, and enjoins 
it on these special occasions ; or whether, by 
enjoining it specially on these occasions, she 
is to be taken to prohibit it on others? 
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On the face of the Formularies^ as we hsM 
them in the Prayer Book^ there is no pro- 
hibition whatever respecting Confession. The 
principle is recognized^ certain special occasions 
for administering the Ordinance are enjoined^ 
and no hint of prohibition is suggested. Con- 
sequently^ it would seem that the Minister is at 
perfect liberty to use the Ordinance as often as 
the salvation or spiritual comfort of his people 
seem to require it. I suppose no Ecclesiastical 
Court would for a moment entertain the notion 
that such a practice was irregular. 

But it has been said that we must look to 
the times when our Formularies were cast into 
their present shape^ and we shall see that 
whereas in the First of Book of Edward VI. 
Confession was distinctly recognized, and pro- 
vision made for its right performance ; all that 
portion of our Formularies, except in regard to 
the special occasion above mentioned, has in the 
Second Book been omitted ; and it is contended 
that when we take into consideration the known 
character and principles of the Reformers, the 
omission of the instruction is to be taken as 
a prohibition. 

I cannot admit the soundness of this argu- 
ment. In the first place, we are to take the 
Prayer Book as we find it — as Divine Provi- 
dence has preserved it to us. We are to 
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interpret it in its plain grammatical sense^ not 
according to the supposed principles of any set 
of persons. We have too little knowledge of 
the precise circumstances of the compilation of 
the Prayer Book to judge what is the animus 
of its different portions, except from what we 
find actually contained in the Book itself. It 
has sometimes been said that the BrCformerB 
of our Prayer Book were averse to the Catholic 
doctrine of the Sacraments. Some may have 
been so, but it is unquestionable that the 
majority were not.* The Prayer Book itself 
famishes abundant evidence of this fact. So 
with regard to Confession, if the Reformers 
of the Second Book of Edward VI. were really 
as averse to Confession as some modem writers, 
why did they not prohibit it? They have 
distinctly prohibited other Ordinances and 
doctrines of which they disapproved. "The 



* What information we have of the transactions of those 
times goes to prove that the principal English Reformers, as 
Cranmer, Ridley, and Bucer, could not be prevailed on by 
the more ultra Reformers, such as Peter Martyr, to give up 
the Catholic doctrine of the Sacraments : those who were for 
carrying what they termed Reform farther were left in the 
minority. There is a remarkable Letter of Peter Martyr 
lately published which proves this point unquestionably. My 
information is derived chiefly from a Pamphlet by the Rev. 
F. C. Massingberd, called " A Letter to the Rev. William 
Goode, M. A., shewing that the opinions of Cranmer,*Ridley, 
and Bucer concerning Holy Baptism were opposed to those 
contained in a Letter of Peter Martyr." 



BY THE ENGLISH CHURCH. 11 

Eomish doctrine concerning Purgatory, pardon, 
worshipping and adoration as well of Images as 
of Reliqnes, and also Invocation of Saints, is 
[declared to be] a fond tiling vainly invented, 
and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, 
but rather repugnant to the Word of God/' 
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not 
by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worshipped. Extreme Unction is 
intimated to have "grown up from the corrupt 
following of the Apostles." In short, in other 
cases, where the Reformers disapproved a doc- 
trine or practice, there is a distinct prohibition 
or censure of it. Why not in the case of 
Confession and Absolution, if they designed to 
prohibit them ? So far from being prohibited, 
they are, in certain cases, enjoined. The principle 
is approved. But it is argued that the feelings 
and wishes of the Reformers were against the 
use of this Ordinance, except under the circum- 
stances specified. If so, I ask, why did they 
not prohibit it on other occasions ? Clearly for 
one of two reasons : either, those who desired 
to prohibit it were in a minority ; or else, the 
Providence of God restrained them. 

I do not myself think that the phenomena of 
the English Reformation can easily be accounted 
for without reference to a special superintending 
Providence. When reformation was needed^ 
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and other nations rushed madly into extremes^ 
rooting up and destroying^ instead of amending 
and reformings God in His mercy placed a curb 
on the Reformers of the English Church, and 
prevented them from being guilty of the same 
extravagance. He preserved to us our Episco- 
pacy, and our Apostolic Succession, whereby 
our Church is linked with the Church Catholic ; 
He preserved our Liturgy, and Apostolic doc- 
trine, and all the essentials of Catholic truth 
and usage. Amongst other things, He preserved 
to us the Ordinance of Confession. Whether 
it was that by a special providence He prevented 
its condemnation when, from the temper of 
some of the leading Reformers, such a course 
might have been expected; or whether, using 
secondary means, as seems more probable. He 
put it into the hearts of the majority of those 
through whom the Reformation was eflfected to 
retain this Catholic usage, the following facts 
are undoubted, — that the principle of Confession 
and Absolution is fully recognized in our Formu- 
laries ; that its practice on certain occasions is 
recommended, or rather enjoined; and its prac- 
tice on other occasions is nowhere prohibited. 

It does not follow from this that no change 
took place at the Reformation in respect to the 
practice of Confession. On the contrary, a 
very great alteration was made. The difference 
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between the Bomish system and our own is 
this : that the Bomish system is compulsory 
and periodical^ ours is not so. The Bomish 
practice rests on the orders of the Council of 
Lateran — " Omnia utriiisque seanis" &c. " Let 
every one of either sex^ after he shall have 
arrived at years of discretion^ faithfully confess 
all his sins to his own Priest at least once a 
year^ and study to fulfil the penance enjoined to 
him," — this under penalty of prohibition from 
the Holy Communion. There is no such law 
in the English Church; though enjoined in 
particular cases. Confession is not enforced by 
any penalty, except that of losing the benefit 
which the proper and timely use of this Ordi- 
nance would afford. 



CHAPTER II. 



CONFESSION ENJOINED BEFORE COMMUNION. 

My argument is this: that the principle of 
Confession and Absolution being clearly recog- 
nized in our Formularies, and the practice 
enjoined on certain occasions, and nowhere 
forbidden on others, therefore it is left open to 
the Clergy to use them at all times when they 
are requisite for the health of souls. 

But possibly to some this may not appear a 
sound argument. Those who are prejudiced 
against Confession may still maintain that it is 
not to be practised except on the special occa- 
sions when it is enjoined. Even of those who 
approve the practice, some may prefer to keep 
exactly to the Church's rule. And yet I would 
appeal to any Bishop or Priest, whether favour- 
able or not to the practice, provided only he be 
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sincerely anxious for the salvation of souls, 
whether, if a poor sinner came to him to open 
his griefs under any circumstances, he would 
have the heart to drive him from him, for the 
sake of his theory. I do not think that any 
truly Christian Minister would do so. It would 
be doing just as the Priest and Levite did, 
when they passed by the wounded man. I feel 
sure that, practically, there is not a really 
earnest parochial Priest who would not at once 
accept the Confession of one who came to him 
in humble penitence. And if he would do so 
in one case, the question is conceded; for if a 
hLundred came he would not reject them. I 
believe that in reality many Clergymen are 
constantly appealed to by members of their 
congregation who desire to open to them their 
spiritual griefs, and do not hesitate to receive 
such Confession. 

However, as there is a strong prejudice 
in some quarters against the practice of Con- 
fession, principally, as I apprehend, amongst 
persons who are partisans of a school — or at 
least so habituated to party views as to be 
unable to judge of things simply on their own 
merits — I shall not base the following remarks 
on the supposition, which I believe to be the 
true one, that the hearing Confession is de- 
signedly and Providentially left open by our 
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Church to the discretion of her Ministers^ but 
I shall keep strictly and technically to the 
words of our Formularies. Nor do I think 
that by so doing I shall give up any thing to 
the opponent of Confession^ because it will be 
seen^ on looking carefully at the special occa- 
sions on which Confession is enjoined, that they 
are far more comprehensive than at first sight 
' might be supposed. 

The first special occasion is in order to enable 
persons to come to the Holy Communion with 
a quiet conscience. This, if rightly viewed, 
will embrace a very wide circle indeed. We 
know that this Sacrament is essential to the 
soul^s health of every person. "Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, except ye eat the Flesh of the 
Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye have no 
life in you.'' Like Baptism, it is declared 
by our Church to be " generally necessary to 
salvation;'' not absolutely necessary, because 
it may happen that the opportunity may be 
wanting, and God does not require of men 
what they cannot perform. But as, under 
ordinary circumstances. Baptism is necessary 
in order that we may become Christians, so is 
Communion necessary that we may continue 
so. Wilfully to refuse Holy Communion argues 
a sinfulness or forgetfcdness of God, incom- 
patible with a state of grace. 
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The Church of England* requires of all her 
children that they shall partake of the Holy 
Communion three times at the least in every year, 
of which Easter shall be one; and ''so many 
as intend to be partakers of the Holy Conmiu- 
nion shall signify their names to the Curate at 
Jeast some time the day before/^ No one will 
say that this is too frequently for their souls' 
health. Persons leading a regular Christian 
life could not surely do less. But let us look 
only at the actual state of things in ahnost 
every Parish in the land. Instead of coming 
to the Holy Communion three times in every 
year, I suppose it is scarcely too much to say 
that nine-tenths of the population never come 
at all; and this either from utter ungodhness, 
or from an inward conviction that they are 
quite unworthy of the privil^e. And is not 
this feeling generally most true ? Would they 
not be only adding to their condemnation, if 
they approached the Holy Table in their pre- 
sent state of unfitness? Thousands are utterly 
ignorant of the nature of the Sacrament — as 
they are of the very elements of Religion. 
They hardly know what it means, or how they 
ought to set about to partake of it worthily. 
We are accustomed to think that the Commu- 

* In the Twenty-first Canon, and in the Rubric at the 
end of the Communion Service. 
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nion is intended only for certain respectable 
persons in a Parish. Those who are well to do 
in the world are 'rather expected to come ; the 
better sort of servants in Respectable families, 
some few heads of families amongst the poor, 
and old persons. We forget that the exhorta- 
tation is addressed to all in this Christian land. 
The Table is spread for all : to all the exhorta- 
tation is addressed, that ^'for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake they will not refuse to come there- 
to, being so lovingly called and bidden by God 

Himself lest withdrawing themselves from 

this Holy Supper they provoke God^s indigna- 
tion against them'^ : all are exhorted to prepare 
themselves ; and if they cannot do so, they are 
invited to go for counsel and advice to some 
discreet and learned Minister, whose duty it is 
to listen to their griefs, and aid them with his 
counsel and advice. I would ask the opponents 
of Confession, How many of the myriads that 
crowd our cities are in a fit state to partake 
of the Holy Communion ? and. How many of 
these poor sinners could by any means, without 
help, bring themselves to that state of faith 
and repentance which is required of those who 
would approach it worthily ? Would any one 
forbid those unhappy persons, if God should 
touch their hearts with compunction, to go to 
God^s Minister and open their griefs ? Why^ 
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if all those who were unfit to communicate^ and 
could not rightly prepare themselves, were to 
repair, as they are invited, to God^s Minister, 
I suppose, in many Parishes, his doors would 
be besieged by penite^ts for weeks before the 
celebration. One hears sometimes of revivals. 
I have myself known a single Sermon double 
the number of Communicants. Suppose a Bor- 
romeo were to arise among our Bishops, who 
should spread amongst the population of his 
Diocese an enthusiasm to repent from their 
sins and serve God, the number of persons 
coming to open their grie& to God's Ministers, 
instead of being, as they are now, few and far 
between, would be counted by thousands and 
tens of thousands. 

To me it appears the most unchristian and 
unholy thing imaginable to them to discourage 
the access of penitents to their Parochial Pastor, 
or others in whom they may have confidence. 
I venture to say that there is nothing a good 
Pastor so intensely longs for, as these opportu- 
nities of confidential communication with the 
poor penitent souls which seek for pardon and 
peace. 

But to pursue the argument* I have sup- 
posed that nine-tenths of the population are 
habitual non-Communicants, and therefore not 
in a state of grace. And I have supposed that 
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the large majority of these are^ from ignorance 
and long ungodliness^ utterly unable to prepare 
and turn themselves so as to be in a fit frame. 
It matters very little whether I have over-stated 
or under-stated the numbers ; no one can for a 
moment doubt that there are thousands in the 
state I have described. But let us now take 
the other tenth — ^the regular or occasional Com- 
municants. Are we quite sure that they are 
always in a fit state for communicating^ or 
really know the serious nature of what they 
are doing? or, if not fit, would they be able 
to render themselves more so ? It is very pos- 
sible to have an over-scrupulous fear. Many 
persons no doubt abstain from communicating 
for fear of eating and drinking their own dam- 
nation, and lest, after '^ taking of that Holy 
Sacrament [unworthily] the devil should enter 
into them as he entered into Judas, and fill 
them foil of all iniquities, and bring them to 
destruction both of body and soul." Many 
fear this, and abstain, and so lose this inesti* 
mable benefit ; not knowing that the Church 
provides a remedy, and invites them to go to 
one of her Ministers, who would shew them 
how to repent, and absolve them from their 
sins, so that they might partake with fitness 
and comfort. But if there are many who 
abstain, there are, I apprehend, many also who 
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partake with too little scruple ; from habit^ or 
for the sake of respectability — ignorant of the 
real holiness of the Sacrament^ and of the need 
of holiness on the part of those who receive it. 

What does the Church require of those 
who come to the Lord's Table? ''To examine 
themselves whether they repent them truly of 
their former sins^ have a lively faith in GroA'% 
mercy through Christy stedfastly purposing to 
lead a new life and be in charity with all 
men.'' The words of the Exhortation are even 
more pointed : " so to search and examine your 
own consciences (and that not lightly and after 
the manner of dissemblers with God ; but so) 
that ye may come holy and clean to such a 
Heavenly Feast^ in the marriage garment re- 
quired by God in Holy Scripture, and be 
received as worthy partakers of that Holy 
Table." 

They are no light things that are required in 
order to be a worthy Communicant — "true re- 
pentance/' ''lively faith," " stedfast purpose of 
amendment." How many, even amongst fre- 
quent Communicants, might well doubt whether 
they had the necessary requirements — whether 
they had the true "wedding garment required 
by God in Holy Scripture"? whether they 
had sincerely "bewailed their own sinfulness in 
will, word, or deed, with full purpose of amend- 
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* ment of life ''? A single grave sin unrepented, 
an evil habit unreformed, the withholding of 
satisfaction or restitution for a single wrong 
committed, might well disquiet the conscience, 
and make a person doubt whether he should 
receive a blessing from communion. 

We cannot discern what is in the hearts of 
our fellow-men. Judging, however, from their 
actions and general conduct— judging, perhaps, 
from our own experience— we may entertain 
serious doubt whether many of those who most 
regularly, and still more of those who only 
occasionally come to the Holy Communion, 
might not well entertain scruples, and be dis- 
quieted in conscience, as to their real fitness to 
partake of that Holy Sacrament ; and, in that 
case, whether their most prudent course would 
not be to seek the ghostly counsel and advice 
of some discreet Minister of God's Word, with 
a view to repent more truly of their sins, and 
receive the benefit of Absolution? If all of 
those who come to the Lord's Supper were duly 
impressed with the need of coming with a clear 
conscience, and considered well how many re- 
quisites there are for due preparation, and how 
diiBcult it is for persons living in the world 
to attain a spiritual frame of mind, there would 
be no lack of applicants for Confession, even 
amongst regular Communicants — not to speak 
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of the multitudes who never communicate, and 
at whose souls' imminent peril it would be to 
do so, without a far more searching and skilfiil 
examination than, without assistance, they could 
give to their own souls. Taking then this one 
case of preparation for Communion, a Parochial 
Pastor would have enough to do if aU who 
really require his aid were to come to him to 
open their griefs. 



CHAPTER III. 



CONFESSION ENJOINED TO THE SICK. 

But there is another special occasion for Con- 
fession — the case of sick persons. "When any 
person is sick, notice shall be given to the 
Minister : who coming to the sick man^s house 
shall say. Peace be to this house and all that 
dwell in it/' Then follows the Service for the 
Visitation of the Sick, in the middle of which 
this order is given : "Here shall the sick person 
be moved to make a fecial Confession of his 
Sins, if he feel his conscience troubled with any 
weighty matter" 

Now it is contended by some that this in- 
struction of the Church applies only to very 
rare occasions, such as occur only now and 
then. It is surprising how people's notions are 
biassed by ordinary impressions. One seldom 
hears of Confession in our own Church, except 
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it may be in novels and romances. The de- 
nouement of some tragical tale is often made 
to depend upon a death-bed Confession. That 
is what people have got into their heads. They 
picture* to themselves a horrible scene of a 
murderer brought by remorse of conscience to 
reveal some long-past crime^ and point out the 
spot where the bones of his victim are buried : 
or some one who has long usurped a title and 
estate acknowledging a neighbouring peasant to 
be the rightful heir : or some old nurse con- 
fessing that she has changed two children in the 
cradle. These, I am persuaded^ in sober ear- 
nest, are the cases which people have in their 
mind when they hear the instruction of the 
Church that "the sick person shall be moved 
to make a special Confession of his Sins, if he 
feel his conscience troubled unth any weighty 
matter/^ 

But the the Church certainly had not in 
view any such rare and exceptional cases. In 
the first place, not a word is said of a death- 
bed repentance being contemplated ; sick per- 
sons generally are to be moved to confess their 
sins. Confession is with a view to repentance, 
and the best sort of repentance is one followed 
by amendment of Ufe. Such a repentance is 
far more valuable and trustworthy than one 
made in the last moments of existence — wrung 
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from the agonized sufferer by the terrors of 
immediate dissolution. What Clergyman does 
not constantly warn his Parishioners against 
trusting to a death-bed repentance ? If Con- 
fession be, as it is^ with a view to repentance, 
who would not encourage it to be made as soon 
as possible — while there is yet time to make 
restitution and reparation for wrong committed 
and to serve Gk)d in newness of life? The 
Church does not even hint at a sickness unto 
death, but speaks of any sickness. Every dili- 
gent Pastor is most anxious to turn to account 
those occasional sicknesses which occur during 
the life of most men. He hears, for instance, of 
one of his Parishioners having met 'with some 
accident, a broken limb it may be, which keeps 
him from his worldly occupation. He knows 
that the mind thus thrown out of its usual train 
of thought will begin to roam elsewhere, and 
he endeavours to give it a right direction. He 
sdsits the sick man — ^inquires kindly after his 
health — ^gradually introduces serious matters — 
puts him in mind that whatsoever his sickness 
is, he must ^'know certainly that it is God's 
visitation,'' and that it must assuredly be sent 
for some good purpose — ^probably "to correct 
and amend in him something that doth offend 
the eyes of his Heavenly Father." He points 
out that the Church invites the Confessions of 
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those who feel their conscience burdened with 
any weighty matter. It is not unKkely that 
this sort of conversation^ if earnestly pressed, 
may elicit the disclosure of some startling crime 
which ngne suspected. But in the present state 
of society this^ perhaps, is not frequent : sin is 
not of an atrocious character, but still not the 
less dangerous. The sick man, it may be, has 
nothing extraordinary to confess, and yet his 
conscience is burdened. He may be a sober 
and respectable member of society, and yet 
know that he is not Uving in a state of grace. 
He prays seldom, and without comfort ; avoids 
Church when he has a decent excuse, seldom 
approaches the Holy Communion; and then 
more for the sake of character than any benefit 
which he has found to be derived from it. In 
short, he fleels that he is an ungodly man — 
if not absolutely living without God in the 
world, yet without any love of God. He does 
not know w;hat it is to love the LovgL his Gt)d 
with all his heart, and soul, and strength. He 
has, most likely, thought of this before : but 
the cares and concerns of this life have put 
such thoughts out of his mind, or he has 
thought that a more convenient season would 
arrive for such serious consideration. Well, 
such a season has actually come. He is brought 
under the chastening Hand of God; he finds 
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himself removed by sickness from the busy 
scenes of li&; and^ being a man of sense^ he 
feels that if he is ever to amend his life, and 
become a sincere Christian, now is the time. 
He meets the advances of God's Minister with 
candour, and tells him plainly his state of 
mind; he confesses that in the midst of out- 
ward respectability — while performing all the 
duties of husband, father, neighbour, so as to 
be respected and esteemed — ^his heart is far 
&om God: though openly gay and cheerful, 
his soul is inwardly oppressed by a heavy 
burden which mars all his enjoyment. 

Now this state of mind — alas I how com- 
mon — ^may result from two causes : it may be 
the effect of present or past sin. In some, it 
is the result of some actual evil habit, some 
cherished sin, some habitual dishonesty in trade 
or business, some allowed hatred or malice, 
some neglect of known duty, some taint of 
scepticism^ But in a vast majority of cases, 
even if connected with some actual sin of this 
sort, it takes its origin from a much earlier 
source — it results from the sins of bygone days 
unrepented, unpardoned. The skilful Pastor is 
aware of this. He recalls the mind of the sick 
man to former passages of his Ufe, and gene- 
rally finds that the conscience is, in fact, bur- 
dened with some sins which, partly forgotten. 
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have never yet been repented of. The most 
common are the iiregalarities of youth ^hich, 
though no longer indulged in, have left their 
corruptions behind ; or it may be disobedience 
to parents in early youth, bad example set to 
younger brothers, which perhaps has caused 
their ruin; a course of idleness and folly at 
school, which the sinner feels has marred his 
usefulness; secret lusts of the flesh, perhaps 
some sin of more than usual magnitude in 
which, by evil example or solicitation, he may 
have ruined an immortal soul; perhaps some 
act of injustice of which he is enjoying the 
ill-gotten gain; habits of profaneness, irreve- 
rence, desecration of the Lord^s Day, neglect 
of Prayer or Holy Communion. Any one of 
these, let us be assured, is a " weighty matter.** 
So long as it remains unrepented of, it will 
weigh down the soul, and prevent the grace of 
God from entering in. Oh ! what multitudes 
of persons are in this condition — perlbns stand- 
ing fair in the world*s estimation, respected, 
beloved, usefiil members of society ; to outward 
appearance religious, yet, in fact ungodly ; and, 
what is more lamentable, unable to repent! 
And why ? Because they have the secret load 
of past or present sin at their hearts uncon- 
fessed, lying Uke a dead weight upon their 
conscience. The homely illustration of Origen 
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is remarkably applicable to this most common 
case. "As they who are troubled," he says, 
" with indigestion, and have any thing which is 
crude upon their stomachs, are not relieved but 
by proper evacuation ; so sinners who conceal 
their practices, and retain them within their own 
breasts, are almost choked by the malignity 
which they thus suppress. But by Confession 
and self-accusation they discharge themselves 
of their burden, and digest, as it were, the 
crudity which was so oppressive." The skilful 
Minister well knows this phenomenon of man^s 
nature. He knows that as it is useless to attempt 
to heal the wound while corruption remains 
within — so it is equally unavailing to patch 
up a superficial repentance while there remains 
the taint of unconfessed and unforgiven sin. 
No inward peace, no strength of purpose, no 
true holiness, can be obtained until the hidden 
load of sin be put away and pardoned. And 
it should be particularly noted that it makes 
no difference whether the person so affected be 
conscious of the load of guilt, or unconscious. 
When flagrant sins have been committed, it is 
difScult for the sinner not to be aware of it — 
though it is wonderful how men are blinded to 
their real state ; but in a large number of cases 
the ailment of the sinner is simply the feeling 
of present ungodlinesss, and it is the duty of 
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the Minister of Grod to extract from him the 
Confession of the sins of his past life^ which 
are the real source of his ungodUness. 

To what an infinite number of cases do these 
observations apply ! cases of persons who in 
youth or middle life, or in more advanced age, 
are, by the great mercy of Grod, afiSicted, not 
it may be with any fatal or dangerous disease, 
but with some sickness which takes them out of 
their ordinary occupation, forces them to think, 
gives them leisure to analyse their spiritual 
state, and to put into effect resolutions of amend- 
ment which perhaps they have often cherished, 
and make a searching examination into the 
state of their souls. Happy for them if they 
have the benefit of consulting some discreet 
and learned Minister of God's Word, who is 
able to assist them in the great work of repent- 
ance, to kindle into a flame the smoking of the 
flax which the pressure of the world's business 
might otherwise quench; to teach the soul in 
its perplexity to unravel its own intricacies, and 
discover the true secret of the disease by which 
it is perishing. Neglect or unskilful treatment 
might be fatal; the aid of a pious and discreet 
Minister in the character of Confessor, simply 
conforming to the order of the Church, as set 
forth in the Visitation Service, might lead to 
the happiest results. 
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We have considered the case of a person 
brought to serious thought by some casual sick- 
ness, which without endangering life may have 
withdrawn him from the busy scenes of the 
world, and led him to review his spiritual state. 
But how much more forcibly do all these obser- 
vations apply if the sickness be unto death ! 
" They/' says Hooker, " which during life and 
health are never destitute of ways to delude 
repentance, do notwithstanding oftentimes when 
their last hour draweth on, both feel that sting 
which before lay dead in them, and also thirst 
after such helps as have been always, till then, 
unsavoury/' If the sick man knows himself 
to be on the confines of another world — about, 
ere many days or hours have passed, to be sum- 
moned to his last account — alas I many a thing 
that in the days of youth and health appeared 
light and trifling will be a ''weighty matter" 
then. Sins little thought of when committed, 
long forgotten, will revive before his anxious 
mind, and oppress him with an intolerable load. 
One unrepented, unpardoned sin is a weighty 
matter to a dying man — the remembrance of 
it will be grievous to him, the burden of it 
intolerable. It is not only the murderer, or 
adulterer, or oppressor of the fatherless and 
widow, or the possessor of unjust gain, that 
will feel his conscience burdened with a weighty 



C0NiP£S8I0N ENJOINED TO THE SICK. 33 

matter; but I suppose there are very few 
indeed on whose conscience some burden does 
not TOst which were far better removed while 
there is yet time. Here, then, is a wide field 
for the Priest in his office of Confessor. All of 
us must suflFer sickness — all of us must one day 
lie on our death-bed — unless cut oflF by « sud- 
den stroke. All of us the Priest is bound, 
therefore, to " move to make special Confession 
of our sins," if we find our conscience troubled 
by any weighty matter ; and where is the man 
whose conscience is so clear that there is 
nothing for which he would not desire to make 
his forgiveness sure ? 

We see, then, that if we look at the instruc- 
tion of our Church in the most limited and 
technical point of view, there is a very wide field 
©pen for the office of the Confessor. It is 
manifest, however, that there are other chastise- 
ments, as well as sickness, whereby Ood calls 
sinners to repentance. Pecuniary losses often 
afflict men more severely even than sickness; 
domestic bereavements often open the heart to 
the reception of Divine truth. How ai-e we to 
treat such cases ? Is there any one who will 
say that if an afflicted member of his flock 
were, under such circumstances, to come to him 
and beseech him to allow him to open his griefs, 
he would sternly reject him, and tell him that 
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he must wait till he was sick, in addition to his 
other misfortunes? that the rules of the Church 
forbade him to listen to him till then? that if 
he was sick it would be his duty to move him 
to make special Confession of his sins; but if 
he is only ruined in fortune, or suffering from 
the loss of those most dear to him, he cannot 
listen to the disclosures of his spiritual state 
which he desires to make ? I admit that the 
strict letter of the Rubric does not provide for 
such cases. But who would hesitate as to the 
course he must pursue? If any one really 
does doubt, his remedy is to resort to the Bishop 
of the Diocese. "And if the Bishop of the 
Diocese be in doubt, then he may send for the 
resolution to the Archbishop." Few, however, 
would be likely to entertain any doubt in 
respect to what the duties of his office, and the 
conunon dictates of humanity, required him to 
do in such a case. Although the published 
opinion of some Bishops and Priests might, if 
strictly acted up to, oblige them to adopt this 
harsh rule of conduct, yet I question whether 
there is one who would act consistently, by 
sternly rejecting the poor trembling penitent 
who sought to pour his griefs into the bosom of 
ft OQmforter and adviser. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

• 



OBJECTIONS CONSIDEEED. 

Judging from the testimony of eminently holy^ 
men^ there cannot^ I think^ be a reasonable 
doubt that in those Churches where Confession 
is generally used^ multitudes of persons have 
been saved by means of it : many who would 
never have repented^ from not knowing how to 
set about it, have, from the circumstance of 
being brought by means of Confession into 
communication with Ministers of God, been 
led by their agency to forsake their sins and 
serve God in newness of life, and so have 
attained eternal salvation. 

Nor less can it be doubted that in our own 
Church many souls have been lost by the prac- 
tical desuetude of this holy Ordinance, aad firom 
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Ministers not acting up to the requirement of 
their own Formularies. 

In the hope of contributing to remove the 
prejudice which in this country exists with 
regard to Confession, I shall, before proceeding 
with the subject, pause to notice the objections 
which have#been urged against it. 

It should be premised that those persons who 
object to Confession object to an Ordinance 
recognized by our own Church, and enjoined 
in such a manner that, if the injunction were 
followed out in spirit as well as letter, the 
practice of Confession would, as I have already 
shewn, be of very frequent occurrence. It 
might seem, therefore, almost superfluous to 
advert to the common objections which are 
often urged against the practice, because the 
plain order of the Church overrules all such 
objections. Still it may tend to remove preju- 
dice if it be shewn of how little moment such 
objections are when compared with the immense 
advantages of the Ordinance. 

It is objected first, generally, that certain 
practical evils have been found to arise from the 
use of Confession, and it may be at once ad- 
mitted that such is the case. But what then? 
It is scarcely a paradox to assert that the 
existence of evils is of itself a proof of the value 
of the Ordinance. Those who have faith in the 
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mysteries of the invisible world will be aware 
that it is^ so to speak^ the policy of Satan to 
use the greatest exertion to mar that which is 
most excellent — to poison that which is most 
wholesome. K the Ordinance of Confession 
were not eminently conducive to the rescuing 
of souls from his power, he would not so strive, 
as he does, to throw discredit on it. What 
holy Ordinance is there which he does not thus 
endeavour to pervert? In Prayer, for instance, 
what efforts does he make to distract our minds, 
so that even when we have cast ourselves on 
our knees before Ood we cannot' be sure of not 
having our thoughts carried away to the ends 
of the earth. In the most holy of all Ordi- 
nances, the Blessed Eucharist, we know that it 
is possible to ''eat and drink our own dam- 
nation.^' Eminently holy men have declared 
that their worst temptations have come upon 
them at Communion. Why is this ? Because 
Satan too well knows the great value of the 
Sacrament not to do every thing in his power 
to destroy its efficacy by the suggestion of 
unholy thoughts. Preaching is another of the 
most effective of Christian Ordinances ; yet how 
many vain Preachers have been ruined by self- 
seeking, and destroyed the souls of their hearers 
by pandering to their itching ears, — ^how many 
careless Preachers have starved instead of fed 
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their hungry flocks^ — how many heterodox 
Preachers have led themselves and their hearers 
astray by their fiedse doctrine? Again — ^what 
an inestimable boon is the Word of (rod I yet 
we have an Apostle's authority that many have 
wrested it to their own destruction. 

Are we, then, to suppress the reading of Gt>d's 
Word, discontinue preaching, discourage Sacra- 
ments and Prayer, because they have been 
perverted to evil ends? Surely not. Why, 
then. Confession ? Our own Homilies, in treat- 
ing of the very subject, say, that "When any 
thing ordained by God is by the lewdness of 
man abused, the abuse ought to be taken away, 
and the thing itself suffered to remain.^' 

The evils of Confession are not such as 
cannot be remedied ; they arise from the abuse 
of the Ordinance, rather than from its legitimate 
use. 

Some of the evils attributed to Confession 
are of the most absurd character. It has been 
seriously argued, that Confessors are as bad as 
murderers, and ought to be put to death. 
Transportation is too good for them. And why 
so ? Because it is said that persons have con- 
fessed their intention of committing murder, 
and the Confessors have not revealed the in- 
tended crime, and therefore they are accessories 
before the fact. Before seriously commenting 
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on this most extraordinary charge^ it would be 
desirable to call on those who make it to bring 
forward some proof that the facts are as they 
state. I am very much inclined to doubt 
whether it is the practice of murderers to con- 
fess their murder beforehand. I question 
whether any ever did so. Of this I am quite 
sure, that the very best way to prevent mur- 
derers from committing the contemplated crime 
would be to persuade them to go to the Clergy- 
man of the Parish, and inform him of their 
intention; because, though he were precluded 
from revealing any thing told him under the 
seal of Confession, he would be able to use such 
arguments as would deter the murderer from 
his intention. But the whole charge is so 
utterly absurd that it is needless seriously to 
refute it. 

The most grave objection to Confession has 
reference to breaches not of the Sixth but 
Seventh Commandment. It has been alleged 
that the intimacy arising between the two sexes, 
and the circumstance of speaking on exciting 
subjects, has led to evil results ; that profligate 
Priests have made the Confessional the means 
of pandering to their passions; and that artful 
women have beguiled unwary Confessors. All 
this, I fear, is most true. Satan has contrived 
to poison the uses of this most important Ordi- 
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nance, as he has many others. But I do not 
know that seandalons cases are more common 
amongst Roman Catholic Priests, who hear 
Confession,, than they are with Wesleyan 
Preachers, or Ministers of other denominations 
— perhaps rather less so. At any rate, Confes- 
sion is far too important aa Ordinance to be 
given up on this account. If thousands of 
souls have been saved, as I am persuaded they 
have, by its instrumentality, it were most 
unreasonable* to abolish it on account of the 
occasional abuses which have arisen from it. 

Others have objected that by means of Con- 
fession, Priests have obtained great influence. 
This is at the bottom of the jealousy which 
exists in the country on the subject. English- 
men do not like to submit their judgment to 
that of another, at least in religious matters. 
In other matters it is not so. Perhaps, after 
all, it is rather a pretext than a real objection. 
Men do not choose to repent of their sins, and 
reform their evil habits; and to escape being 
urged to do so, they cry out that Confession 
gives an undue influence to the Priest. They 
will endure Sermons, because they apply most 
of what is said to their neighbours instead of 
themselves; and because when the Preacher 
has ended his Sermon the annoyance is, in a 
great measure, over ; there is no further urging 
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upon them to do what their conscience tells 
them ought to be done. Hence they tolerate 
the Preacher but not the Confessor. It is a 
clear case of want of faith; for where they 
bddeve their interests to be concerned, as in 
worldly matters^ people do not scruple to place 
themselves under the guidance of one whom 
they believe to be able to advise them. The 
sick man is ready to open all his bodily ail- 
ments to the physician — recounts to him all 
that he has sufipered in times past, as well as 
more recently, every circumstance of aggrava- 
tion or alleviation by which he hopes that his 
case may be fully understood, he mentions 
without reluctance, and takes the remedy pre- 
scribed, often without inquiring what it is. 
So the man in worldly embarrassment opens his 
whole case to his lawyer, unfolds all his cir- 
cumstances, and places himself entirely in his 
hands. 

Why does not a man like to be on terms of 
confidence with his Priest ? Because spiritual 
matters have not the same reality in his eyes 
as things temporal ; he feels his bodily ailments, 
he knows his worldly embarrassment — ^but he 
is not equally convinced of the ruined state of 
his soul : a most fatal mistake — as many, alas ! 
will find to their cost. 

There is another objection which, though not 
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SO frequently urged^ is perhaps of more real 
weight than any other — and that is the inapti- 
tude for the office which, from want of practice, 
and from neglect of studying the subject, most 
English Clergymen would experience if called 
on frequently to act as Confessors. It is true 
that there are many excellent Parochial Priests 
who devote much of their time to the visitation 
of their flocks, but the neglect of Confession 
sadly mars their usefulness. I would appeal to 
them whether they do not experience sad mis- 
givings as to the efficacy of their ministration; 
whether, after the most earnest labours amongst 
the Sick, they do not find that most of those 
who recover, and go forth to the world, too fre- 
quently disappoint their hopes ; and those who 
pass off one by one into another world leave 
behind them a sad uncertainty as to their 
spiritual state? What is the reason of this 
doubt and unsatifactoriness ? It is because so 
few Parish Priests obey the Church's injunction : 
** Here shall the sick man be moved to make a 
special Confession of his Sins, if he feels his 
conscience burdened with any weighty matter.'^ 
And even if a Minister is faithful to his trust 
and invites Confession, it is but rarely that he 
can get the sick man to confess, on account of 
the prejudice which has been raised against the 
Ordinance. The consequence is that the Pastor 
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knows very little of the real state of the sick 
man^s mind. He knows nothing of the early 
corruption which it has contracted^ nothing of 
its habitual sins^ its special temptations^ its 
peculiar doubts and perplexities. The sick man 
readily admits that he is a miserable sinner^ 
that he does not trust for salvation to his own 
righteousness — no, indeed, where is he that 
does? — but only to the merits of Christ his 
Saviour. But there has been none of that 
wholesome contrition which a retrospect of his 
past life, and an enumeration of his sins, would 
have caused ; nothing of that comfortable assu- 
rance that Ood has indeed put away his offences, 
which Absolution would have conferred; no- 
thing of that love and peace which an assiurance 
of pardon alone can give — all is vague uncer- 
tainty. One soul is much the same as another; 
all declare they are miserable sinners, and trust 
only in Christ ; all depart with these words on 
their lips — ^but whither, alas ! who knoweth ? 

The circumstance of Confession being liable 
to abuse, and the desuetude into which it has 
fallen amongst ourselves, though no arguments 
whatever against its legitimate use, yet lead 
to one important conclusion: namely, that it 
should be weU considered, and exercised under 
proper regulation. As it is. Confession is or- 
dered by the English Church, yet no single 
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diiectioii or caution is g^^en witli n^azd to the 
use of it. E^ery Priest is directed to describe 
liimself as a ''disonet and learned Minister of 
God's Word,'' and to inrite the members of his 
flock to open their grie& to him. One impor- 
tant step towards the beneficial reriral of this 
Ordinance would be the better edocation of the 
Clei^. Considering the yery defective educa- 
tion which English Priests Tcoeive^ the license 
which prevails at the Universitiesiy the absence 
of discipline amongst Candidates for Holy 
Orders, it may reasonably be feared that evil 
would arise if the practice of Confession were 
indiscriminately revived, and no regulations 
made in respect to it. " To be a good Priest — 
which is rare, veiy rare — ^a man should have 
lived a very regular life, apart from pleasure, 
ease, and bad company, given to Prayer and 
Sacraments/^ While such is not the case, pre- 
cautions are more than ever necessary, particu- 
larly in respect to young females; to debar 
whom from the privilege of Confession would 
be only less absurd than to debar all other classes 
on account of the dangers incidental to one 
class. Let the Confession of females take place 
in church, and under circumstances of solem- 
nity. Let elderly Priests of staid character 
only be licensed to hear the Confession of 
females under a certain age. Surely much of 
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the evil complaiiied of might be avoided by 
some such arrangements. There is a remark- 
able prejudice in the English mind against 
" Auricular Confession^': that is, the whispering 
into the ear of the Priest through a hole in the 
Confessional, and therefore perhaps such a mode 
of Confession is not to be recommended. No 
arguments would prevent uninstructed people 
from regarding it as Popish. What we want 
is simply to arrange the best means in which 
persons burdened with sins may be brought 
into communication with " learned and discreet 
Ministers,'^ and so be led to true repentance, 
and their oppressed conscience relieved by the 
consolation of the Blessed Oospel. 

But such arrangements come most properly 
under the Episcopal department. It is for 
Priests to consider how they may best cany- 
out the actual instruction of the Church — and 
it is in the hope of contributing to this result 
that the present volume is written. 



CHAPTER V. 



TESTIMONY OF ENGLISH DIVINES IN FATOVB 

OF CONFESSION. 

As a sequel to the foregoing chapter^ and with 
a view to obviate the notion that the practice of 
Confession is something unrecognized by the 
English Churchy I shall here set down a series 
of extracts from both the Reformers and most 
eminent Divines of our own Church, whose 
testimony confirms all that has been said of the 
legitimateness and high value of the Ordinance. 

Archbishop Cranmer. 

" God dothe not speake to us with a voyoe 
sounding out of Heaven. But He hath given 
the kayes of the kingdom of Heaven and the 
authority to forgyve synne to the Ministers of 
the Church. Wherefore let him that is a sinner 
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go to one of them: let him knowledge and 
confess his synne, and pray him that, according 
to God's commandment^ he will give him Abso- 
lution^ and comforte him with the word of 
grace and forgiveness of his synnes. And when 
the Minister doth so I ought steadfastly to 
believe that my synnes are truly forgiven me in 
Heaven/' — Art. 8, Cranmer's Works, t. iv. p. 
281 — 3, ed. Jenkyns. 

Bishop Latimbr. 

^^ But to speak of right and true Confession, 
I would to God it were kept in England ; for 
it is a good thing. And those which find 
themselves grieved in conscience might goe to 
a learned man, and there fetch of him comfort 
of the Word of God, and so come to a quiet 
conscience, which is better and more to be 
regarded than all the riches of the world.'' — 
Sermon on the 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. 

Bishop Ridley. 

*^ Confession unto the Minister which is able 
to instruct, correct, and inform the weak, 
wounded, and ignorant conscience, indeed I 
ever thought might do much good to Christ's 
congregation, and so, I assure you, I think to 
this day." — Letter to one Master West (see 
Eccl. Biog. vol. iii. p. 67). 
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Bishop Jbwbll. 

"Touching the third [private Confession], if 
it be discreetly used, without superstition or 
other ill, it is not in any wise by us reproved. 
The abuses and errors set apart, we do no more 
misUke a private Confession than a private 
Sermon/' — Defence of the Apology of the 
Church of England, ch. vi. Div. 1 — 11. 

HOOKBR. 

"For private Confession and Absolution it 
standeth thus with us : that the Priest's power 
to absolve is publicly taught and professed ; and 
the Church not deemed to have authority either 
of abridging or enlarging the use and exercise 
of that power." — Eccl. Pol. vi. 4, 15. 

Bishop Jbrbmt Taylor. 

" In all which circumstances, because we may 
be very much helped, if we take in the assistance 
of a spiritual guide : therefore the Church of 
Ood in all ages hath commanded, and in most 
cases enjoined, that we confess our sins, and 
discover the state and condition of our souls, to 
such a person as we, or our superiors judge fit 
to help us in such needs." — Holy Living, ch. iv. 
§ 9 of Repentance, p. 259, ed. Heb. 

" Confess your sins often, hear the Word of 
God, make religion the business of your life, 
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your study^ and chiefest care : and be sure that 
in all things^ a spiritual guide takes you in 
hand/^ — Golden Grove, Agenda No. 32. 

Again — '*That besides the examination of your 
conscience (which may be done in secret between 
God and your own soul), there is great use in 
holy Confession : which, though it be not gene- 
rally in all cases, and peremptorily commanded, 
as if without it no salvation could possibly 
be had; yet, you are advised by the Church, 
under whose discipline you live, that before 
you are to receive the Holy Sacrament, or when 
you are visited with any dangerous sickness, if 
you find any one particular sin or more that lies 
heavy upon you, to disburden yourself of it into 
the bosom of your Confessor, who, not only 
stands between God and you to pray for you ; 
but hath the power of the keys committed to 
him, upon your true repentance, to absolve you 
in Christ's Name from those sins which you have 
confessed unto him.'' 

Again — ''That having made choice of such 
a Confessor, who is every way quaUfied that you 
may trust your soul with hirja, you are advised 
.plainly and sincerely to open your heart to 
him .... That for the frequency of doing this 
|rou are to consult with your own necessities." 
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Bishop Overall. 

" Confession of sins must necessarily be made 
to them, to whom the dispensation of the mys- 
teries of God is committed. For so they which 
in former days repented amongst the Saints are 
said to have done/' 

Again — "Venial sins, which separate not 
from the grace of God, need not so much trou- 
ble a man's conscience. If we have committed 
any mortal sin, then we require Confession of 
it to a Priest.'' 

Archbishop Ussher. 

"We tell him againe that by the pubUcke 
order prescribed in our Church before the 
administration of the Holy Communion, the 
Minister likewise doth exhort the people, that 
if there bee any of them which cannot quiet his 
own conscience, but requireth further comfort 
or counsell, he should come to him or some 
other discreet and learned Minister of God's 
Word and open his griefs." " Bee it therefore 
known unto him, that no kinde of Confession, 
either publicke or private, is disallowed by us, 
that is in any way requisite for the due execu- 
tion of that ancient power of the Keyes which 
Christ bestowed upon the Church." — Answer 
to a Jesuit. 
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Archbishop Wakb. 

'^The Church of England refases no sort of 
Confession^ either public or private, which may 
be any way necessary to the quieting men's 
consciences, or to exercising that power of 
binding or loosing which our Saviour Christ 
has left in His Church. 

" We have our penitential Canons for public 
offenders. We exhort men, if they have any 
the least doubt or scruple, nay, sometimes 
though they have none, but especially before 
they receive the Holy Sacrament, to confess 
their sins. We propose to them the benefit not 
only of ghostly advice how to manage their 
repentance, but the great comfort of Absolution 
too, as soon as they shall have completed it. 

"When we visit one sick we never fail to 
exhort them to make a special Confession of 
their sins to him that ministers to them ; and 
when they have done it, the Absolution is so 
full, that the Church of Rome itself could not 
desire to add anything to it. 

"For the rest we think it an unnecessary 
rack to men's consciences to oblige them where 
there is no scruple to reveal unto their Con- 
fessor every the most secret fault, even of wish 
or desire, which the Church of Rome exacts; 
nor dare we pronounce this discipline sacra- 
mental and necessary to salvation; so that a 
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contrite sinner who has made his Confession to 
God Ahnighty shall not receive a pardon unless 
he repeat it to the Priest too. This we beg 
leave, with assurance, to say, is directly contrary 
to the tradition of the Church, and to many 
plain and undoubted places of Holy Scripture. 
And if this be all our Reformation is guilty of, 
that we advise not that which may torment and 
distract, but is in no way apt to settle men^s 
consciences, nor require that as indispensably 
necessary to salvation which we find no where 
commanded by God as sucb^ we assure Mr. 
De Meaux we see no cause at all either to re- 
gret the loss, or to be ashamed of the change.'^ 

Archbishop Sharps. 

*' Confession to a Minister is always law- 
ful, and sometimes highly expedient; and if 
people amongst us did more practice it, there is 
no doubt they would find both great comfort, 
and great benefit thereby.^' — T. 5, Serm. 11, 12, 
ed. 1734. 

DONNB. 

" This is the Sacrament of Confession ; so we 
may call it with a safe conscience ; that is, the 
Mystery of Confession; for Confession is a 
mysterious thing .... If God had appointed His 
Angels or His Saints to absolve me as He hath 
His Ministers, I would confess to them Men 
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come not willingly to this manifestation of 
themselves .... The more I find Confession^ or 
any religions practice^ repugnant to mine own 
nature^ the farther I will go in it.^^ 

Hbtlin. 

" For Confession to be made to the Priest, it 
is agreeable both to the doctrine and intent of 
the Church of England, though not so much to 
the practice as it ought to be.*' 

Bingham. 

" If we would be secure, we must use God's 
Ordinances as he has appointed them ; join the 
outward and the inward act together; let the 
repentance and obedience of our souls prepare 

the wav for the ministrv of His Priests : and 

• • ' 

then what sins they remit on earth will be 
remitted in Heaven.'' 

Bishop Kbn. 

'^ In case, Philotheus, you do find the exami- 
nation too difficult for you, or are afraid you 
Shan not rightly perform it, or meet with any 
scniples or troubles of conscience in the prac- 
tice of it, I then advise you, as the Church 
does, to go to one of your superiors in this place^ 
to be your spiritual guide ; and be not ashamed 
to unburden your soul freely to him, that, be- 
sides his ghostly counsel, you may receive the. 
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benefit of Absolution : for though Confession 
of our sins to God is only matter of duty^ and 
absolutely necessary^ yet Confession to our 
spiritual guide also is by many devout souls 
found to be advantageous to true repentance/' 
— ^Winchester Manual^ p. 45. 

COMBBR. 

*'With us it [Confession] is restored to its 
primitive uses, for we direct all men to confess 
to God ; but some, also, to confess their faults 
and reveal their doubts to the Priest, especially 
in these three cases: (1) When we are dis- 
quieted with the guilt of some sin already com- 
mitted : or, (2) when we cannot conquer some 
lust or passion : — or, (3) when we are aiBicted 
with any intricate scruples, particularly whether 
we may be fit to receive the Blessed Sacra- 
ment or no. If any of these be our case, then 
first we must choose prudently, prefering our 
own Minister if he be tolerably fitted, or else 
we may select another that is prudent and 
pious, learned and judicious; or who may 
manage these weighty concerns gravely and 
privately, and despatch it wisely and fully to our 
satisfaction." 

Bishop Sparrow. 

" He that would be sure of pardon, let him 
seek out a Priest, and make his humble Con- 
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fession to him : for Qod, who alone hath the 
prime and original right of forgiving sins, hath 
delegated the Priests His judges here on earth, 
and given them the. power of Absolution ; so 
that they can in His Name forgive the sins of 
those that humbly confess unto them.^' — 
Sermon before the University of Cambridge, 
A. D. 1637. Appended to the Rationale. 

Bishop Tomlins. 

" Confession of sin to God is an indispensable 
duty, and Confession to Priests may sometimes 
be useful, by leading to effectual repentance : 
and, therefore, our Church encourages its mem- 
bers to use confidential Confession to their 
Priest, or to any other Minister of God's Holy 
Word.''— On the 25th Article. 

Bishop Gunning, in his Visitation Articles, 
1679, inquires, [and it is a common inquiry — 
it occurs in Bishop Overall's Visitation, 1619 ; 
Bishop Andrewes', 1629 ; Montague's, 1638 ; 
Wren's, 1662] " If any person, sick or in health 
(especially before Holy Communion), finding 
his conscience troubled with any weighty matter, 
doth, for the quieting thereof, and for further 
counsel and comfort, unburden his conscience 
to his Priest or Minister, doth then the said 
Priest or Minister, upon special Confession of 
sins made, together with fruits meet for repent- 
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ance having been performed (to both which he 
is also by the Minister to be invited), upon his 
repentance^ administer to him Absolution, to- 
gether with ghostly counsel and advice ?'' 

That the practice of Confession is recognized 
amongst foreign Protestants we have the testi- 
mony of Hooker. 

"Concerning Confession in private, the 
Churches of Germany, as well the rest as 
Lutherans, agree that all men should at certain 
times confess their offences to Ood in the hear- 
ing of God^s Ministers, thereby to shew how 
their sins displease them; to receive instruction 
for the warier carriage of themselves hereafter ; 
to be soundly resolved, if any scruple or snare 
of conscience do entangle their minds; and, 
which is most natural, to the end that men may 
at God's hand seek every one his own parti- 
cular pardon through the power of those Keys^ 
which the Minister of God using according to 
our Blessed Saviour's institution in that case, it 
is their part to accept the benefit thereof, as 
God's most mercifdl Ordinance for their good, 
and, without any distrust or doubt, to embrace 
joyfully His grace so given them according to 
the Word of our Lord, which hath said, * Whose 
sins ye remit, they are remitted;' so that 
grounding upon the sure belief, they are to rest 
with minds encouraged and persuaded concern- 
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ing the forgiveness of all their sins, as out of 
Christ^s own Word and power by the ministry 
of the Keys/' 

We can adduce many proofs that the practice 
of Confession has been common in the Church 
of England since the Reformation. In the 
113th Canon is a direct proof of the common 
practice of Confession and Absolution at that 
period. ^'If any man confess his secret and 
hidden sins to the Minister, for the unburdening 
of his conscience, and to receive spiritual con- 
solation and ease of mind &om him, we do 
straitly charge and admonish him that he do 
not reveal and make known to any person 
whatsoever any crime or offence so committed 
to his trust and secrecy under pain of irregu- 
larity.^' 

'^Hooker and Saravia confessed to each 
other, and Bishop Sanderson, on his death-bed, 
called on his Chaplain to absolve him.''* 

These instances abundantly prove that the 
present prejudice against Confession is far from 
being in accordance with the general feeling 
and practice of the Reformed Church ; but that 
our most eminent Divines have, by precept and 
example, given their decided adherence and 
sanction to this important Ordinance. 

• Bp. of Exeter's Pastoral, p. 64. 
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Etckt Eoj^h C!la:g}mian may, as we haTe 
nieeiiy be called on^ in the eieraae of bis minis- 
terial dntjr^ to bear Confesmons. Ktheinstmc- 
tion of the Church were obsenred with any 
degree of strictness, — ^if all baptized persons^ 
who had arrived at the proper age, came to the 
Lord's Supper thrice, at the least, in each year, 
and before communicating, made that serious 
l^feparation which is required, in order that 
tboy might communicate with benefit to their 
Nouls, and not ri»k the heavy displeasure of God 
by coming to the Holy Table in an unfit state ; 
Mid if all those persons who could not satisfy 
their own conscience as to their fitness — who 
wcro nut sure of the liveliness of their faith. 
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the fervency of their charity, the reality of their 
repentance, and the sincerity of their resolution 
of amendment — ^were to go, as they are directed, 
to God's Ministers, and open their grief, and 
seek for ghostly counsel and advice; — and 
further, if all sick persons whose conscience 
was troubled with any weighty matter — ^that is, 
any single grievous sin, or sinful habit, unre- 
pented and unpardoned — were to make their 
special Confession to God^s Minister, — I ap- 
prehend that Parochial Pastors would have 
enough to do to hear the Confession of their 
Parishioners, and would be glad of all the help 
that they could get from any quarter to aid 
them in the right performance of their duties. 
And Clergymen must expect many more appli- 
cations of this sort than they have been accus- 
tomed to. The minds of men are becoming 
alive to the great value of the ordinance* The 
particular direction which the late religious 
movement has taken, has turned the thoughts 
of men to the practical parts of Religion. 
Evangelical Preaching had already taught men 
that they must live in faith and repentance. 
What men are now inquiring for is how to get 
faith, and how to get repentance ; and, by God^s 
grace, to secure them when gotten. Many a 
one who is fully convinced of his need of these 
graces, and eagerly desires them, yet feels that 
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he is neither faithful nor penitent. He has not 
carried out his convictions, nor put his resolu- 
tions in effect. He wants to know how to set 
about repentance — how to obtain faith. The 
Ministers of other communions profess to 
afford that help which is so essential. The 
Romish Priest has his regular Confessional; the 
Wesleyan has his class-meetings, and private 
system for the aid of the seriously affected. If 
the English Clergyman affords no similar aid 
to those who are burdened by the weight of 
their sins, but leaves them to repent or not 
repent as they can, of their own accord, it is to 
be feared that the more serious-minded of his 
flock will desert him for other communions — or, 
what is worse, their compunction of conscience 
will come to none effect from sheer want of 
encouragement ; and souls for whom Christ died 
will perish from neglect. 

What is the remedy for this evil? Simply 
that each Clergyman endeavour to qualify him- 
self rightly to perform a duty which the Church 
has laid upon him — a duty which he may be 
called on to perform at any moment, and which 
it is likely will be continually more and more 
required of him : that is, the receiving the Con- 
fessions of persons who are troubled in their 
mind, whether they be sick or whole. 

It is in the hope of giving some aid to the 
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Parochial Minister^ who feels his incompetence 
to perform the duty rightly, and yet is anxious 
to be ready to do his duty to the best of his 
power when called on, that I have put to- 
gether the following remarks, partly suggested 
from my own knowledge, partly gathered from 
the works of others. And I pray Grod to bless 
my endeavour to the good of His Church, of 
which I am a humble member. 

In the first place, then, there is no depart- 
ment of the ministerial function which requires 
higher qualifications than to receive Confessions 
to the profit of those who make them. The 
direction of souls has well been called the ars 
artium. Other parts of a Minister's duty may 
be performed creditably, and even profitably, 
with far less of that spiritual unction which is 
requisite for this employment. A Preacher may 
by talent, confidence, and assiduity, gather round 
him listening crowds. An aptitude for business, 
and activity of mind, may enable a man to 
manage his schools, and his clothing clubs, and 
his libraries ; a taste for architecture and music, 
will aid another in securing that dignity and 
beauty which is so desirable in the service of 
Almighty God ; a courteous and charitable dis- 
position will win for another the esteem of his 
Parishioners, and make him a popular Clergy- 
man. I am not supposing persons destitute of 
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true religious feeling, or speaking of valueless 
labours, I only mean that these departments 
of the ministerial office may be creditably 
performed with a comparatively low degree of 
spiritual advancement. But, when soul is 
brought into contact with soul, as the Confessors 
is with that of the penitent, then the highest 
Christian grace is requisite for the right per- 
formance of this labour of love. 

The first requisite is holiness. Without per- 
sonal holiness, the greatest ability is of com- 
paratively little use. It needs a personal 
experience of the love of God, a settled faith, a 
knowledge of the infinitude of God^s mercy, to 
be able effectually to lead another to experience 
these emotions. 

A deep devotion and love for God are re- 
quisite to give the Minister that ardent love for 
the salvation of souls which is the moving prin- 
ciple of his labour. To win one soul to Christ 
should be considered by him as the brightest 
jewel in his crown of glory. 

And to this end he must have the kindly 
affection of a father for his children. Far from 
shrinking from the most degraded sinner who 
comes to open his grief, he should receive him 
as a parent would receive a long lost erring son — 
as the good father in the parable received the re- 
turning prodigal, with compassionate affection. 
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Our Lord did not shrink from the tomb of the 
sinful Magdalene^ He received alike Publicans 
and Pharisees. So should Grod's Minister 
kindly welcome even the worst of sinners who 
come to him for help. And one way to avoid 
the feeling of disgust which might arise from 
such communication^ is to regard the sinner 
not as he has been^ nor even as he is^ but^ as he 
will be when washed by the Blood of Christ, 
cleansed from the stains of sin, his soul white 
as snow, like that of a newly baptized infant. 
This is the way in which God, to whom the past, 
the present, and the future, are all one, regards 
those who, though their sins are now crimson, 
yet he knows will be washed and pardoned ; he 
views them not as reprobates, but as elect and 
precious. And though the Minister of Gk>d 
cannot know for certain whether the penitent 
kneehng before him is one of God's elect, yet 
he knows that the very act which he is then 
performing is the best proof he can have that 
such is indeed the case. Therefore, he will shew 
no feelings of disgust, but rather of respect — 
respect, at least, for the sincerity and contrition 
which has brought him to humble himself before 
God. He will look upon him as one who may 
yet be one of God's most chosen vessels of 
honour. Whatever may be his feelings at 
hearing the recital of shame&l crimes, he will 
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carefully restrain every look, or gesture, or 
expression, which denotes disgust or horror ; he 
will preserve a calm, kind exterior — so that the 
penitent will derive great comfo^ from his de- 
mieanour, and will be encouraged to make a true 
and unreserved Confession, which otherwise he 
might have shrunk from through shame, and 
his heart will be softened with a confidence in 
God's love, and earnest hope of forgiveness. 
God's Minister will the rather be induced to 
compassionate and sympathize with the sinner 
from a knowledge of his own infirmity. Though 
his own sins may not have been so heinous, yet 
it may be only because his temptations have been 
smaller. At any rate, he will remember the 
admonition of the Apostle: ^^Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall :''* 
and the precept so applicable to the office of a 
Confessor : " Brethren, if a man be overtaken 
by a fault, ye that are spiritual restore such an 
one in the spirit of meekness, considering thy- 
self, lest thou also be tempted.^f 

Besides these excellent spiritual gifts, he who 
would exercise rightly this important function 
should have a certain tact and knowledge of 
character, a skill in detecting the real state of 
the penitent's mind, which may, in some degree, 
be attained by study and practice, as the 

♦ 1 Cor. X. 12, t Gal. vi. 1. 
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physidan's skill in respect to diseases of the 
body^ is gained by careful attention to the 
subject. The office of Confessor is^ in many 
respects^ analogous to that of physician. A 
patient enduring bodily suffering is often unable 
to tell the physician the actual seat of his disease. 
It is for the physician by his skill to discover the 
real ailment ; by hearing the symptoms detailed 
he is able to discern what is the malady under 
which the patient labours. Just so, the Minister 
of Gt>d will often have to detect the penitents 
spiritual disease by eliciting from him a detailed 
statement of his symptoms. And as the phy- 
sician's skiU consists in prescribing the remedies 
suitable to each case, in order to restore the 
patient to health and comfort, so it is with the 
Minister of Gh>d's Word. He has to apply the 
remedies therein contained to the special case 
of each soul; to minister to each ^'mind diseased.'' 
Whether his spiritual patient is suffering from 
want of faith, want of resolution, want of energy, 
the corruption of bygone sin, or some active 
habit of present sin ; all these spiritual maladies 
require to be treated according to their re- 
spective character, and he is the best spiritual 
physician who is able most skilfully to deal with 
them. Thus should the Confessor by skilful 
treatment unravel the intricacies of each several 
case, and apply to each the fittest treatment. 
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In his treatment of the case of penitents^ the 
two rocks on which the Confessor is apt to 
strike^ are too great rigour on the one hand^ and 
excessive indulgence on the other. God's honour 
must be maintained^ His holiness and unvarying 
hatred of sin must not be concealed^ the sin- 
fulness of sin must not be suppressed : at the 
same time the sinner must not be checked or 
alarmed. The disposition to confess and turn 
to God^ which the good Spirit has given^ is of 
too inestimable value to allow the slightest 
hazard to be run of choking or smothering it. 
Personal sanctity^ an earnest love of souls^ 
fatherly affection for the poor sinner^ tact in 
discernment and discrimination in treatment — 
these are the qualities which will enable the 
Confessor to perform his difficult task aright^ 
and win honour to God by the salvation of an 
immortal soul. 



CHAPTER VII. 



HINTS FOK JL FIRST CONFESSION. 

It will be readily seen that this chapter is by 
a different hand from the rest of the book. It 
is a Tract containing suggestions from a Minis- 
ter of God^s Word to one who is desirous of 
making Ck)nfession. The " Hints'' are so ad- 
mirable that I was glad of the permission to 
print them entire. 

" It is very desirable that the First Confession 
should be as complete as you can make it. It 
is the great turning point in life — ^the nearest 
to Baptism which anything after Baptism can 
be. For having, as far as you can, brought all 
your sins before God, in the presence of His 
Priest, having repented of all, and received His 
pardon for all, you may begin to devote the 
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residue of your life to Him. To facilitate this 
search into your whole past life^ it is best to 
divide your life into periods^ according to any 
outward changes: e,g, of first going to school 
(if you ever were at one), or of abode, or any 
marked events of life, which make certain stages 
in it, or any turning-points either for good or 
evil. Then in each throw yourself back as much 
as you can into your former life, thinking with 
whom you lived, acted, conversed, were inti- 
mate ; how you employed, amused yourself, your 
conduct as to Church, &c. Try to bring every 
thing before you : each separate scene in every 
place— the fields, or streets, or houses around 
your home or abode, your walks, rides, society, 
loneliness and lonely thoughts, the rooms you 
Uved in, their very furniture— every thing helps 
to recover the memory of your past life, and so 
bring back (alas !) the memory of some sin. 

''As you recall them, you had better mark 
them down for yourself, by some abbreviations 
which others cannot understand, else you might 
forget them. In any heavier sin, it is best to 
trace out the beginnings or forerunners of it — 
(it is, alas! commonly something in childhood) — 
then, when it began to be jnore against con- 
science, the length of time it lasted — any aggra- 
vations of it — ^how it ramified into other sins, 
or in what different forms it appeared ; or if it 
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were one in act as well as in thought and word ; 
or^ if it were a sin (tf the seises, what different 
senses were engaged in it—- as the sight, hearing, 
touch ; whether it were resisted, or whether (as 
will be the case sometimes, e. g., as to lies told 
in childhood or school-days to screen a fault, oi^ 
to escape blame or punishment) committed 
almost as ofben as the temptation occurred (so 
that if it was not more frequent, it was only 
that Qod did not permit the temptation to be 
so, and any escape from sin was only of OtoA'n 
mercy) ; or again, whether it was broken off for 
a time, and again committed. 

'' Some estimate of the frequency of any sin 
individualizes it more. You will thus behold 
the sinfiil habit not in the main only, but in so 
many separate acts of sins, each displeasing to 
Almighty Qod. This is often the b^inning of 
true repentance. K you cannot make any esti- 
mate of its frequency, you could at least recall 
the number of years during which it lasted : 
and in these, whether there were intervals more 
or less long (as of months) in which you were 
free from it. As you try thus to trace out your 
sin year by year (if it unhappily lasted for 
years), and month by month, you may probably 
be able to form some neairer estimate of its 
amount than when you looked at it only as a 
confused mass of sin. Do what you can, and 
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then leave the rest to God. Take first what* 
ever oppresses you most. When you have gone 
through this, your miud will be freer for the 
rest. Always bear in mind the great mercy of 
God^ Who bore with us while sinning^ did not 
cast us into hell^ and has now brought you^ as 
you trusty to repentance. Only so would the 
sight of sin be endured. 

'^ As much as you can^ make this examination 
upon your knees^ and in as much stillness as 
you can — sometimes ^ past life comes back 
most vividly in the dark^ sometimes at night. 
Only bend your mind most earnestly to recover 
the memory of the past^ and pray God to en- 
lighten you. Place yourself in the Presence of 
God whenever you resume it^ praying Him for 
light to know yourself^ and for contrition. 
Look faithfully and most stedfastly to any 
trace of sin, however dim — it will often come 
back to the memory if you do not shrink from 
it. Mingle with your search short prayers to 
Gt)d for mercy, both in order to obtain mercy 
and true repentance, and because the very tracing 
out even of sin, as an act of the memory, being 
an act of the mind, will, in itself, interfere with 
sorrow. People will often complain that they 
are sifting themselves just as if they were the 
sins of some other they were looking into. The 
very process makes them feel cold and dead. 
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This often cannot be helped at the time — yet it 
may be mitigated if you take care not to be 
absorbed in the search even after sins^ but 
dwell upon them singly — recall to yourself who 
you are — ^what sin is — Who God Is — against 
Whom you have sinned — and mingle with the 
search prayers for sorrow and pardon. When 
you have gone through what ^eems to you to 
have been the leading sin of your life (if there 
has beBn one^ which is most likely)^ then go to 
any otber^ either connected with it^ or whatever 
next to it is most on your mind. You will be 
able to see other things more clearly when these 
are removed. People can often hardly bear to 
look on lighter things till they have gone 
through the hea^der. These face them which- 
ever way they look, until the mind has got to 
the end of them, as far as it can. 

'^ Under each head of habitual sins, two 
things will occupy your mind, First, the griev- 
ous character of some acts of the sin : Second, 
the frequency of it. It is best to take these 
two apart. Conscience is the best guide. They 
are a separate weight upon it. They weigh it 
down singly, apart from the whole mass of sin, 
and the soul feels that it must be discharged of 
these singly. But, apart from these, we must 
endeavour to make an estimate of the frequency 
of each sin. This, in habitual sins, will, at best. 
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be very vague and imperfect ; but we must do 
what we can. If you took no account of it, 
and now cannot recall it, yet you may make 
some average of it. Thus, a sin may have been 
committed under some circumstances, and not 
under others ; at school, and not at home ; and 
this for two or three, or more, years. Or, 
again, you may have been freed from it, or 
nearly so, after your Confirmation or first Com- 
munion. Or you may have made resolutions 
to break it off, and kept them for a time, and 
then relaxed, or been surprised into it again. 
And this may have taken place repeatedly. Or 
it may have diminished before you finally broke 
it off, even during a whole year. Look as 
closely as you can into your past life, year by 
year, month by month, and week by week. 
People have been able to recall that such or 
such a deadly sin was committed, at times twice 
in the week, or even daily. Make such an 
average, as nearly as you can, for each year; 
take account of the periods, longer or shorter, 
during wHch you were free. It will often be a 
heavy sum at the end, yet so we shall the rather 
understand what the debt is, which, if we 
humble ourselves, God will forgive us for His 
Dear Son^s sake. 'My sins have taken such 
hold upon me, that I am not able to look up : 
yea, they are more in number that the hairs of 
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my head^ and my heart hath failed me/ It is 
often very miserable to find what very deadly 
sins a person may have committed^ and yet can 
form no estimate of their number. One by 
one^ they were each^ deadly sin against Qod 
Who so loved us; each deserved His wrath; 
and yet we (if it be so) cannot recall how often 
we so grievously sinned against our Gfood Father 
and God! You must make such account as 
you can, and, if you cannot make any estimate, 
count how p:iany years you were more or less 
under its dominion, and confess truly all you 
know of yourself. Thus, it would be a Irue 
Confession : ' dming six, seven, eight years of 
youth, I shrank from all manner of shame or 
punishment, and told a lie whenever I was 
tempted (or almost always) to screen myself 
from either.^ But then, not to spare shame, it 
would be best also to confess such lies as are 
most upon the conscience. 

'' Having thus cleared your mind of its chief 
sin, go on to others, as they weigh most upon 
your mind, going through the Ten Command- 
ments and the seven deadly sins, observing the 
beginning of any thing grievous. Then take 
some full book of self-examination; any full 
book will do. The book of conscience is the 
fullest, and any other is but as a sort of supple- 
ment of it. 'Hints for Self-Examination,' 
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though shorty will do as well as any^ if closely 
pressed. You will probably, through these, 
recall insulated sins, which did not stand out so 
marked in the mind. And throughout your 
self-examination note down any sin which occurs 
to your mind, although not under the head 
upon which you are examining yourself; for 
sins often flash across the mind, and are for- 
gotten again, unless noted at the time. 

^^ Consider also your life with relation to the 
means of grace, as calls at different times, 
through Providence, to yourself or others — 
Confirmation; first Communion; increase of 
Communions; sermons or holy books, or in- 
ward stirrings; Holy Orders; whether there 
have been fallings off and back in different 
degrees; disuse of what you found good for 
your soul, without sufficient reason; want of 
perseverance; and these, both as aggravations 
of later sins, and as warnings for the future. 

"Having gone through this, look at your 
life as a whole, of which this review will give 
you the great features or outlines. People will 
often come thus to see one thing which has 
been the bane of their whole life, or has eaten 
out the good of it — as easiness, desire to please, 
love of praise, some leading way in which they 
have been seeking themselves, not God, or self 
has been their end, even where they hoped they 
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had been doing their duty to God. This 

of the past as a whole^ will suggest how to 

strike closer into the narrow way. 

" With prayers for pardon often ask for grace 
through this Ordinance^ saying to this end 
especially Psalm li. and the ^ Veni Creator/ with 
the longing that He^ Whom sin had grieved^ 
would again dwell more fiilly in your soul. The 
more you desire^ the more God will give. 
' Open thy mouth wide/ He saith^ ' and I will 
fiUit.' 

''The order of the search into your own con- 
science need not be the order of the Confession. 
In the Confession itself^ it is best^ for the most 
part, to foUow out each sin as it developed itself 
through life, rather than confess the sins of any 
period of life collectively. You would thus have 
more insight into the amount of each sin, which 
contributes much to shame and repentance. It 
is probable that, after all, unless you should, 
from circumstances, have been a long time pre- 
paring for your First Confession, it will be 
incomplete. Let not this trouble you. God 
only requires of us faithfulness to do what we 
can. A Confession avails which contains all 
you can recall. If other sins come back to 
your mind afterwards, which you would have 
confessed had you remembered them, they 
should be confessed afterwards, because the 
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foi^veness is conditional upon the completeness 
of the Confession. Completeness implies that 
there should be care and faithfulness in dis- 
covering sins, and that nothing so discovered 
should be held back ; you would not have held 
it back had you then remembered it. Do not 
hold it back when next you have the oppor- 
tunity ; and, meantime, your forgiveness is un- 
impaired, because you virtually confessed all, in 
that you confessed all you remembered. Con- 
fessions after many years of life, fiill as they 
are of blessing, must be but fragments, as it 
were, of a sad whole, which we cannot recall. 
But God, as I said, accepts our all as if it 
were all. 

'"There is no reason to debar yourself from 
Holy Communion while preparing for the Con- 
fession. You have not been debarred before. 
It seems misplaced that you should now debar 
yourself, when you are seeking the fuller favour 
of Gt)d. I do not mean that a person might 
not, for the deeper humiliation of himself, and 
out of a sense of deep unworthiness, abstain for 
a time from that Heavenly Food. But, ordi- 
narily, when a person has been a Communicant 
for many years, there seems to be no reason 
why he should, as it were, excommunicate him- 
self, when he is returned to his Father's house, 
and is wishing only to make his Confession 
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more perfect. What is done in intent, and 
delayed only in order to make it less imperfect, 
and more according to the Mind of Gk>d, Ood 
regards as done.'' 



''1CS1&B, too latt lade S lobttr 9^1|1E3E, 
ittos I nebn ttzxt to lolie t!^1|3es.'* 



CHAPTER VIII, 



ACT OF CONFESSION. 

We will suppose the penitent to have passed 
some days^ or it may be weeks^ in a thorough 
self-examination^ and sincere endeavour to call 
to mind the sins of the past life. Such a self- 
examination requires^ I need scarcely say^ the 
use of all available means which may tend to 
keep the mind entirely occupied with the im- 
portant business — such as withdrawal as much 
as possible from the worlds mortification of the 
body^ by abstinence at least &om full meals^ 
and from any thing approaching to sloth and 
self-indulgence. The mind should be kept in a 
state of full activity, and fixed intently on the 
one object before it ; and Prayer should be made 
incessantly to Ood for the aid of His Holy 
Spirit. And the Prayers of Christian friends 
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may well be sought to aid those of the penitent. 
Deep will be the shame with which the sinner 
will contemplate the catalogue of sins which 
rise up before his mind, as the bygone years 
unfold themselves, one by one, to his view — sins 
even in earliest childhood, the first shootings of 
the dreadful harvest — ^sins innumerable in school- 
boy days, thoughtlessly committed, with little 
anticipation whither they were tending — sins of 
early manhood, betokeidng a growing reckless- 
ness and carelessness for God and his own 
immortal soul — all these, discontinued, it may 
be, but never truly repented of, and carried out 
to their legitimate developement in a hardened 
worldly manhood. The wonder of the sinner 
will be, how God so long spared him, and did 
not long ago cast him down to hell. He will 
call to mind that many of his companions in 
sin, many who followed the same ungodly 
courses with himself, have, ere this, gone to 
their account ; some, it may be, in the midst of 
their sins, without any sign of penitence. 
Wherefore is it that God has so long preserved 
his life ? Can it be for any other reason, but 
to give him the opportunity to repent and 
amend his ways, and yet to serve him in right- 
eousness? His sinful life is spread as a book 
before him. The very contemplation of it, 
while it fills him with shame and remorse, does 
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also^ strnBge to say^ encourage him^ by con* 
▼incing him of God's infinite mercy; and 
strengthens his resolution to do that which he 
has in mind — to make a fhll Confession of aD^ 
with a view to a thorough repentance and 
change of life. While shame and fear hold him 
back, a sense of the intolerable bnrden, a per- 
suasion of his danger impel him onward: 
awakening hope, glimpses of Divine love afford 
encouragement : his mind is made up, come 
what may, to make a full Confession. 

Suppose him, then, arrived in the presence of 
God's Priest — one accustomed to his office — a 
learned and discreet Minister — a kind, wise, 
and holy man — one who, like his Divine Mas- 
ter, is '^touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities,'' able and willing " to give help in time 
of need." It is most desirable that so very 
grave an action — ^the turning-point of a whole 
life — should be regarded as a religious Ordi- 
nance, with due solemnity. The Priest should 
wear his robes of office. I do not mean that 
on every occasion of men seeking advice firom 
a Priest this formality need be observed; but 
when a solemn act of Confession is to be made, 
then it is most natural and real that all the 
accompaniments should be grave and solemn. 
Let it be looked on as what it is, a religious 
Ordinance. Whatever may have been the nature 
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of the conversation beforehand^ from the time 
the robes of office are assumed let the whole 
attention be devoted to the business in hand. 

First let the Priest and penitent join in 
earnest Prayer to Almighty God that^ of His 
great mercy^ He will enable the sinner to make 
a fiill and unreserved Confession of his past 
offences^ accompanied with contrition of hearty 
and a sincere desire of pardon, and earnest 
intention of amendment. After praying, let 
the Priest rise from his knees, and place him- 
self so that he may hear the words of the 
penitent, and not gaze curiously on him, so as 
to cause embarrassment ; but rather avert his 
face. Let the penitent make his humble Con- 
fession to Ahnighty God, meekly kneeling on 
his knees, the Priest, meanwhile, kindly assist- 
ing him by such suggestions as may render his 
Confession fiill and sincere. One by one, let 
the penitent, with humble voice and contrite 
heart, enumerate his transgressions — taking, 
for convenience sake, the order of God^s Com- 
mandments. Some advise that the principal 
sins of life should be first confessed, and the 
lesser afterwards ; but the order of God's Com- 
mandments seems to lead by a natural advance 
from the principles of Religion to the practice — 
from sins against God to those more directly 
against man. It will be remembered that, in 

G 
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t)|^ Service for the Yisitatiou of the Sick^ 
inquiry is first made into the faith of the sick 
man^ before he is moved to make " special Con- 
fession of sins/^ This inquiry would naturally 
arise out of the consideration of our duly 
towards Gt)d — the first part of which is to 
" believe in Him/' Perhaps, in respect to the 
two first Commandments, the penitent will have 
no special acts of sin to confess. He has not 
worshipped other Gods than Jehovah, nor has 
he fallen down to graven images. But a wide 
range of duties connected with our feelings and 
our conduct towards God will come under these 
Commandments. ^'Our duty towards God is 
to beUeve in Him, to fear Him, and to love 
Him with all our heart, and with all our mind, 
and with all our soul, and with all our strength ; 
to worship Him, to give Him thanks, to put 
our whole trust in Him, to call upon Him, to 
honour His Holy Name and His Word, and to 
serve Him truly all the days of our life;" — 
words learned by rote in early life, and, it is to 
be feared, Uttle regarded; but how emphatic, 
how full of meaning, how undeniably true, yet 
how sadly neglected does the penitent feel them 
to have been ! He is utterly guilty in respect 
to the whole of his duty to God. In particular, 
it may be, he has not " beUeved^' truly in God. 
He has either admitted sceptical notions as to 
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the general truth of Religion to corrupt faift' 
mind^ or he has allowed himself to doubt some 
Article of the Christian Faith. This must be 
freely confessed^ as it lies at the root of his 
spiritual condition. At any rate^ if not' in- 
tellectually sceptical^ he has been so in practice ; 
he has Uved as if Christianity were aU nntruej 
he has lived without God in the worlds without 
practical faith; if not openly denying Him, yet 
neither loving Him nor obeying Him. In 
truth, his heart has been set on the things of 
the world. Though not bowing down to idols, 
he has made idols of worldly objects; and 
yielded, to them the service and attachment of 
his soul, which he ought to have yielded to his 
Heavenly Father. The evidences of this un- 
godly frame of mind wiU be seen in many overt 
breaches of the Third and Fourth Command- 
ments,— thoughtless and profane swearing— 
sometimes in anger, or deliberate malice, which 
is worst — sometimes from sheer ungodliness — 
oaths most shocking, uttered without thought 
and meaning. Another sin, coming under the 
Third Commandment, is irreverent use of Holy 
Scripture — an ill habit often thoughtlessly con- 
tracted from mere levity, yet of fearful malig- 
nancy, because it poisons, in a manner, the 
fountain of Truth. A whole life will not wear 
away the. memory of an irreverent association ; 
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aad^ even in the most serious moments of a 
justified life^ the sinful^ blasphemous thought 
once connected with a passage in God^s Word 
will cross the mind with its hateful remem- 
brance. Neither can the man who has sinned 
in this respect know the amount of scandal 
which he has caused^ and how many other souls 
he may have contaminated with the same 
irreverence by giving utterance to such thoughts. 
The penitent will do well to confess such flagrant 
acts as he can remember^ as well as the length 
of time during which he was habitually guilty 
of profaneness and irreverence. 

The Fourth Commandment will call to his 
memory many acts and habits of sin. For 
years^ it may be, he has profaned the Lord^s 
Day. Whatever reverence he has paid to it 
has been from mere custom and formality; if 
he has Ustened to Sermons, it has been to criti- 
dse; his very attendance at Divine Service, 
perhaps, has been connected with the indulgence 
of guilty thoughts. In partaking of the Holy 
Communion in an impenitent frame of mind, 
be has eaten and drunk his own damnation — 
instead of deriving benefit, he has added to the 
number of those sins which, if unrepented, will 
condemn him. And not only has he himself 
profaned the Lord^s Day, but he has been 
guilty of leading others, either by example or 
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precept^ into similar profanation. And he h&S 
probably scoffed at others as too precise^ who 
kept the Lord's Day with reverence, while 
feeling in his own conscience that they were 
better men than himself. 

Proceeding to the Fifth Commandment, he 
will find, perhaps, that the first occasion of open 
sin, from which his evil course might be traced, 
was some act of disobedience to his parents — 
he refused to obey them, or deceived them, or 
acted contrary to their known wishes, his con- 
science all the while telling him that he was 
doing wrong. Though little thought of at the 
time, he now sees that this beginning of sin, 
this first deliberate disregard of conscience, has 
ramified into a thousand branches, and the 
cloud no bigger than a man's hand has spread 
over his whole character with the blackness of 
darkness. To early disobedience to parents, he 
can now trace a course of wilfulness and vice 
which has depraved his character, and probably 
shortened his days — so true it is, even literally, 
that they who honour their parents will have 
their days prolonged even in this world, besides 
eternal honour in the life to come. Too many 
also have to accuse themselves not only of early 
disobedience, but of dishonour done to their 
parents' declining years, so that, instead of 
being their prop and stay, they have brought 
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down their grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
There is also a wide field of duties connected with 
the Fifth Commandment — as respect to elders, 
reverence for those in authority, whether in spi- 
ritual or temporal matters — in respect to which 
many in the present day will find themselves 
deeply sinful. 

Few, comparatively, are guilty of the delibe- 
rate act of murder; few, perhaps, have even 
hastened the death of another : but many have 
indulged in hatred, envy, and uncharitabless — 
forgetting that he that hateth his brother is a 
murderer. And many have done what is, in 
some respects, even worse than murder — ^they 
have destroyed immortal souls. By evil exam- 
ple, by ungodly courses, by sco£5^ng at religious 
things, they have contributed to the destruction 
of the souls of their brethren. We do not 
sufficiently think how closely we are mixed up 
together; how our lightly-considered actions, 
or words, may affect the eternal life of our 
brother or sister. It is a sad page in the 
sinner's catalogue, when he comes to consider 
what effect on the souls of others his actions 
may have had. God, in answer to his Prayers 
and penitence, may, for Christ^s sake, wipe 
away his own offences ; but the mischief which 
his evil example has done may result in the 
irreparable destruction of others. 
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In no point of view is this dreadful thongjit 
more poignant than in breaches of the Seventh 
Commandment. In a soft luxurious age Uke 
the present^ perhaps more souls are lost by sins 
of this sort than by sins against all the rest of 
Jbhe Commandments put together; and the evil 
is increased by the false refinement which pre- 
vents God^s Ministers from denoundng such 
transgressions as they should. The penitent 
must not shrink from accusing himself in re- 
spect to tUs Commandment as well as the others; 
the very shame of the avowal is a part of the 
contrition and of the cure. Of course in such 
Confession, and in the questions which the Priest 
may ask, care must be taken to use such lan- 
guage as may least shock the ear. And though 
it is not necessary to recount all the shameful 
particulars of such sins, yet so much must be 
told as will enable God's Minister to judge of the 
degree of guilt, which admits of much aggra- 
vation — as, e.g., the having led those who were 
innocent into sin, whether by solicitation or 
example, would of course greatly add to the 
guilt. A Confessor will take heed not to sug- 
gest a knowledge of evil to those who are 
innocent. If he has occasion to question a 
young person, he will say. Have you indulged 
in evil thoughts? If the penitent says, Yes, 
he will inquire, Of what nature ? If the peni- 
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tent says^ Of anger and stubbonmess— and not 
others — the Confessor will at once see that he is 
innocent of what he perhaps suspected^ and for- 
bear to inquire further. If^ on the other hand, 
he finds that impure thoughts have been 
cherished, he will then elicit further, though 
cautiously^whether such thoughts have developed 
themselves in words or deeds. What unheard-of 
miseries might be prevented, if youth were 
taught, by some discreet and kind friend in 
whom they confided, the necessity of checking 
the earliest inclination to sin which brings with 
it such fearful consequences ! Thousands are 
ruined before they know their danger. What 
a load of shame and anguish might be spared 
to the penitent, if he had earlier been used to 
''open his grief to one who knew how to advise 
him ! as good Bishop Ken so strongly advises 
in his Manual for Winchester Scholars . 

In respect to the Eighth and Ninth Com- 
mandments, the penitent must, without reserve, 
confess every dishonest act or word, not con- 
fining himself to the mere letter of the law, 
but considering what is its spirit. If he has 
not stolen, he has perhaps cheated, taken undue 
advantage, used unfair measures or false ba- 
lances. In many stations of life, virtual sins 
of this sort against the Eighth Commandment 
are the great temptation : in others, the Ninth 
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Commandment is constantly broken by those 
frequent sins against Charity^ to which busy- 
bodies and idle people are addicted — as slan- 
derous stories^ false insinuations^ want of strict 
adherence to truth. Cost what it will^ a peni- 
tent must make up his mind to confess and 
give up every dishonest habit^ all unlawful gain^ 
all false appearance — ^which is, in fact, a lie; 
and check, by careful watchfulness, the habit of 
detraction and insincerity. Nor can the soul 
be purified until all such sins have been con- 
fessed, pardoned, and forsaken. 

The Tenth Commandment will try many who 
have not been guilty of overt acts in respect to 
others, by obliging them to search deeply into 
the secret desires of their hearts, and confess 
those covetous or impure thoughts and wishes 
which they have harboured, though they may 
have ^feared, or lacked opportunity, to bring 
them into effect. 

There is another list of sins which must not 
be passed over, partly included under the Ten 
Commandments, and partly distinct. I mean 
those which are commonly called the seven 
deadly sins — Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Anger, 
Gluttony, Envy, Sloth. What a fearful list of 
most common vices— /ai/%« the world would 
call them, and so gloss them over ; but any one 
of them indulged in is as sure to ruin the soul 
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eternally as the most flagrant and violent crime. 
The division made in the Catechism of those 
things which we have pledged ourselves to 
renounce — namely^ the Worlds the Fleshy and 
the Devil — will also furnish suggestion for self- 
examination. Attachment to the World espe- 
cially will be found to be the besetting sin of 
many who may not be guilty of overt and 
tangible acts of disobedience against God's 
Law : there is no deadlier enemy of man's soul 
than the Worlds and none in the present age 
more insidious. The penitent must examine 
his conscience strictly on all these subjects^ and 
make full Confession if he feels himself blame- 
worthy in respect to any of them. 

AH these things^ in whatsoever he is guilty^ 
let the penitent on his knees before God humbly 
and earnestly confess. Meanwhile^ let the 
Priest who hears his Confession^ carefully re- 
pressing all signs of horror or astonishment, be 
ready to assist the penitent if, from confusion 
of thought or want of recollection, his Con- 
fession is imperfect. And especially if he finds 
him evading or glossing over the fiill enormity 
of his sins, or endeavouring to palliate the sin- 
fulness, he should exhort and encourage him to 
conceal nothing, but make a clean breast of it; 
and, if occasion requires, he should interpose 
such questions or observations as may be 
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necessary to assist him in his sad and painful 
task. 

The Confession finished, the Minister will 
comment on it as he deems most fitting. 
Penitents are of various characters : the com- 
ing to Confession at all in these days implies 
a certain degree of earnestness, and desire at 
least of repentance and amendment. Generally 
speaking, some are too much cast down and 
desponding; some are not so shamed and con- 
trite as they should be. In the latter case, the 
Priest will dwell seriously, but not with over- 
severity, on the enormity of their sins — ^thei* 
ingratitude to so good a God — the imminent 
danger in which they have been living — and 
such other topics as may soften the heart, and 
render it more humble and contrite. In the 
case of the dejected, and those who scarce deem 
it possible that they can be forgiven, he will 
dwell on the great mercy of God, evidenced m 
His having so long spared them; he will advert 
to any circumstance which may tend to shew 
God's merciful intention to them ; especially if 
in His loving-kindness He has kept them back 
from crimes which they meditated, or withheld 
them from going to such excess of wickedness 
as others. He will point out how mercifully 
He has dealt with them in preserving to 
them their life and reason, when some have 
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perished in their sins— others, perhaps, are 
inmates of lunatic asylums; while in their 
case God has, by His warnings and chastise- 
ments, brought them to a contrite state. The 
providential mode in which they have been so 
humbled should be dwelt on as an earnest of 
Grod's desire to save them. 

By these means — i. e., partly by the shame 
of the Confession, pajrtly by the ghostly counsel 
of God^s Minister — the repentance of the sinner 
will be rendered complete : whatsoever imper- 
fection there may have been will be removed, 
and a capacity for the reception of Grod's mercy 
will be gradually formed. He who came de- 
sponding will be filled with hope and confidence 
in God^s mercy ; he who was wanting in con- 
trition will be abased and humbled. 



CHAPTER IX. 



ABSOLUTION. 

As a general rule, Confession is followed by 
Absolution. It is so directed in all our Ser- 
vices. At the beginning of Morning and 
Evening Prayers, we have the " General Con- 
fession, to be said by the whole Congregation, 
after the. Minister,^' and, immediately after- 
wards, the ^^ Absolution or Remission of Sins, 
to be pronounced by the Priest alone.'' Con- 
fession is to be made by ^^ those who are 
minded to receive the Holy Communion,'' 
"kneeling humbly upon their knees." "Then 
shall the Priest (or the Bishop, being present) 
stand up and, turning to the people, pronounce 
the Absolution." In the Visitation of the Sick, 
a very solemn Absolution is appointed to be 
used by the Priest, after he has heard the 
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special Coofieanon of Sins hj the penitent: 
and 90, prenoosljr to CkHmnnmon, those who, 
being troabkd in oonacienoe, hare in penitenoe 
opened theb grief to (Tod's Minister, aie en- 
titled to the benefit of Absolatkm. 

In all these cases, Absohition is giren on the 
supposition of tme Confession and sincere re- 
pentance; if these be wanting, it is noil and 
Toid« It is the same in the case of Baptism. 
All infEmts are bi^tized, becaose they can place 
no impediment in the way; bnt, when adnlts 
present themselves for Baptism, the Priest is 
directed to baptize such only ''as shall be found 
fit,'' and of course refuse others. So, in Holy 
Communion, ''notorious evil livers,'' or those 
betwixt whom the Curate "perceiveth malice 
and hatred to reign," are not to be suffered to 
be partakers of the Lord's Table. In these 
cases, as in Absolution, the Priest confers or 
refuses the spiritual giflb at his discretion. 

The giving Absolution, therefore, is not a 
matter of course, but is dependent on the judg- 
ment of the Priest. He has power to retain 
as well as to remit sins — ^to give Absolution or 
to refuse it. Awful thought ! "Whose sins thou 
dost remit they are remitted unto them ; and 
whose sins thou dost retain they are retained." 
This is the commission which he has received. 
He is to act in God's stead, Whose ambassador 
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he is. He is like a judge pronouncing judg- 
ment — acquitting or else condemning — ^binding 
or loosing — but with this essential difference^ 
arising from the necessity of the case: that 
whereas^ in the case of a human judge^ an 
error on his part may lead to the condemnation 
of an innocent man^ or the acquittal of one 
who is gmlty, by a sentence against which 
there is no appeal ; on the contrary^ when the 
Priest pronounces or withholds Absolution, 
there is an Omniscient Judge on high Who 
knows the secrets of hearts, and will correct 
the erroneous judgment of His Minister. Still 
the circumstance does not annul the judicial 
exercise of authority on the part of God^s 
Ministers. Unless the sinner wilfully conceals 
the real state of his mind, there is no reason 
why the judgment of Grod^s Minister should 
not be according to the truth. And in the 
present state of the Church there is perhaps 
the less danger of mistakes ; because, with the 
existing prejudice against Confession, it will 
seldom happen that any shall present them^ 
selves, except with a real sorrow for sin and a 
hearty desire of amendment. If, indeed, he who 
presents himself for Confession shews no signs 
of contrition ; if the most disgraceful deeds are 
recounted with no shame ; if aggravating cir- 
cumstances are suppressed, the enormity of sin 
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made light of^ equivocation and excuses offered; 
and stiU more if, in case of wrong done, resti- 
tution and reparation are withheld ; and if the 
sinner declines to put from him the temptations 
under which he has already fallen — then Abso- 
lution must be refdsed: or at least deferred 
until the penitent shall have come to a better 
mind. And here the Priest will have to put 
forth all his skill, and knowledge of the human 
heart, and love for souls, and zeal for Grod^s 
honour, in order to bring the sinner to a true 
repentance, and to fan into a flame of true 
devotion that incipient sense of duty which 
brought him to the Confessional. In all ci^s, 
where practicable, a promise of restitution of ill- 
gotten gain, and reparation of wrong done to our 
neighbour, are essential prerequisites to Absolu- 
tion. When the sin is done against Grod alone, 
and the contrition apparently imperfect, then it 
will be best for the Minister of God to assign 
some penitential exercise, of a remedial nature, 
accompanied by such exhortation and admoni- 
tion, as shall bring the sinner to a full sense of 
the enormity of his offences, the danger of an 
impenitent state, as well as the dishonour done 
to God — and so work in him true contrition. 
Absolution given to imperfect repentance will 
have no good effect, and only be followed by 
relapses, and perhaps by hardness of heart. 
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And when we speak of imperfect repentance^ 
we would not wish it to be supposed that any 
repentance is perfect. No repentance that man 
can make is at all equivalent to the guilt of his 
sin. Life-long repentance will be needed for 
him whose soul is corrupted by long trans- 
gression^ in order that, by little and little, the 
soul may be brought back to its health and 
purity, and enabled to devote itself to God's 
Will. And yet God is so mercifal that He will, 
for His dear Son's sake, at once put away the 
past sins of those who repent as they best can. 
And God's Minister wUl have no great difficulty 
in discerning the signs of earnestness and con- 
trition. The burning shame, the streaming 
tears, the stifled sobbing, will be a sufficient 
evidence of the contrition of the penitent. Even 
where such evident signs are wanting, stiU, when 
the penitent has shewn himself sincerely de- 
sirous of recalling his past sins, and honestly 
confessing them without reserve — when he is 
manifestly desirous to keep back nothing, but 
lays bare his heart without reserve — ^when his 
detestation of sin is certain, and his desire of 
amendment unequivocal — then the Minister 
need not hesitate to pronounce Absolution. 

Let him lay his hands solemnly on the head 
of the penitent, and pronounce the words of 
Absolution ; nor, where all is done in faith and 

H 
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eamestnesfly let either Priest or penitent doubt 
that the pardon pronounced on earth is regis- 
tered in Heaven. 

An objection will^ perhaps^ present itself to 
some minds of this kind : — If the sinner is truly 
penitent^ he is pardoned, they will think, with- 
out Absolution ; if not. Absolution cannot avail 
him: therefore Absolution is valueless. But 
this objection will be seen to be inapplicable, 
if we look upon the whole proceeding as a 
Divine Ordinance — ^like anv other Ordinance 
of the Church. Two persons, for instance, come 
before the Minister to be united in Holy 
Matrimony — their minds are made up, their 
intention fixed — ^their attachment mutual — and 
yet they are not man and wife until their hands 
have been joined together by the Priest, and 
the benediction of God conferred upon them 
by his mouth. Take a more holy Ordinance, 
the Sacrament of the Lord^s Supper : — A per- 
son prepares himself duly, comes with earnest 
feith and repentance, in a worthy frame of 
mind, and yet the peculiar benefit of that Holy 
Sacrament is not conveyed to him until the 
moment when he partakes of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. So in the case of Confession and Abso- 
lution : — The sinner comes in penitent frame of 
mind, lays bare his sins in the presence of God^s 
Minister (all which naturally leads to a more 
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perfect contrition)— then, and not till then, U 
his penitence complete, and Gk>d, through the 
hands of His Minister, gives him pardon. I 
cannot myself see any difficulty in this view of 
the proceeding. 

It will be said, perhaps, that if this is the 
way to repent, and obtain God^s forgiveness, it 
is to be feared that the members of the English 
Church are in evil case, in consequence of the 
very general disuse of Confession. It may be so. 
It may be that many souls are lost for want of 
this Ordinance. I should not have written this 
book if I did not most fervently hope and 
believe that, if it tended to the revival of Con- 
fession, it might, under God^s blessing, be 
conducive to the salvation of souls. At the 
same time, it is not to be inferred that this is 
the only possible mode of obtaining God^s for- 
giveness. Qt)d is not tied to His Own Ordi- 
nances, nor in this case has He tied tts to them. 
The English Church does not hold Confession 
to a Priest to be necessary. Still we have the 
facts that this is the ordinary way in which 
members of other Churches are brought to 
repentance; our own Church not only recog- 
nizes the principle, but, in certain cases, enjoins 
the practice; the holiest men of the English 
Church have almost universally adopted it; 
and, in spite of the existing prejudice against 
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it| it is much more practised in the present 
time than may be generally supposed. Even 
in cases where formal Confessiui and Absolu- 
tion are not adopted^ nay, would be objected to, 
there is often, I apprehend, something very 
nearly of the same character. One cannot 
unfold the secrets of hearts, but one might 
almost venture to say, that most men who, by 
God^s grace, have been brought to repentance, 
have owed their salvation to the instrumentality 
of some other Christian soul, to whom they 
have unburdened their griefs, and from whom 
they have received the knowledge of salvation. 
And this is the principle of Confession. It 
seems God's general practice to make use of 
human means. He sent Nathan to David, 
Ananias to St. Paul, St. Peter to CorneUus. 
He might have poured His Holy Spirit into 
their hearts without the intervention of human 
means — He may sometimes do so. But His 
general rule seems to be to employ instruments. 
The spirit of one is brought into contact with 
another; the holy contagion is communicated 
from soul to soul. 

Confession and Absolution are the ordinary 
and regular means adopted in the Church 
whereby this contact takes place. The whole 
Ordinance is but the carrying out of that which, 
Sunday after Sunday, is the burden of the 
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Preacher's exhortation. I would not say on^ 
word to disparage the Ordinance of Preaching. 
But Preaching must not be considered as all 
in all. For a Minister of God^s Word to trust 
only or chiefly to Preaching for the conversion 
of sinners^ is much the same as if a physician 
were to call his patients together and give them 
a lecture on healthy but neglect to inquire into 
their individual cases. The Ordinance of Con- 
fession is the fit occasion to investigate the 
spiritual maladies of each^ and prescribe for 
their respective cases. Preaching and Confession 
are ancillary the one to the other. How often 
is the sinner startled by the earnest call of the 
Preacher to repentance — his wretched state is 
described, the danger in which he is living, 
God's abhorrence of sin, his own ingratitude, 
his Heavenly Father's mercy to returning 
prodigals, the wonderful atonement made by 
the Son of God for the sins of the world. He 
acknowledges the appeal, he feels its appHca- 
tion, he wishes he could repent, but knows not 
how. He retires to rest more serious than 
usual — says an additional Prayer: but on the 
morrow the absorbing cares of life return with 
their full force; worldly business or pleasure 
again engrosses his thoughts; he goes on in 
his old course, his conscience heavy-laden and 
oppressed as before: — Uke a man burdened 
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with some growing tumor which he knows will 
one day kill him unless he has it removed, and 
yet he cannot make up his mind to submit to 
the operation. 

Now for the sinner to go to a Priest and 
make Confession, is like the sick man just 
described going to a surgeon — it brings the 
affair to a crisis. Repentance — before vague, 
indefinite, much hoped for, but never realized — 
is now brought close to him ; it js something 
real and attainable. He is burdened with sin 
now: in a few days his burden will be removed, 
he will be a free man. The discreet Minister 
of God^s Word whom he consults fans the 
flame of his good resolution, encourages him to 
persevere, puts him in the way of making his 
repentance good, gently leads him onward, 
until he has laid his whole soul open with true 
contrition before Grod — Absolution is given^ 
and he is a pardoned man. 



CHAPTER X. 



PENANCE REGARDED CHIEFLY AS REMEDIAL. 

A PARDONED man ! how much is included in 
these words! What an inconceivable change 
has passed over the soul of him who has ob- 
tained *God*s pardon — ^who is justified by faith, 
cleansed from Ins sins, accepted for the sake of 
Jesus Christ ! 

A true Confession of sins, accompanied by 
Absolution, is commonly followed by the most 
intense feeling of gratitude to Almighty God — 
a love before unknown — an astonishment at 
God's mercy — a want of power to realize it. 
Whereas, before his conversion, the remorseful 
sinner awoke each morning with a load on his 
conscience — a sense of the dull, profitless rou- 
tine of unsanctified labour, or insipid frivolity ; 
now an overwhelming sense of God's infinite 
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love causes him to burst forth into one of 
those Psalms of praise^ which the holy David 
penned for similar uses : '^ Blessed is he whose 
unrighteousness is forgiven and whose sin is 
covered/^* " Praise the Lord, O my soul, and 
all that is within me bless His Holy Name: 
praise the- Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits/^t The change of feeUng is inde- 
scribable. Before obtaining pardon, the sinner 
was tempted to entertain the harshest thoughts 
of his Maker. He accused Him of injustice in 
having placed him in the world without his own 
consent — ^in having thrust on him the burden 
of accountability. He wished he could com- 
promise his hopes of Heaven for his fears of 
hell. He would willingly have changed places 
with one of the beasts that perish. The bird 
flitting hither and thither, or the very insect 
which enjoys a sunny existence for a few short 
days, and dies, and is no more, appeared to him 
to have been gifted with a preferable existence 
to his own — doomed as he was to an immortal 
existence, which he feared would be an eternity 
of misery. 

But now all is changed. Harsh thoughts of 
God, blasphemous murmurs, infidel surmises, 
exist no more ; his soul is filled with holy emo- 
tion of love and gratitude. Ood^s love, which 

* Psalm zxxii. f PbaIoi ciii. 
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before was doubted^ or deemed applicable only 
to others^ is now felt to have been extended to 
him ; the peace which he enjoys is an evidence 
and earnest of God^s love. He feels that it was 
in mercy that God created him; he believes 
that for him Christ died — ^that the Holy Ghost 
has indeed sanctified him^ and taken up His 
abode in his heart ; that he really has a hope^ a 
good hope of Heaven; a prospect of dwelling 
with angels^ of being admitted to the Presence 
of Gt)d. Wonderful thought ! All these things 
seem to him great and glorious realities^ which 
before he could not contemplate^ or viewed with 
doubt^ or despondency. Now hope largely pre- 
dominates. The great mercy of God in bringing 
to repentance one so unworthy as himself^ is a 
sure guarantee of His continued love. Why 
should God have done so much for him, if He 
did not intend to save him; or at least if He 
had not placed his salvation within his grasp ? 
If he is but true to himself, he is sure that God 
will deliver him from evil. " If God be for us, 
who can be against us? He that spared not 
His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him freely give us aU 
things ?''* 

And now, too, he is able to pray. Whereas 
before, if he prayed at all, it was Httle more than 

• Kom. Tiii. 32. 
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to beat his breast and say^ ^' God be merciful to 
me a sinner/^ and that without real contrition 
or desire of repentance : now he learns to shape 
his addresses^ uncouth though they be^ yet so 
as to express his unfeigned gratitude and love. 
Whereas before, he could scarcely fix his atten- 
tion for five minutes on holy subjects : now he 
deUghts to continue on his knees, calUng up 
every new iustance of God^s love ; recounting 
His mercies over and over again ; supplicating 
for deUverance &om special temptations, which 
still beset him— interceding for God^s mercy to 
others, for whom before he dared not pray, 
knowing that the Prayer of the wicked is an 
abomination in the sight of God. 

But the predominant impiilse in the breast of 
the pardoned sinner is to devote the rest of his 
days to God's service. Though well knowing 
that nothing which he can do can compensate 
for his past errors — that to begin to serve God 
now can in nowise make up for having neg- 
lected to serve Him before, because he ought to 
have been serving Him all his life ; yet he feeld 
impelled by gratitude to do his utmost to serve 
One who has been so merciful to him ; to devote 
his life to doing His Will, and consecrate every 
faculty to His service. 

But it could not be expected that a man who 
had long lived a life of sin, or of worldliness. 
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should find it easy at once to walk in the paths 
of godliness ; sinners do not become saints in a 
day or a week. Grod may have put away his 
former sins^ upon his hearty Confession and 
repentance ; but it is one thing to be pardoned^ 
another to be freed from the taint and corrup- 
tion of sin. Old habits are not changed in a 
moment, at least not into new, for habits require 
time for their formation. The old habit may 
be cut up root and branch, and often is so at 
once ; but it takes time to form the new habit. 
Sanctification is gradual, and will be the work of 
a life. Hence the object of the pardoned sinner 
must be so to fortify his will, and strengthen 
his mind with the grace of God, that he may 
not relapse into his former sins, but gradually 
form habits of holiness so as to continue in a 
state of grace, to love God more and more, to 
serve Him more truly, to root out the remains 
of sin, and press onward to perfection. Grati- 
tude and love to God, newly kindled in his 
heart, will urge him to perfect the work of 
sanctification. 

But still old associations, and old habits, will 
furnish too much occasion to Satan in his en- 
deavours to draw him back. And here comes 
in the subject of Penance. Penance is either 
remedial or penal. I propose to treat of it 
chiefly in the former view. It is true that in 
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the Ancient Church severe Penances were ex- 
acted before a penitent was received back into 
the communion of the Church. But this was 
generally in the case of flagrant and scanda- 
lous sins — such as apostacy^ heresy^ or such 
^ crimes as those referred to by St. Paul when 
he threatened to deliver over the offender to 
Satan for the punishment of the flesh. What 
we are now speaking of are secret sins volun- 
tarily confessed; and though even these have 
been often visited by severe Penances, yet the 
more ordinary and approved custom of the 
Church has been to inflict such Penances only 
as are requisite for the correction of the 
ojQFender. 

There is, amongst many persons, a prejudice 
against Penance. In the minds of some, it is 
looked on as fantastical and absurd; foolish 
stories are recounted which tend to throw ridi- 
cule on the subject ; or otherwise it is repre- 
sented as something too hard to be borne by 
human nature — calculated only to render life 
wearisome and intolerable. It is remarkable 
that persons who have been much consulted 
by penitents bear witness that they have 
often found it more necessary to restrain their 
desire of undertaking difficult Penances, than 
to inflict Penances upon them. In the first 
enthusiasm of love and gratitude, penitents are 
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disposed to burden themsdves with some vow, 
which afterwards will be found grievous to per- 
form ; they long to revenge themselves for their 
former misdeeds — some would almost kill them- 
selves by their austerities. But a discreet 
Confessor will not allow such Penances. He 
knows that the enthusiasm of a first conversion 
soon cools, and the penitent, though continuing 
earnest and sincere, yet, in his soberer mood, 
will find that he has ample work on his hands 
to combat against the remnants of his former 
habits, and to keep straight in the new path of 
duty. Any extra incumbrance, however volun- 
tarily undertaken, would but prove a temptation 
and stumbUng-block, and be used by Satan to 
bring him to weariness and disgust with the 
strictness of his religious life. For the ways 
of godliness — though ways of pleasantness and 
peace to him who has long walked in them, 
and full of comfort even to him who has but 
just begun to tread them — are not without 
difficulties, which might break down the spirit 
of the unstable. 

Therefore it is judged better that Penance 
should not be severe, and those which are im- 
posed should be chiefly remedial. Of course 
the practice of any sin must be at once given 
up. Any mode of life which of necessity in- 
volves a person in sin must be discontinued at 
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all hazards, as also the occasion of sin must be 
abandoned. A promise to that effect should be 
required before Absolution. One who makes his 
living by dishonest means milst at once change 
his manner of life, even if it involved temporal 
ruin. A drunkard or profligate must promise 
to avoid such places and companies as he has 
found by experience to lead him into temptar 
tion. But, except with a view to avoid sin or 
temptation, external habits should not be so 
much changed as the internal. Whatever of 
mortification is imposed should be rather of the 
soul than of the body. Our grand object is to 
keep up in the heart that love of God which a 
true penitent is sure to feel. With this view, 
daily meditation on Ood^s love is most desirable. 
Let the absolved penitent each day kneel down, 
and think on God^s great mercies, in the order 
in which they are recounted in the General 
Thanksgiving — creation, preservation, blessings 
of this life, redemption, means of grace, hope of 
glory — making personal appUcation of these 
mercies to his own case. Let him think of the 
mercies granted to him in childhood — kind 
parents. Christian instruction, health of body, 
vigour of mind; then God's loving-kindness 
in sparing him when he sinned, not at once de- 
stroying him, but chastening him, and bringing 
him to repentance. Infinite are the ramifica- 
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tions into which meditation on God's love will 
lead the mind — each day will expand the cata- 
logue. We do not know how merciful God 
has been to us until we try to count His mercies. 
This sort of exercise will engender a habit of 
dwelling on God's love, which will survive the 
first enthusiasm, and keep up that correspond- 
ing love which is the basis of Christian conduct. 
Worldliness must be corrected by Prayer. 
Suppose the man of business, whose days are 
occupied in his office or counting-house, or 
chambers — suppose him brought to repentance, 
brought to feel the comparative worthlessness 
of the things of this world, and to long for 
freedom and holy communion with God. How 
is such a man to counteract the difficulties of 
his position? An excellent remedy in such a 
case is attendance at early Daily Prayer. Such 
a service haUows the mind, and prepares it to 
mingle, with comparative safety, in the busy 
scenes of life. Where the opportunity of Daily 
Prayer in church is denied — as it is in too 
many places — let the penitent rise half an hour 
earUer than he was accustomed, to read a devo- 
tional book ; let him make it a practice to kneel 
down and pray for a certain time — if it be but 
five minutes — in the course of the day, in 
addition to his ordinary morning and evening 
devotion. Daniel, when he had the manage- 
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ment of one hundred and twenty provinces, 
found time to pray thrice each day. Why 
should not modem men of business do the 
same?— those, I mean, who are in earnest 
about their salvation, who have confessed and 
received Absolution for their sins, and desire 
to keep their souls fixed on God. Do not let 
them omit, if they can possibly help it, the 
daily kneeling. They might say a Prayer, 
shutting their eyes and sitting at their desks ; 
and they who can do no more may at least do 
this. But to go apart, and kneel and pray 
for a certain space, is far more desirable, because 
it more completely recalls the mind to Ood and 
holy things. Besides stated Prayers, it is most 
desirable to acquire the habit of making short 
ejaculations to Grod during the course of day, 
which shall serve to place the mind in a reli- 
gious &ame, especially if temptation approach. 
The 119th Psalm will furnish examples: "O 
that my way were made so direct that I might 
keep Thy Statutes j '' " O let me not go wrong 
out of Thy Commandments ; ^^ " Give me un- 
derstanding, and I shall keep Thy Law ; '' " O 
turn away mine eyes, lest they behold vanity ;'' 
" Thou art my portion, O Lord, I have promised 
to keep Thy Law;^^ "O let Thy merciful kind- 
ness be my comfort ;'* '^Away from me, ye 
wicked, I will keep the Commandments of my 
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God;" ''Hold Thou me up and I shall be 
safe." Such exclamations should be continuaUj 
on the lips. 

Suppose another case — a man at enmity with 
his neighbour^ from whom^ it may be^ he has 
received some injury, or insult — how is he to 
cleanse his soul &om its sinful disposition? 
After having humbly confessed his sin and 
received Absolution, then, by way of Penance, 
let him be directed every day to pray for his 
enemy, and think of Christ and His forgiveness 
of His enemies. If he does this in faith, it is 
hard indeed if God do not very soon erase all 
traces of his anger, and give him a meek, for- 
giving disposition. 

Another man is tormented by evil thoughts 
at night. Let him be directed to cross his 
arms upon his breast, and extend himself as if 
he were lying in his coffin ; let him endeavour 
to think of himself, as he will be one day, 
stretched in death. If such solemn thoughts 
do not drive away evil imaginings, let him rise 
from his bed and lie on the floor, or pray until 
a better spirit comes upon him. But there are 
many things to be avoided which contribute to 
the excitement of carnal thoughts — high living, 
exciting companies and amusements, and sights. 
A man who feels himself drawn into sin by 
these temptations must, without hesitation. 
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give them up. To pretend to repent, when we 
constantly phice ourselves within temptation^s 
reach, is mere trifling with our souls. Of 
course, what is a temptation to one person may 
not be so to another ; we are not to judge our 
neighbour, but to consult for our own safety, 
by resolutely giving up what we feel is pre- 
judicial to our souFs health. 

Another man feels that he is selfish, unsym- 
pathizing, occupied in his own pleasures and 
interests. How is he to imbue his soul with 
that love which is the distinguishing mark of a 
Christian. Let him bind himself to visit a 
certain number of poor families once or twice 
a week — say on Wednesdays and Fridays, or on 
Sundays and Fridays — and inquire into their 
wants, and, so far as he is able, relieve them — 
obtaining schooling for their children, medicine 
for their sickness, redress if they are vn^onged — 
in short, let him identify himself with their 
interests. Disappointments, no doubt, will 
happen. He will meet with occasional deceit 
and ingratitude, but not so often as he may 
perhaps expect. But let him think of the 
treatment which Christ suffered from those 
whom He came into the world to save, and he 
will the less care for any disappointment he 
may meet with. It is a good rule for all of us 
to do some one act, at least, of mercy every 
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day. Works of corporal alms are commonly 
reckoned, " (1) to feed the hungry, (2) to give 
drink to the thirsty, or (3) clothes to tiie naked ; 
(4) to redeem captives, (5) to visit the sick, 

(6) to entertain strangers, (7) to bury the dead. 
But (says Bp, Taylor) many more be added : 
such as are (8) to give physic to sick persons ; 
(9) to bring cold and starved persons to warmth, 
and to the fire, for sometimes clothing will not 
do it ; or this may be done when we cannot do 
the other : (10) to lead the blind in right ways, 
(11) to lend money, (12) to forgive debts, (13) to 
remit forfeitures, (14) to mend highways and 
bridges, (15) to reduce or guide wandering 
travellers, (16) to ease their labours .... (17) to 
deliver the poor from their oppressors, (18) to 
die for my brother, (10) to pay maidens^ 
dowries, and procure for them honest and 
chaste marriages. Works of spiritual alms land 
mercy are, (1) to teach the ignorant, (2) to 
counsel doubting persons, (3) to admonish sin- 
ners diligently, prudently, seasonably, and 
charitably; to which also may be reduced, 
provoking and encouraging to good works, 
(4) to comfort the a£Biicted, (5) to pardon offend- 
ers, (6) to succour and support the weak, 

(7) to pray for all estates of men, and for relief 
to all their necessities. To these we may add, 

(8) to punish or coirect refractoriness, (9) to be 
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gentle and charitable in censuring the actions 
of others^ (10) to establish the scrupulous, 
wavering, and inconstant spirits, (11) to confirm 
the strong, (12) not to give scandal, (13) to quit 
a man of his fear, (14) to redeem maidens from 
disgrace/^ He adds five more, '^ reconciling 
enemies, erecting schools of learning, mamtain* 
ing Lectures of Divinity, Colleges of Religion, 
finding employment for unbusied persons, and 
putting cluldren to honest trades/^* While 
some of these are obviously such good deeds as 
cannot be done every day, others may be con- 
stantly performed if opportunity be sought. 
We can, however, scarcely call it a Penance to 
lie down each night with the comfortable re- 
flection that we have done some act of mercy. 

Another man may have confessed himself to 
be of a proud and haughty disposition — apt to 
think too highly of himself, and behave arro- 
gantly to his inferiors. Let such a person begin 
the dav with a fixed determination to seek 
opportunities of speaking kindly and cordially 
to his inferiors — to servants, to poor persons, to 
children ; let him accost them as he passes with 
kind words, and he will soon find a very different 
spirit come over him. The very gratification 
which he experiences &om the pleasure which 
he confers will encourage him to persevere. 

There are others who fall into the contrary 

• Holy Living, ch. iv. § 8. 
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error of flattering and speaking insincerely; 
these^ also^ will need to place a guard over their 
tongue^ and restrain themselves from the sin 
which doth beset them. 

K a man has injured a neighbour's reputa- 
tion hy speaking ill of him to others^ he must 
be directed to seek an opportunity to contradict 
the evil report in the presence of the same per- 
sons^ and not rest satisfied until he has done so. 

Restitution to those whom we have wronged 
is absolutely necessary ; not so much by way of 
Fensmce^ as an act of justice. There is often 
difficulty in making exact restitution — as for 
instance, if a man has for some time been guilty 
of using false weights and measures, he might 
certainly make restitution by giving his cus- 
tomers as much over their weight or measure as 
he had been accustomed to give under it — Zac- 
cheus restored four-fold. But, in cases where 
this is impracticable, the penitent should calcu- 
late, as closely as possible, what is the amount 
of his imjust gain, and give it to the poor. He 
is not obUged to criminate himself publicly ; but 
somehow or other he must certainly get rid of 
what he has unjustly gotten. How great a 
number of penitents there are of this class may 
be seen by the constant advertisements of sums 
paid anonymously into the Queen's exchequer. 

To many persons it would be a most fit 
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PeDanoe, that thej ahoold always in their 
Prayers remember poor eninQ, misguided 
women, and Bhould oontribate to institntions 
where soch are received and redabned, and 
otherwise shonld do all th^ can to make com- 
pensatioB for past offences of which they may 
hare repented — not, of oonrse, as if any thing 
th^ ooold do would be an atonement — Christ 
has made that already — ^but by way of repara- 
tion and penitence. 

Almsgiving is the obvious P^iance, as well 
as remdy, for the covetous man, activity for 
the slothfiil, self-abasement for the prond. It is 
not recommended that any great acts of asceti- 
cism should be exercised — certainly not in all 
cases; only such acts should be done as tend to 
correct the particular evil habits which a man 
has contracted. His former sins, it is assumed, 
are put away ; his earnest desire is to correct 
the infection of his nature, and repair the cor- 
ruption which he has contracted, and superin- 
duce a new set of habits and feelings. This is 
only to be done by perseverance and watchful- 
fulness : perseverance in Prayer for the aid of 
the Holy Ghost against particular temptation — 
watchfulness over himself, and an honest and 
patient use of those means which are most 
likely to counteract the evil tendencies to which 
experience teaches him that he is most liable. 
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This exercise of vigilance and self-denial is 
sometimes necessary in the most ordinary de- 
tails. Some persons will find their minds too 
much engrossed with newspapers^ pamphlets^ 
novels^ light readings and rendered incapable of 
occupying themselves with higher subjects. 
Such persons must be instructed^ if not to forego 
these temptations altogether^ at leasts strictly to 
limit the time consumed in such indulgences. 
Others who desire to conquer self-love and 
vanity^ must resolutely bind themselves not to 
answer affronts^ not to vaunt themselves — to 
take the lowest place^ to subdue self-seeking^ 
jealousy^ rancour^ envy, love of display, talka- 
tiveness, and aim systematically at a quiet, 
subdued demeanour; so much more suitable to 
the Christian character than the desire of 
prominence and the applause of the world. 

Others again, who desire to cure themselves 
of self-indulgence which they feel has been 
hurtful to their souls, must be directed to im- 
pose upon themselves small acts of self-denial — 
such as early rising, or eschewing easy chairs ; 
not suffer themselves to complain of heat or 
cold, or bad weather, or other trifling inconve- 
niences ; not consult their own comfort ; to eat 
of dishes they like least — sometimes at least. 
Such acts of self-denial will, at the first, perhaps 
be felt really to be a Penance ; but it is surpris- 
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ing how soon both body and soul will experience 
satisfaction rather than irksomeness in the 
independence of mere creature comforts. 

Others will find it necessary to keep a strict 
watch over their tongue. It is wonderful^ how 
yery general^ in certain classes of life^ is idle talk- 
ing^ boastings pretending to be acquainted with 
great people^ sneering at little people^ talking of 
the merest friyolities. It is quite certain^ that 
people whose minds are full of this absurd non- 
sense must be in a very unsanctified state ; and 
the only way to bring them to serious and holy 
thoughts would be such restriction on their 
tongue and watchfulness over their mind^ and 
such a course of Prayer and devotion^ as would 
for a time^ perhaps^ be very annoying^ and yetj 
if persevered in, would transform them from 
frivolous worldlings into valuable Christian 
members of society. 

It is recommended to persons who are desirous 
of rooting out evil habits, to bring all their 
powers, such as watchfulness, Prayer, and the 
like, to bear on them one by one ; not to waste 
their time in general and desultory endeavours, 
but to determine to wrestle with some one of 
their bad habits — as self-indulgence, boastful 
talking, thoughts of covetousness — until they 
have effectually crippled it, or driven it from 
them. They need not fear that, in singling out 
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one adversary^ the rest will gain advantage; 
because the very same conscientious endeavour 
which they are directing- against one evil habit 
will keep them on their guard against others ; 
and when they have, by God's grace, thoroughly 
mastered their principal opponent, they will 
find much less difficulty with the rest. 

Lastly, there is the important remedy of 
meditation on Divine things. Watchfuhiess 
and Prayer will not be sufficient to remedy 
worldliness, or even sinful thoughts, unless the 
power is secured of fixing the mind on heavenly 
things. A man confesses his worldliness with 
deep contrition, and determines, by God's 
grace, to correct his fault. But he finds that, 
in spite of all he can do, worldly thoughts, of 
the most trivial character, intrude themselves 
in the midst even of his devotions. What is 
the remedy ? He must force his thoughts, by 
habit, into a different channel. 

I have already adverted to the duty of dwell- 
ing on Gt>d's love until the soul is imbued with 
a fuU perception of its reality. The same 
remedy must be used more generally. The 
constant recurrence of worldly thoughts — which 
even good men, who have repented of their 
sins, experience to their great annoyance, and 
that at times when they most wish themselves 
free from such intrusions — is to be remedied 
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by accustoming the mind to dwell on holy 
things. Let a habit be formed of watching 
the first thoughts after wakings and instead of 
allowing them to fix themselves on some worldly 
object of interest^ as will be the case with the 
worldly man^ we may repeat some Psalm, or 
spiritual song, as the Morning Hymn, or Yeni 
Creator, and think of God's love, and what we 
can best do for His glory. A short time, 
early in the morning, devoted to reading Holy 
Scripture, or some book of devotion, is useful 
in fixing the mind on spiritual things, and 
accustoming it to think on them; also such 
little acts as to make a short ejaculation when 
one hears a clock strike, or say a short Prayer 
when one sees a Church : many plans of this sort 
may be devised for preventing the whole current 
of the thoughts flowing in the channel of the 
world. A great help also is to be found in 
frequenting Holy Communion and the right use 
of the Ordinances of the Church. To give an 
instance : as I am writing in the Octave of the 
Ascension : — let him who desires to imbue his 
mind with holy thoughts, devote a certain time 
each morning, at this season, to meditation on 
the great miracle of the Ascension, with all its 
wonderful accompaniments — the glory of our 
ascended Lord at the right-hand of God — His 
intercession for us. Let this form the subject 
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of his meditation aud reading for a certain time 
each day during the week following the Ascen- 
sion. Then comes the Octave of Whit-Sundayi 
with all its wonderful train of associations; 
then Trinity Sunday — if possible^ more elevating 
and impressive than any. The Saints' Days, 
spread, as they are, over the year, will furnish 
new subjects of holy thought. Advent, Christ- 
mas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter, will complete 
the cycle. I do not think that any man will 
ever get over the besetting sin of worldliness; 
even the penitent and pardoned sinner will be 
harassed all his life by this snare ; and liable to 
much annoyance, if not relapse — unless he 
resolutely sets himself, by some such plans as 1 
have pointed out, to give the current of his 
thoughts a new direction ; so that though Uving 
in the world he may not be of it; and may 
lead a |holy life in the midst of its most engross- 
ing scenes. To use the language of a pious 
writer, "We may form a just idea by repre- 
senting to ourselves the way in which a house, 
infected by the plague, is cleansed. All im- 
purities are removed, and incense and other 
perfumes are burnt; it is whitened; a fire is 
lighted, which consumes the bad air; lastly, it 
is furnished, and then it is considered clean, 
and no one fears to inhabit it. Gk)d does 
something resembling this in a carnal and 



124 PENANCE REGARDED^ ETC. 

worldly man, when He is pleased to convert 
him. The man illuminated by Divine Light is 
careful first to cleanse his soul well by penitence, 
and by general Confession, accompanied by 
bitter regret for his faults; then he tries to 
take away the odour of sin by many good 
thoughts, by pious consideration, and by recol- 
lection of the good example of Saints; after- 
wards he whitens it by the exercises of a strict 
and penitent life; lastly, he completes the 
purification by kindling the fire of Divine Love, 
which, being thoroughly lighted in his heart, 
drives out the pestiferous air of worldliness and 
vice, after which the soul becomes perfectly 
clean. Those who saw her sullied with crimes 
have no difficulty in perceiving the change ; she 
sees and feels it herself; humble as she is, she 
is not unconscious of the miraculous effect 
which the Holy Spirit has deigned to work in 
her by His grace. This gives her that inward 
peace which accompanies her everywhere, and 
which she never loses." 

I have set down many things in this chapter 
which can scarcely be called Penances ; at least, 
if regarded as Penances at first, they will soon 
come to be felt as the greatest comforts and 
blessings to him who desires to escape altogether 
from the trammels of sin, and lead a life of 
godliness. 



CHAPTER XI. 



FREQUENCY OF CONFESSION. 

I BEGAN by speaking of the necessity of Con- 
fession in cases where the consdence is troubled 
with some '' weighty matter/^ or "grievous 
crime/' — or criminal habit, or course of crime, 
which is inconsistent with a state of grace, or 
oppressive to the conscience. I supposed the 
penitent, brought by the Holy Spirit, to be 
desirous of making a fiill and free Confessioji, 
accompanied by contrition such as would entitle 
him, through God's great mercy, to the benefit 
of Absolution, and be the commencement of a 
new life devoted to the service of God. 

Incidentally, I have touched on those less 
urgent cases in which persons, without being 
conscious of grievous sin, do nevertheless desire 
the ghostly counsel of their Pastor, and wiah to 
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place themselves under his guidance^ and to 
come frequently to him, with a view to the 
benefit of his direction. Such cases wUl cer- 
tainly come under the sanction of our Church. 

In regard to frequent Confession, it is mani- 
fest thatj if a sinner after repentance and 
Confession relapses into his former sin, he is in 
a worse case than before, and more in need of 
spiritual aid, though of different treatment. 
Suppose a man burdened with the guilt of some 
habitual sin which he thoroughly abhors, and 
desires to subdue, but hitherto without success. 
He has confessed with much apparent con- 
trition, and obtained Absolution, and, for a 
short time, all has gone on well. But presently, 
notwithstanding his resolutions and Prayers, 
or possibly from relaxation in one of these 
particulars, he falls again into the same sin. 
It is recommended by all persons conversant 
with the subject, that such a person should 
again and again resort to his spiritual adviser. 
It is Uke a medical case that requires constant 
watching. The very knowledge that he will 
have to confess his shamefiil falls is found to be 
one of the best preservatives. Many instances 
are recorded of persons who have been saved 
from grievous sins by this repeated Confession. 

In respect to Confession of lighter offences, 
the Church does not restrict persons in this 
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matter^ but directs that all ''who cannot quiet 
their own conscience '^ should seek the ghostly 
counsel of some learned and discreet Minister 
of God's Word. And it is certain that persons 
living in a state of grace often feel more scruple 
of conscience^ and are more distressed in mind 
on account of some comparatively trivial fault, 
than others do who have committed the most 
grievous sins. The greatest Saints ever ac- 
knowledge themselves the greatest sinners. 

So that though our Church in her Offices 
may not seem expressly to encourage frequent 
Confession, or Confession of lighter sins; on 
the other hand, there is no prohibition or dis- 
couragement ; and the very nature of the case, 
and the spiritual requirements of sinful men, 
plainly shew that any such prohibition would 
be most inexpedient. 

For the duty of a Minister, in repect to 
such cases, we must look to the general instruc- 
tions which are given to every Priest of the 
Church : that he be diligent " out of the Scrip- 
tures to instruct the people committed to his 
charge," "in season and out of season/' not 
merely in the pulpit, but also on such private 
opportunities as may be afforded to him ; that 
" he use both public and private monition, as 
well to the sick as to the whole within his 
cure, as need shall require and occasion be 
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given/' The use of "private monition^' evidently 
implies some private Confession^ or at least 
opening of the mind^ or the Priest would be 
ignorant how to shape his monitions. But 
it seems superfluous to seek for specific autho- 
rity; because I suppose there is scarcely a 
Bishop or Priest in the EngUsli Churchy how- 
ever prejudiced in theory against the practice 
of Confession^ who would^ in practice^ rqect 
one of his flock who came to ask his ghostly 
counsel and advice^ and open his griefs^ even 
though they might not be of that burdensome 
character with respect to which the Church 
peremptorily enjoins him to receive the Con- 
fession of penitents. A patient does not send 
for a physician only when in actual danger of 
of death ; a prudent man obtains medical assist- 
ance for minor ailments; and so wiU one who 
knows the danger even of incipient evil avail 
himself of the aid of spiritual advice. The 
Church of England neither by precept nor 
practice discourages that confidential inter- 
course between a Parochial Pastor and his flock 
which^ if rightly conducted^ is often of the most 
beneficial use. This sort of intercourse is not 
uncommon between the good Pastor and the 
poorer members of his flock; why should it 
not be equally extended to the rich ? 
There is no function of the Ministry more 
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highly prized by earnest Pastors than the 
preparation of young people for Confirmation^ 
or for their first Communion. How very anala- 
gous^ in some respects^ is this to Confession. 
Yet no blame is ever attached to this inter- 
course between the Priest and the younger 
members of his flock. Early Confession would 
save thousands firom irretrievable sin and 
misery. 

There are many Clergy who preach what are 
commonly called " awakening*^ Sermons — Ser- 
mons which startle and alarm the sinner. Such 
Preachers are constantly appUed to by those 
whose conscience has been touched by some- 
thing they have heard ; and if their ability to 
'direct the conscience in private is equal to their 
power of awakening it in public^ the labours of 
these men may be eminently blessed. And 
there are^ thanks be to God^ many Preachers of 
skill not only to awaken the conscience, but to 
lead the conscience^ when thus awakened^ in 
the path of godliness. This is cledxly a higher 
and more difficult task than the awakenment of 
conscience. The preaching of conversion to a 
mixed congregation is certainly a more elemen- 
tary work than the leading the converted soul 
on from strength to strength. That which the 
latter sort of Preacher aims at is to convince 
his hearers of the need of adding to their faith^ 

K 
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virtue^ and all the graces of the spiritual life ; 
the conquering and eradicating every remnant 
of sin; the advancing and improving every 
grace. 

And as the first sort of Preacher would re- 
ceive many applications &om those persons 
whose sotds were moved to conversion; so 
would the latter be most consulted by souls 
already converted who desired advancement in 
holiness. 

Besides^ souls after conversion are liable to 
relapse and difficulties. And the treatment of 
backsliders is acknowledged to be more difficult 
than of those who make a first Confession. 
Absolution must be given more cautiously^ and 
more unmistakeable evidences of contrition 
must be required. 

There is^ also^ the case of those to be con- 
sidered who meet^ as all will do^ with difficulties 
and draw-backs ; who do not make that pro- 
gress that they wish — who are harassed by their 
old temptations^ and almost fall under them — 
who cannot get that firm faith and love of Gkxl 
which they hoped; or whose love, at first 
ardent, waxes cold, and quails beneath the con- 
tact of the world. Now it is certain that souls 
in this condition — i, e., penitent and pardoned 
souls, which meet with these difficulties — are 
often far more liable to feel the burden of their 
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sin, however lighter in reality than it was — far 
more likely to feel scruple in approaching the 
Table of the Lord, than even before their con- 
version; and therefore, as we have before 
observed, need encouragement to open their 
griefs to some learned and discreet Minister of 
God's Word as much as even great sinners; 
and such persons would naturally resort to the 
same Confessor who had before led them in the 
path of penitence. 

The more minutely the subject is considered, 
the more obvious will this view appear. The 
new penitent desires to build up in his heart 
the love of God; to pray more fixedly and 
fervently ; to advance in holiness ; to go on to 
perfection ; but finds his efforts much counter- 
acted by his old enemies — the World, the Flesh, 
and the Devil : he does not yield to them — ^nay, 
he fights manfully ; but not with so much success 
as he expected. He has confessed earnestly and 
received Absolution for sins of anger and 
violence, ill-tempers, evil speaking and the like ; 
but he finds himself still on the very brink of 
falling into the same sins — saved, it may be, 
only by silence. He needs, therefore, spiritual 
aid, in order to enable him to meet his difficul- 
ties ; not, perhaps, set Confession and Absolu- 
tion, but rather what our Church designates by 
the term ^' ghostly counsel," and that as often 
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as the feeble soul requires it. I think it im- 
possible to contend that our Church condemns 
the seeking or affording such counsel. 

It must be admitted that there are many 
dangers to be guarded against. In foreign 
Churches, where Confession is compulsory and 
periodical, there is danger of formality ; and so 
there must be in cases where any person volun- 
tarily uses periodical Confession. I do not 
mean that such Confession is to be condemned 
on that account, only that the dangers incidental 
to it must be guarded against. The avowals of 
foreign writers on this subject afford convincing 
evidence that, where Confession is periodical 
and compulsory, persons will too frequently 
come as a matter of course, and without due 
contrition, and confess their sins, without form- 
ing any decided resolution of forsaking them. 
Confessors also become careless and perfunc- 
tory; while it requires even more than the 
average skill and holiness in the Confessor to 
infdse a spirit of true contrition into these 
formal penitents ; consequently, there is a great 
danger of those who make such Confession 
remaining really impenitent, and deceiving 
their own souls. Again, in the case of those 
who come frequently to Confession even with a 
contrite spirit, there is danger of their learning 
to lean too much on the Confessor, instead of 
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actings by God's grace, for themselves. It is 
impossible for a man to free himself of the 
burden of responsibility. We may not place 
our conscience in the keeping of another. 
Priests are frail and erring, like other men — 
liable to human passion, to private prejudice, 
to political rancour. A man who should be 
guilty of a crime at the suggestion of a Priest, 
to whom he went for spiritual advice, would not 
be free from the responsibility of the evil deed. 
However desirable it may be that persons 
should, in many spiritual cases, consult a 
ghostly adviser, yet a certain responsibility will 
always remain with them, to reject or follow 
the advice given them. 

This caution is needed; for there are per- 
sons, females especially, who have brought 
themselves so entirely to yield their conscience 
to the guidance of others, that they have no 
will or choice of their own: and it is clear 
that if such persons fell into the hands of 
designing Priests, they might be made the 
tools of much iniquity. 

Still, whatever weight we assign to these ob- 
jections, the main statement is unimpeachable 
— that not only is the Ordinance of Confession 
and Absolution one of the most important 
instruments for saving souls, but also the 
ghostly counsel of a discreet and learned 
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Minister may be of infinite value in many 
ways to those who desire to advance in godliness 
and to make their calling and election sure. 
And it were much to be desired^ both that 
Parishioners resorted more to their Pastor to 
open their griefs^ and avail themselves of his 
counsel^ and also that English Priests were 
better prepared than they generally are to ren- 
der spiritual assistance^ in cases of conscience^ 
to those whom the Holy Spirit leads to seek 
their aid. 

Carefully as I have endeavoured to keep 
my observations within the strict limits of our 
Church Formularies, yet I am aware that so 
much prejudice exists on the subject that I can 
hardly hope to escape censure. 

The very idea of Confession is irritating to 
worldly men. Conceive the man of the world* 
the statesman, the man of business, the man of 
fashion and pleasure, the man of society — such 
as are nine-tenths of the world ; conceive such 
men, on their knees, in the presence of a 
Priest, recounting the sins of a whole life, the 
years spent in frivoUty, or covetousness, or 
ambition : how incongruous is the notion ! Yet 
there are earnest men in all stations who have 
sought and obtained God^s forgiveness through 
the means of the Confessional. God's chosen 
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ones seek and find Him^ while the world rails 
and cavils. It is one of Satan^s boldest 
manoeuvres to mar this Ordinance of God, by 
making it an occasion of sin, and so throwing 
on it discredit and suspicion. 

Should any one who has read my volume be 
disposed to cavil at my argument, I would ask 
him, Are you yourself a penitent or an impeni- 
tent person? Ask your own conscience. Are 
you living in a state of grace or not ? If you 
feel yourself to be an impenitent ungodly per- 
son, how can you dare to indulge in anger or 
ridicule, or endeavour to dissuade persons from 
the use of an Ordinance which the most holy 
men of all ages, and the most distinguished 
Divines of our ovm Church, declare to have 
been eminently blessed to the salvation of 
souls? Take heed lest, in your unreasonable 
prejudice, you may be adding to your own con- 
demnation. If you are penitent and justified 
yourself, I will almost venture to say, that if 
you did not attain that blessed state by the 
direct means of this Ordinance, it was by some- 
thing very analagous to it. It was by confi- 
dential intercourse. with some pious friend, to 
whom you opened your grief, or to whose 
spiritual counsel you resorted. By far the 
larger number of persons, I verily believe, 
receive salvation from one to the other — soul 
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kindling soul — the spark of Divine grace being 
communicated ^by a holy contact with some 
Christian heart. At any rate, if you cannot 
ascribe your own conversion to such means as 
this, you know too well the happiness of living 
in a state of grace to grudge that others should 
attain that blessed state by any means that are 
found available for the purpose. 

It is my earnest hope and prayer that God, 
of His great mercy, may prosper this little 
book to the removal of those prejudices with 
which the holy Ordinance of Confession is 
regarded : that some who read it may be led to 
perceive how exactly suited to their own case, 
as unrepentant sinners, is the advice given that 
they should open their griefs to some one of 
God's Ministers, who may be able to lead them, 
through the gate of Confession, to a thorough 
repentance and amendment of life: and that 
some amongst my Brethren in the Ministry, 
into whose hands this volume may faU, may 
perceive that in neglecting or discouraging the 
Ordinance of Confession they have been dis- 
paraging an Ordinance plainly enjoined by 
the Church of which they are Ministers, and 
amongst the surest and most efficacious means 
of bringing repentant souls to the Kingdom 
of Heaven! 
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While these pages have been going through 
the press^ an Article has appeared in the English 
Review, in which objection is made to certain 
recent statements of Dr. Pusey on the subject 
of Confession. The Reviewer speaks very re- 
spectfully of Dr. Pusey, and avows his entire 
concurrence with him in principle. '^We be- 
lieve in common/' says the Reviewer, " that the 
power to absolve sins in Christ's Name is given 
to all Priests through their Ordination. We 
believe that the power is committed to them 
by Christ Himself, through the imposition of 
the Bishop's hands, with the words, ' Receive 
the Holy Ghost for the office and work of a 
Priest in the Church of God, now committed 
unto thee by the imposition of our hands: 
Whose sins thou dost forgive they are forgiven, 
and whose sins thou dost retain they are re- 
tained.' " This, it may be observed in passing, 
is entirely contrary to the notions of the Evan- 
gelical party, who are well disposed to hear the 
Confessions of their Parishioners, and give 
them ghostly counsel, but scruple as to the use 
of Absolution. 
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The Reviewer^s quarrel with Dr. Pusey is 
not with regard to the principle, but frequency 
of Confession. 

It is not for me to defend Dr. Pusey, or 
interpret his views. I would only point out 
that the arguments and facts brought forward 
by the Reviewer do not substantiate the charge 
that Dr. Pusey^s system is identical with the 
Romish. 

In the first place, to say, with our Church, 
that penitents, and those of tender conscience, 
should come to Confession, is not to say that 
all persons should do so. There may be per- 
sons living in a state of grace, without any 
tenderness or scruple of conscience. 

Secondly, if it be the fact that Dr. Pusey 
encourages the habitual use of Confession 
amongst the members of a Sisterhood of Mercy, 
this by no means proves that he similarly 
encourages habitual Confession in all persons. 
Persons aiming at a higher spiritual life may 
require more aid and direction than others. 
A Sister of Mercy — whose daily walk is amongst 
cholera and fever, who has voluntarily given up 
aU the ordinary comforts of life, for Christ's 
sake, believing that she has a call to such 
duties — may have peculiar temptations, and 
need strengthening, and reireshment, and 
ghostly counsel, which others walking, however 
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uprightly and purely^ in the ordinary path of 
life might not require. 

Dr. Pusey distinctly avows his opinion that 
the distinction between the English and Bomish 
Churches, in respect to Confession, is, that in 
the former it has "ceased to be compulsory/' 
The Reviewer speaks slightingly of this dis- 
tinction, as though it were trivial. To me, it 
seems to make all the difference possible. In 
the Romish Church, the rule is that the faith- 
ful of both sexes shall confess at least once a 
year, under pain of being debarred firom Holy 
Communion. This of course implies that Con- 
fession is to be perwdicaL Periodical Confes- 
sion brings with it the danger of formalism, 
perfiinctoriness, insincerity — all which abuses 
are removed by the absence of compulsion. 
In the EngUsh Church, none come to Confession 
but those who really desire aid in repentance 
or the removal of scruples. Confession, not 
being compulsory, is with them a real and 
sincere affair. The admission, on Dr. Pusey's 
part, that he does not advocate a compulsory 
Confession at once exonerates him firom the 
charge that his system is "practically identical 
with that of Rome." 

The simple difference between Dr. Pusey and 
the Reviewer seems to be in respect to the 
frequency of Confession. And surely gdod 
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Churchmen may differ on this point as well as 
on the frequency of Communion, or the fre- 
quency of Prayer. David prayed seven times 
a day, Daniel thrice, some good men perhaps 
only twice. So long as all pray sincerely, why 
should we dispute about the number of our 
Prayers ? 

The Reviewer closes his Article with an 
argument which I wish he had not used-^ 
the argument of expediency. "We are fully 
persuaded," he says, "that it is a system to 
which it is imposssible popular opinion can 
ever be reconciled!" Alas, alas! and is an 
Ordinance on which depends the salvation of 
souls to be abandoned, because we cannot hope 
to have "popular opinion" on our side? Depend 
on it, the Church will never do the Lord^s work 
otherwise than negligently, until her leading 
men have got rid of the notion of " satisfying 
the pubUc." We must look simply to the good 
of souls, and the honour of God^s Name, and 
cast to the winds all anxiety about " satisfying 
the public," if the doing so would oblige us to 
deviate one hair's breadth from the strict line 
of Christian duty. 
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cloth, price 68. 

STAND FAST IN THE FAITH. A Sermon bearing on 
the Duties of Churchmen at the present time. By the. Rev. W. B. 
Flowbr, B.A., Curate of Stoke Damerel. 6d. 

ACTIVE ZEAL. A Sermon preached on S. Peter's Day, 
18S0, in S. Peter's Chapel, Pimlico. By the Rev. S. B. Habpbb, 
B.A., Curate of Dalton. l8mo., 2d. 

PLAIN SERMON ON THE DUTY OF ACTING UPON 
WHAT WE HEAR. By the Rev. E. J. R. Huohbs, Curate of 
Whitehaven. Fcap. 8vo., price 8d. 

PLAIN SERMON ON REVERENCE AND ATTEN- 
TION IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. By the Rev. £. J. B. Huohbs. 
Price 2d. 

SERMONS ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. By the Rev. 
J. 6. Packbr, M.A., Incumbent of S. Peter's, Bethnal Green. 
Suited to a poor Congregation in large towns. 5S. 

'"No less commendable by plainness of style and simplicity of 
thought, than by the earnestness and devoutness of tone which per- 
vades them." — John Bull, 
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SERMONS. By the Rev. James Cowlks Prichaad, 
M.A., late Vicar of Mitcham» aud Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. 
Fcap. 8to., price 4s. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN THE PARISH CHURCH 
OF S. ANDRBW, CLIFTON. By Georgb Rvndlb Prtnnk, 
late Curate of Cliftoo* Incumbent of S. Peter's, Plymouth. 8vo., 
price lOs. Od. 

WHAT IS TRUTH ? A Sermon preached in ike Parish 
Church of S- Anne, Limehoose, on Trinity Sunday, June I8tb, 
1848. By the late R. Rawlins, M.A., Curate and Byeulng I^ec 
turer. Published by request. I^ce 6d. 

UNCLEANNESS, THE RUIN OF BODY AND SOUL. 
Two Sermons preached in tike Chapel of S. Peter's College, Radley, 
by the Rer. R. C. Sinolbton, Warden. Fcap. 8vo., 8d. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN HOLY WEEK, and at other 
Seasons of the Church. By the Rev. Charlbs Fbltov Smith, 
B. A., of Queen's College, Cambridge } Incumbent of Peudlebury, 
near Manchester, and Domestic Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord 
Viaeonnt Gombermere. l2mo. doth, 6s. 

THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES CON- 
NECTED WITH THE RESTORATION OF CHURCHES. And, 
THE WALK IN THE SPIRIT, two Sermons preached at the 
First Anniversary of the Consecration of the Rebuilt Church of 
S. Nicholas, Kemerton, on Thursday, October 19, 1848. By Sir 
Qborob Prbvost, Bart., M.A., Perpetual Cerate of Stiach- 
combe ; and C. E. Kbnnawat, M.A., Vicar of Campden. Price 
Od., fbr parochial distribution. 

SERMONS preached in the Parish Churches of Old and 
New Shoreham, Sussex. By Wm. Whbblbb, B.D., Vicar. 8vo. 
doth, price lOs. Od. 

THE MORAL CONSEQUENCES OF A FALSE 
FAITH. A Sermon preached at the Church of S. Martin's in the 
Fields, Liverpool, on Sunday, the Sth of November, 1848. By 
the Rev. Cbcil Wrat, M.A. Published at the request of the 
Congregation. Demy 8vo., Od. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN VARIOUS CHURCHES 
. OF BRISTOL. By J. R. WoonFORD, M.A., Incumbent of S. 
Mark's, Lower Easton. 8vo. bds., 7s. 6d. 

SERMONS FOR THE PEOPLE. Price Id. each. 
Nos. I. to XXXVIII. are now ready. Nos. XXXIX. to LII. will be 
published consecutively. 

This Series has been commenced with a view of supplying Clergy- 
men with discourses which they may place in the hands of those oi 
their parishioners who do not frequent thehr parish church. 
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THE GOSPEL OF S. MATTHEW Illustrated from 
ancient and modern Authors. By the Rey. Jambs Ford, M.A., 
Prebendary of Exeter Cathedral, and Vicar of S. Mary Church, 
Devon. Demy Svo., doth, lOs. 6d. 

" As a storehoase of good and valuable thoughts, that may be ex-' 
panded by meditation or furnish topics of discourse, it may be used 
again and again and never without profit and pleasure.** — Ouardiun. 

** We do cordially recommoid this book to our readers.**— J?fi^/i«A 
Churehman. 

THE GOSPEL OF S. MARK Illustrated chiefly in the 
Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern Authors. 
By the Rev. Jambs Ford, M.A. Demy 8vo., doth, price lOs. 6d. 

" The true value of this volume, is in suggesting, in fact supplying. 
Sermon thoughts.*'— CArJf^tan Rmembrancer, April, tS49. 

THE GOSPEL OF S. LUKE Illustrated chiefly in the 
Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from andent and modem Authors. 
By the Rev. Jambs Ford, M.A. Demy 8vo., doth, price 168. 

" The brevity, depth, and variety of the extracts form the most 
peculiar and valuable features of the work, and give it a great prac- 
tical superiority over most other commentaries.** — EnglUh Churchman. 

THE GOSPEL OF S. JOHN. Prepanng. 

A COMMENTARY ON THE TE DEUM, chiefly from 
Andent Sources. By the Lord Bishop of Bubchin. Royal 
ssmo., price 2s. cloth ; Ss. 6d. calf; 4s. 6d. morocco. 

COMMENTARY ON THE SEVEN PENITENTIAL 

PSALMS. Chiefly from Andent Sources. l8mo. doth, price is. j 
Morocco, Ss. 6d. 

" Under tills modest title we have a most uneful and truly religions 
realization of the Evangelical meaning of the Penitential Psalms. 
The writer has chosen for illustration the internal acts of penitence, 
and in a very able and doquent introduction has placed the use of the 
Psalms in the Christian Church, and of these espedally, as exponents 
of Evangelical repentance, in a very clear and satis&ctory light.** — 
EcclerioBtic, 



DEVOTIONAL. 

Cf)e ISooft of (Somnton Eraser of 1662, accord. 

ing to the Sealed Copy in the Tower of London. In small 8vo.) 
handsomefy printed in red and black, with the old Elzevir type, 
forming a suitable volume for a Clergyman's use either in the desk 
or closet. Price, calf, 12s. 6d.; Antique calf, 18s. and 218.; mo* 
rocco, l68. 6d., and upwards. 

" In form it is neat and compact, and in typogjaphy remarkably 
elegant. For all purposes where accurate quotation is necessary, the 
present is the edition; the edition, that is, for the majority of the 
Clergy who are not book-collectors, yet whose study tables need an 
authoritative and standard Prayer Book." — Christian Remembrancer. 

MEDITATIONS ON THE SUFFERING LIFE ON 
EARTH OP OUR LORD AND ONLY SAVIOUR. From the 
French of Pinart. Edited and adapted by the Lord Bishop 
OF Brbchin. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, with Frontispiece from Overbeck. 
Price 6s. 6d. Bound 88. 

" It is a very plain and at the same time a very real and deep book ; 
we know of no other book on its subject in the English language so 
well fitted for general circulation." — Ouardian* 

THE CHRISTIAN'S CONVERSE. A Practical Treatise. 
Translated and adapted by the Right Rev. A. P. Forbrs, D.C.L., 
Bishop of Brechin. Royal 32mo., price 4d. Roan 6d., morocco is. 
Showing the duties of holding converse with God under all circum- 
stances and at all times. 

BISHOP KEN'S PRAYERS FOR THE USE OF ALL 
PERSONS WHO COME TO THE BATHS OF BATH FOR 
CURE. With a Life of the Author. By J. H. Marklano, Esq., 
F.R.S., S.A. New Edition, revised and much enlarged. With an 
Engraving of Bishop Ken's Tomb in Frome Churdhyard. Fcap. 
8vo. doth, 2s. 6d. 

This beautiful little volume contains — The Bishop's Address to the 
Sick Person, with Prayers. — Exhortation to the Rich, with Prayers — 
Exhortation to the Poor, with Prayers for themselves and those that 
relieve them. — Short Prayers for the Weak, and Thanksgivings for 
those Relieved by the Waters. 

BISHOP KEN'S PRAYERS FOR MORNING AND 
EVENING. Adapted for general use. Price 3s. 6d. per 100. 

BISHOP KEN'S PRACTICE OF DIVINE LOVE. To 
which are added Directions for Prayer. A new edition, with some 
account of the Author. Royal l8mo., 2s. ; cheap edition, 9d. 

THE ALTAR; or Meditations in Verse on the Holy 
Communion. Adapted to the various parts of the Service in the 
Church of England. By the Author of "The Cathedral,*' *'The 
Baptistery," &c. Price 68., morocco 88. 6d. 
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COMPANION TO THE ALTAB. 

Adapted to tbe OflKoe for the H0I7 Ctamanmion, accordiii^ to the 
Uee of tiie Scottish Clisreh. duaao,, doth, U. 1 robricated, is. 6d. 

STEPS TO THE ALTAR; « Muraal of Derotkm for tbe 
Blessed Eacharist. By W. E. Scvoamorb, M.A.* Rector of 
Ditcbinsbam. Fifth EditioD, carefoUx rerised and enlarged. 
Neat cloth is. aod is. 6d., limp roan 3s. 6d., calf 3s. Od., hand^ 
ioisely bound in morocco 4s., antique morocco iss. 

EUCHARISTIC MONTH : being sbort Daily Preparation, 
with Aspiration and TbanksgiTing^ for the H<^ COmmonion. 
92mo., rubricated, price 8d. ; doUi, is.; morocco. Is. 6d. 

THE DEVOUT CHURCHMAN ; or, Dailj Meditations 
from Advent to tlie Close of tta« CbristiaB Tear. Edfted bf 
the Rev. ALaxANoan Watson, MJL la 2 Vols., post 8to. dotfa« 
price 158.; calf, ns. 

"This worlc follows the order and arrangrement of the Church's 
year, and is of an eminentlf practical character. We can oxdially 
recommend it to the Clergy as a most useful book for the private 
reading and iustruction of their parisliioners.*'— fTn^/icA Churehman, 

CHURCHMAN'S SUNDAY EVENINGS AT HOME; 

or. Family Readings for each Sunday and Holy Day in the 
Christian Year. By the Rer. AiszANnsa Watson, M.A. Com> 
plete in one vol., demy 8vo., second edition. Qoth, Us. 

FAMILY OFFICES for tbe Snndays, Festival, and Fasts, 
throughout the Christian Year. By the Rev. W. P. Wars, M.A., 
Rector of Compton Valence. New edition, cloth, 3s. 

DUCTOR INFIRMORUM ; or, a Gnide to Infirm, Sick, 
and Dying Members of the Chnrdi of England. By the Rev. 
HsNRY STasTTOv, M.A., Perpetual Curate of Cbnrch-Hixon, 
Diocese of Uchfleld, and one of the Compilen of " Visitatio Infir> 
morum." Preparing. 

VISITATIO INFIRMORUM; or, Offices for the Clergy 
iu Directing, Comforting, and Praying with the Sick. Compiled 
from Approved Sources. With an Introduction. By WILI^IAM 
H. COPE, M.A., Minor Canon and Librarian of S. Peter's, West- 
minster, and Chaplain to the Westminster Hospital; and HENRT 
STRETTON, M.A., Perpetual Curate of Church-Hixon, in the 
Diocese of Lichfield. l2mo. calf, lOs., morocco aos. Also, with 
Silver and Gilt clasps, comers, &c. In Three Parts, calf, ais. 
New Edition. 

APPENDIX TO THE FIRST EDITION enntalning the Additional 
Ottces. Price is. 6d. 

THE RESPONSAL FOR THE VISITATIO INFIRMO. 
RUM : Portions of the Offices to be mid by those who accompany 
the Priest in Ministering to tbe Siok, Infirm, and AiBicted. Cloth, 
38. 6d.j calf, 68. Od. 
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Fcap. 870. with red marginal Hnes, strongly bound in doth, witti red 

edges, price 68. 

(THOMAS A KEMPIS) DE IMITATIONS CHRISTI, 

carefully edited, with Indices. 

Also, a cheaper edition of the same, uniform with the '* Oxford 
Pocket Editions.** Price 2s. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S DAY. New edition, square 24ino., 
with bordered pages and Frontispiece from Overbeck. By the 
Rey. F. B. Paobt. MA. Ciotti, Ss. Od.} morocco, 6s. | antique 
morocco, 168. and 2ls. 

SURSUM CORDA: AIDS TO PRIVATE DEVO- 
TION. Being a Body of Prayers collected from the Writings of 
English Churchmen. Compiled and arranged by F. E. Paobt, 
M.A. In Tvo Parts, square 24mo., bordered pages, and beautiful 
Frontispiece, price 6s., or in Plain Morocco 7s. 6d. •, for presents, 
morocco Extra 10s. 6d., or antique morocco 18s. 

This is the work announced in the '* Christian's Day," under the 
title, " A Manual of Devotions," as a companion to that work. 

PRAYERS ON BEHALF OF THE CHURCH AND 

HER CHILDREN in TIMES of TROUBLE. CompUed for the 
present use of Members of the Cburch of England by the Rey. 
F. E. Paobt, M.A. Second edition. 82mo., price is. 

NELSON ON THE COMMUNION ; containing Devotions 
for the Altar, Meditations, Prayers, &c. A New Edition. Memoir 
by Hawkins, and a Portrait of the Author. 18mo., 98. 6d. 

HOLY BAPTISM. The Offices of Baptism, according to 
the Use of the English Church; with Sdect Passages, Meditations 
and Prayers, irom the Fathers and Old Divines. Suited as a 
present to baptized children, catechumens, and parents and spon- 
sors. Royal 24mo., with bord^ ornaments, &c. Price 8s. cloth ; 
6b. fid. moiocoo. 

EUCHOLOGION. 

A Colleetion of Prayers, Forms of Intercession, and Thanksgiving, 
Litanies, &c. For the use of Families. l2mo., cloth, price as. fid. 

FORM OF SELF-EXAMINATION. With Prayers Pre- 
paratory to the Holy Communion. Third edition, price ad. 

FORM OF SELF.EXAMINATION, with a Few Directions 
for Daily Use. By F. H. M. Second edition, 3d,, or 21s, per lOO. 
In dothf 4d. 

AN HOROLOGY; or, Dial of Prayer. Royal 32mo., 
Rubricated, price is. New edition. 

Being Short Prayors by way of Aspiration for evory hour. Intended 
to aid tiie feeUe endeavours of those who desire to show all faithful 
obedience to their Blessed Saviour's words* ** Men ought always to 
pray." 
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QUESTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMINATION for the Use 
of the Clergy in what Concerns their Sacred Office. Price 6d., 
Rabricated. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE SICK ROOM, containmg 
Praf era for Different Parts of the Day, Prayers in Sickness, and 
Offices of Penitence for Holy Communion, &c. 4s. doth, j bound, 
4s. 6d. 

A COMPANION FOR THE SICK ROOM ; being a Com- 
pendium of Christian Doctrine, Practice, and Derotion. Price 4s.} 
bound 4s. Od. 

These two bound together in i rol. dotb, price 7b. 6d. ; calf lOs. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS Illustrated in a Me. 
morial of a Humble Follower of Christ. By the same Author. 
Third edition, revised. Price is. 

INSTRUCTIONS, PRAYERS, AND HOLY ASPIRA- 
TIONS FOR AFFLICTED CHRISTIANS. By the Author of 
" The Doctrine of the Cross," and " Devotions for the Sick Room.'* 
Cloth, 8d. 

AnvxRTisaiiBNT. — ^The great comfort afforded to many sorrowing 
hearts by the ** Devotions for the Sick Room,** has induced me to put 
forth these highest aspirations of the Saints of God. 

MANUAL FOR COMMUNICANTS. 

Being an Assistant to a Devout and Worthy Reception of THE 
LORD'S SUPPER. Compiled from Catholic Sources. By a 
Parish Priest. Beautifully rubricated and bound, in morocco, 
is. 6d. } roan, is. ; paper cover, 6d. An edition for aged persons 
in large type, 6d., bound in cloth } also a small edition for distri- 
bution, 2d. each, or I4s. per 100. 

" Of this Manual it is high praise to say, that it will stand well with 
the best which we have.** — ChriMtian Remembrancer, 

A MANUAL OF DEVOTION AND CHRISTIAN IN- 
STRUCTION FOR SCHOOL BOYS. Compiled from various 
sources. Price is. cloth. 

MANUAL FOR THE SICK, containing the OfSces for 
the Visitation and Communion of the Sick, with Notes from 
Bishop Sparrow; Prayers from Bishop Cosin and othersj and 
Select Psalms and Hymns. Edited by the Rsv. J. Kkblx. Is. Od, 

POCKET MANUAL OF PRAYERS. New edition, with 
considerable additions, being a Book of Devotions for the Hours, 
Christian Seasons, and the various circumstances of Life— es- 
pecially useful to those who lack time and strength to use long 
devotions. Price 8d., in dark purple paper bindings is., in doth, 
red edges ; 2s. 6d. blue calf, gilt or red eidges. 
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A MANUAL OP DEVOTIONS FOR CHORISTERS 

AND SCHOOLBOYS. To which are added. Biographical Notices 
of Eminent Choristers, &c. In use at Mag^dalen Colleg^e School, 
Oxford. By Thomas Frbdbrick Smith, M.A., Fellow. With an 
engraved Frontispiece, and Portrait of Henry Purcell, when a 
Chapel- Boy. Cloth 2s. ; limp blue calf, red edges, or roan tuck, 38. 

"Well calculated to promote holy seal and emulation among 
Choristers." — English Churchman. 

** Should be in the hands of every Chorister."— ParifA Choir, 

REFLECTIONS, MEDITATIONS, AND PRAYERS 

(with Gospel Harmony) on the most Holy life and Sacred Passion 
of onr LoRn Jksus Christ, chiefly Arom Ancient Sources. By the 
author of " A Companion to the Sick Room." Fcap. Svo. in 
leather, limp covers, price 6s., calf 8s. morocco lOs. 

" One which we hope to see become a standard.*'— CArts/tan Re^ 
ncmbrttn ccr, 

" Such a compilation by a devout mind cannot be without its nee.*' 
— Guardian. 

MEDITATIONS ON CONFIRMATION. By the Rev. 
R. MiLMAN, M.A., Vicar of Lambome, Berks. Second edition, 
price Sd. 

PRAYERS, RULES, &c., on Sheets, as used in the 
College of S. Andrew, Harrow Weald. By the Rev. £. Monro. 



Morning Prayer, ad. 
Evening Prayer, Sd. 
Short Service for Advent, 2d. 

— • Lent, 2d. 

■'■ First Commimion, 2d. 



Prayers for the srd, 6th, and 0th 
Hours, 2d. each. 

A Tabular View of English His- 
tory, with Collateral Events, is. 

A Chart of Gospel Harmony, 6d. 



Rules of S. Andrew's College, 6d. 

MORNING AND EVENING EXERCISES FOR BE- 
GINNERS. A Form of Daily Prayer: with a Short Form of 
Daily Examination of the Conscience. Compiled by a Clergyman. 
Price 2d., or Us. per hundred. 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. On a card, 
price 4d. 

ORDER FOR PRIME. In post 8yo., stiff cover, price 4d. ; 
by post, 6d. 

ORDER FOR COMPLINE ; or, Prayers before Bed-time. 
Second Edition. In post 8vo., stiff cover, price 4d. j by post, 6d. 

A COLLECTION OF PRIVATE DEVOTIONS for the 

Hours of Prayer. By John Cosin, D.D., Bishop of Durham, 
1626. New edition, price is. } calf Ss. ; limp roan 2s. 6d. 
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PENITENT'S PATH; showing the Steps by whieb he 
may reg:ain Peace in this Woiid, and attain Happiness in the next. 
Compiled from and illnstrated by Passages from Holy Scripture 
and the Book of Common Prayer, with appropriate Selections from 
Ancient Hymns, Oxford Psalter, and Christian Year. NewediUon. 
Price fid. 

CONFESSION, AN EARNEST EXHORTATION TO, 

Addressed to all Sinners who having Grievously Offended the 
Divine Mf^esty, derire by Penitence to destroy tibe hated past. In 
Pemy 8vo., price 6d., or 8d. by post. 

WAYS OF OVERCOMING TEMPTATION: with a 
Form of Self-£xamination and Prayers. By the Rev. R. Obqrob 
BooDLK, M.A., late Vicar of Compton Oando, Somerset; now 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Australia. Second ediUoo, demy l8mo., 
price 4d. in stiff paper. 8d. in cloth. 

DAILY PRAYERS FOR HUSBAND AND WIFE. By 
the Rev. G. Aadkn, M.A., Wadbam College, Oxford, Cha^^lainto 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Devon. Price od. 

PRAYERS FOR A HUSBAND AND WIFB^ 2d. 

FAMILY LECTURES FOR HOLY SEASONS AND 
SAINTS' DAYS. By Sir Arcbibai.d Edmonstonb, Bart l6mo. 
cloth, price Ss. 

FAMILY PRAYERS adapted to the conrse of the Ecclesias- 
tical Year. Compiled for the use of the Families of the Clergy or 
Laity. By a Clergyman. Royal l8mo., cloth, price is. 

FAMILY PRAYERS, 

CoDsiBting of a Selection of the Collects and Prayeis of the Chnrch 
of England. By Josiah W. Smitb, Ksq., B.C.L., Cantab. 
Royal l8mo., cloQi, price is. } paper cover, 64. 

" The object of the Compiler has been to supply a Form of Family 
Prayers, at once short, comprehensive, varied, deeply devotlonid, and 
suited to the wants of all classes, whether in the mansions of the rich, 
or in the dwellings of the poor." — Preface, 

FAMILY DEVOTIONS FOR A FORTNIGHT, adapted 
firom the works of Andrew^s, Ken, Wilson, Kettlewell. Nelson, 
Bpinckes, &c. is. (kl. 

PRIVATE DEVOTION, 

A Short Form for the Use of Children. On a sheet for anspenslon 
in bed-rooms, price Id., or Os. fid. per lOO. Also in a Book, Id. 

PRAYERS AND DIRECTIONS FOR MORNING AND 
EVENING. By F. H. M. On cajrds, Sd. each. 

PRAYERS FOR SOLDIERS. By Major Errinoton. 
Royal 32mo., in parchment cover, and tuck. Sd., or 10s. per 100. 

PRAYERS AND RULES FOR THE ORDERING 
AND USE OF A CHURCH GUILD; with an Appendix, con. 
taining an account of the Ancient Guilds. Price is. 
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN'S LIBRARY. 

THE PRACTICE OF DIVINE LOVE j an Exposition upon the Chnrch 

Catecdiinn. To which are added, Directi<ms for Prafer. Bf 

Bishop Kkn. Price 9d. 
A GUIDE TO THE HOLY COMMUNION s or, the Great Duty of 

Frequenting: the Christian Sacrifice : -with tSuitable Devotions. By 

RoBVBT NxLSON, EsQ. Price 8d. 
A COMPANION FOR THE PENITENT, and for Persons Troubled in 

Mind. By the Rev. John Kbttlbwsll. Price Od. 
PAROCHIAL SERMONS, Preached at S. GUes's, Cripplegate. By 

Bishop Lancblot Avdbbwbs. Price 2s. 
THE CHRISTIAN MAN A CONTENTED MAN. By Bishop San. 

dbbson. With a Short Memoir of the Author. Price 9d. 
STEPS TO THE ALTAR} a Manual of Devotions for the Blessed 

Eucharist. By W. E. Scitdahobb, M.A., Rector of Ditchingham. 

Price 18. doth, Ss. calf. 
THE ART OP CONTENTMENT. By the Author of "The Whole 

Ditty of Man." Price Is. Od. 
FOURTEEN MEDITATIONS OF JOHN GERHARD. Now newly 

done into English by the Rev. B. G. Johns. Price Od. 
A MANUAL OP DEVOTIONS FOR CONFIRMATION AND FIRST 

COMMUNION ) with a Prefatory Address. Price 8d. 
A SELECTION OF HYMNS FOR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE USE. 98. 
THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN'S MANUAL : Forty Days' Meditations 

on the Chief Truths of Religion, as oontained in the Churdi 

Catechism. Price Is. 
A COMMENTARY ON THE SEVEN PENITENTIAL PSALMS. 

Chiefly firom Ancient Sources, is., morocco 9s. Od. 
A COLLECTION OF PRIVATE DEVOTIONS FOR THE HOURS OF 

PRAYER, Compiled by J<»n Cosin, D.D., Bishop of Durham. 

Price is., calf Ss. 
DAILY EXERCISES. Behig Prayers and Meditations for a Fortnight. 

Taken from Homeck*s Happy Ascetic. Price Od. 
THE HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF OUR EVER. 

BLESSED SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST : with Considerations and 

Discourses upon the several parts of the story. Abridged from 

Bishop jBSBirr Tatlob, D.D. Price Is. Od. 

*«* The above may be had in Qoth, gilt edges, at Od. per volume 

additional. 

The following f<Mrm part of the series : 

I/eamtoDie. [Sutton.] is.— Private Devotions. [Spinckes.] is.Od.— 
The Imitation of Christ. [A Kempis.] is. — Manual of Prayer for 
the Young. [Ken.] Od.— The Golden Grove. [Taylor.] gd.- 
Life of Ambrose Bonwicke. is.— Life of Bishop Bull. [Nelson.] 
IS. Od. — Companion to the Prayer Book, is.— Selections from 
Hooker. [Keble.] is. Od.— Meditations on the Eucharist. [Sut- 
ton.] 2s.— Learn to live. [Sutton.] is. Od.— Doctrine and 
DiscipUne of the Chnrch of England. [Heylin.] 8d.— Bishop 
Taylor's Holy Living. 2s.— Bishop Taylor's Holy Dying. 2s.— 
The Confessions of S. Augustine. 2s.— JoneB' Figurative Lan- 
guage of Scripture Explained, is. Od. 
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PRAYERS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN AND YOUNG 

PERSONS. Price 6d.| cloth 8d. 

SIMPLE PRAYERS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN from 
Two to Eight Years of age. By the Author of " Oevotions for 
the Side Room/' &c. Price 2d. 

PRAYERS FOR YOUNG PERSONS, from Twelve to 
Sixteen years of Age. By the same Aathor. Price 4d. 

PRAYERS AND SELF-EXAMINATION FOR LITTLE 
CHILDREN. Price 2d. 

PROGRESSIVE PRAYERS AND DIRECTIONS: Com- 
piled for the Instruction of Young Persons and Children. Tn Four 
Parts, bound together, price 2d.{ or in sets of foiur, 2id. j by 
post, 4d. 
J. Masts RS is anxious to meet the wants of the Clergy, by pro- 
ducing good and well printed books for Schools at very low pricet. 
These I^ayers are published as a trial, and are offered at nearly one 
half the usual charge. 

The First Part contains as much as very young children wiU bear in 
memory. As tliey grow older the Second and Third Parts may be 
added. The Fourth Part should be used when they are within a year 
or two of the time of Confirmation. 

SHORT DEVOTIONAL SERVICE FOR LENT, for 
Private and Family Use. By an English Pribst. Price 6d. 

DEVOTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PER- 
SONS. Id. New Edition. 

A FORM OF MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER 
for Family Use. By the Rev. Gsorob Dakck, B.A., Curate 
of Elford. Price 6d. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S CHAMBER COMPANION. Con- 
taining Verses, with appropriate passages from Scripture, for the 
time of dressing and undressing. Cloth, is. fid. j Morocco, 2a. Gd. 

THE CHRISTIAN CHILD'S BOOK. Parte I. and II., 
6d. each. Part I. contains suitable Prayers for a Child as taught 
by a Mother. With Questions and Answers. Part II. contidns 
Hymns on the Hours of Prayer, Festivals, &c. Bound together 
in doth, is. 

CHRISTIAN SERVANT'S BOOK OF DEVOTION, 
SELF-EXAMINATION AND ADVICE. Price Is. 6d. cloth; 
2s. limp leather. THIRD EDITION, with Engraved New 
Frontispiece. 

This is one of an intended series of Books for diflferent classes of 
Christians, humbly designed to help them to eternal happiness by the 
'* Way of God's Commands.*' It is compiled by one who is their 
servant for Jbsus' sake. 
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OXFORD POCKET EDITIONS OF THE GREEK 

AND LATIN CLASSICS. 
This series of Greek and Latio Classics combines to a greater ex- 
tent than has hitherto been attempted in this country, accuracy of 
^rpography and purity of text with cheapness and portability. With 
tnis object one of the most recent and approved texts of each author 
will be impUcitly followed, the works will be printed in a legible type, 
and strongly bound in cloth. The addition of notes does not form 
part of the plan of this collection, but in various other fcnrms, such as 
chronological tables, biograpldcal introductions, historical indices, 
&c., a large amount of information will be conveyed. Of some of the 
authors, such as Horace, Phsedrus, Juvenal, and Aristophanes, an ez- 
purgata edition will be published for the use of Schools. 

The following are now ready. 



Aristophanes, 2 vols. 68. 

iEsCHYLVS. ss. 
EUBIPIDKS. 3s. 6d. 
Hbrodotus, 2 vols. 68. 
HoMBRi Ilias. 3s. 6d. 
Odysska. 38. 

HORATIUS. 28. 



Phadrus. Is. 4d. 
Sallustius. 2s. 

SOPHOCLKS. 3s. 

Thuctdidbs, 2 vols. 68. 
ViRGiLiirs. 3s. 
XxNOPH ON — Memorabilia. 
18. 4d. 



ViROILIVS. 
HORATIUS. 



School Editions now ready. 

2s. 6d. Ph/bdrus. is. 4d. 

2s. Sallustius. is. 4d. 



A HISTORY OP THE CHURCH OF RUSSIA. By A. 
N. MouRAviBFF, Chamberlain to His Majesty, and Under-Pro- 
curator of the Most Holy Governing Synod, S. Pctersburgh, 1838. 
Translated by the Rev. R. W. Blackmorb, M.A. Formerly of 
Merton College, Oxford; and Chaplain in Constadt to the Russia 
Company; now Rector of Donhead S. Mary, Wilts. Demy 8vo., 
price lOs. 6d. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE RUSSIAN CHURCH, being 
the Primer or Spelling Book, the Shorter and Longer Catechisms, 
and a Treatise on the Duty of Parish Priests. Translated from 
the Slavonic. Russian originals by the Rev. R. W. Blackmorb, 
M.A. Demy 8vo., Ss. 



HARMONY OF ANGLICAN DOCTRINES WITH 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH OF THE EAST, which may serve as an Appendix to 
the volume entitled The Doctrine of the Russian Church, recently 
published by the Rev. R. W. Blackmorb, M.A. Demy 8vo., piiceSs. 
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ECCLESIASTIC (THE.) 

A Magrazine relating: to the afliidn of the Church, Educatiou^ &c. 

In Monthly Parts, price U. 6d. 

The ran^ of subjects which this Magrazine embraces, will appear 

from the Title choses i aad fhe rule on which It is conducted, is tiiat 

of setting: forth the distinctive principles of the Church boldly and 

UficoraiNTomisingly. 

Vols. I. to XI., including Parts I. to LXVI., witii Titles and Indexes, 
are now ready, lOs. 6d. ei^, bound in cloth. 

Now ready. 

HISTORY OF THE HOLY EASTERN CHURCH.— 
GENERAL INTRODUCTION. I. Its Geography.^II. Its £c. 
clesiology. — III. Its Liturgies, &c. By the Rev. J. M. Nkalk, 
M.A., Warden of SackviUe Cc^ege, East Grinsted. In Two lar^ 
Volumes, Demy 8vo., illustrated, price jtf S. 

APPENDIX TO THE INTRODUCTION TO THE 
HOLY EASTERN CHURCH :— containing a list of all the Sees 
in the Holy Eastern Church, with the Names of the Possessors as 
they existed in 1848. Translated from the Original Russ, with 
Notes. By the Rev. J. M. Nxalk, M.A. Price is. 

Also, lately published. 

THE HISTORY OF THE PATRIARCHATE OP 
ALEXANDRIA, from its Foundation, a.d. 44, to the Death of 
Hierotheus, 1846. By the Rev. J. M. Nkaxx, M.A. Two Vols., 
Demy 8vo., price S48. 

Also, preparing for pubUcation by the same author, 
HISTORY OF THE PATRIARCHATES OF ANTIOCH 

AND JERUSALEM. 

A LETTER TO ARCHDEACON HARE, wieh Refe3retic6 
to his Pamphlet on the Oorham case. By the Rev. J. M. Njsalb, 
M.A. 8vo., price is. 

HOR^ SACRAMENTALES. The Sacraueiital Articles 
of the Church of England vindicated tmm recent misrepresenta- 
tions, and illustrated by writings of the Compilers and last Editor, 
and by other Documents published under the Sanction of the 
Church between the yean 1636 aad 1671. By Thomas Hopkins 
Britton, M.A., Curate of Hockworthy, Devon j and late Pusey 
and Ellerton Hebrew Scholar, Oxford. Demy 8vo. Price 68. 

"We commend the treatise of Mr. Britton to the attentive study of 
all to whom fhe baptismal question appears enveloped in doubt, un- 
certainty, or ambiguity ; and to have clear and settled views on the 
subject, but to be able to explain and defend them by condndve argu- 
ments." — John Bull. 

** I thank you for the valuable book which yon have given me and 
the Chxach.**—-Buhopof EMeter at his VinttUionat S. Peter% Tiwfton, 
April a6th, 1851. 
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TENTATIVA THEOLOGICA. Per P. Antonio Perbira 
OK FiouKRBDo. Translated from the Original Portuguese, by the 
Rev. Edward H. Landon, M.A. Demy 8vo., cloth, price 9b. 

Written in 1760. Its greneral aim is to prove that an absolute control 
over liis Diocese is vested by Divine right in every Bishop j and it may 
by God's grace be useful in settling the doubts which any may enter- 
tain as to the Catholicity of our Spiritual Mother, from the fact that 
She is not in visible communion with Rome. 

THE JUDGMENTS ON BAPTISMAL REGENERA- 
TION; with Appendices containing a Reply to the Rev. W. 
Goode's Letter; to which is prefixed a Discourse on Heresy and 
Open Questions. By the Rev. W. J. Irons, B.D., Vicar of Bromp- 
taa. Demy 8vo., price 58. 

ON THE WHOLE DOCTRINE OF FINAL CAUSES. 

A Dissertation in Three Parts, with an Introductory Chapter on 
the Character of Modem Deism. By the Rev, W. J. Irons, B.D. 
Demy 8vo. doth, price 7s. 6d. 

ON THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH. A Witness 

agrainst False Philosophising, Romish Corruption, Schism, and 
wttionaUsm. By the Rev. W. J. Irons, B.D. 8vo. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

ON THE APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 1. The Doc- 
trine. 2. The Evidence. 3. The Objections. 4. TTie Summary, 
By the Rev. W. J. Irons, B.D. 8vo. cloth, price 4s. 6d. 

ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION. Being Four Lec- 
tures on tiie Synod — The Diocese — The Parish — The Priest. 
Vfitb. a Preliminary Essay on the Teaching and Priestly Offices, 
and Appendices on the Doctrine of Unitv and the Royal Suprk- 
MACv. By the Rev. W. J. Irons, B.D. Demy 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

*»* The above Three Series may be had in one volume, price iSs. 

SEQUEL TO A PAMPHLET ON THE ROYAL SU- 
PREMACY, entitled the '* Present Crisis in the Church of England," 
in Reply to the Rev. W. Maskbll and the Rev. T. W. Alliss. 
By the Rev. W. J. Irons, B.D. Demy 8vo., price is. 6d. 

BISHOP MONTAGUE'S ARTICLES OP INQUIRY 
PUT FORTH AT HIS PRIMARY VISITATION, 1638, with a 
Memoir. Fcap. 8vo., 124 pp. is. 

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST, Explained 
agreeably to the Analogy of Holy Scripture : and the Interpretation 
of its Symbols. By a Clergyman. Demy 8vo., price I4s. 

" It must be confessed that he has sought the key in the only place 
in which it can be found— in the Holy Scriptures of which the Apo- 
caljrpse lathe crowning part, and that he has pursued his difficult 
search in a proper spirit, and by a proper light— the Spirit and the 
Light of Goo."— Jfomindr Post. 

C 
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THE PEOPLE, EDUCATION, AND THE CHURCH. 
A Letter to the Right Rkt. thx Lord Bishop of Exktbr, 
occasioned by a Letter of the Rer. W. F. Ho or, D.D., to the 
Right Rbv. tbk Lobd Bishop of 8. Datid's. By tlie Rev. 
Alxzandkb Watson, M.A. is. 

"An elaborate examination of the whole suttject." — English 
Churchman. 

A LETTER TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND, especially those who are Fathers or Mothers, or 
Gtodfathers or Godmothers, or have been confirmed j containing^ 
Words of Common Sense for Ck>mmon People on the " One Bap. 
tism for the Remission of Sins." By the Rev. Albxanobr Wat- 
son, M.A. 8d. 

AN APOLOGY FOR THE PLAIN SENSE OF THE 

DOCTRINE OF THE PRAYER BOOK ON HOLY BAPTISM. 
By tiie Rev. Alkxandkr Watson, M.A. Demy 8vo., price 4s. 

A LETTER TO THE LORD BISHOP OP GLASGOW 

AND GALLOWAY ON THE PRESENT ASPECT OF CHURCH 
MATTERS. By Sir Archibald Edmonstonb, Bart. 8vo., 
price is. 

THE JUDGMENT OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

(Posterior to the Reformation) on the Sufficiency of Holy Scrip- 
ture, and the Authority of the Holy Catholic Church in matters of 
Faith ; as contained in her authorized Formularies, and Illus* 
trated by the Writings of her elder Masters and Doctors. With an 
Introduction, Notes, and Appendix. By the Rev. J. F. Russbli., 
B.C.L. Cloth, 10s. 6d. 

ANGLICAN ORDINATIONS VALID. A Refutation of 
certain Statements in the Second and Third Chapters of ** The 
Validity of Anglican Ordinations Examined. By the Very 
Reverend Peter Richard Kenrick, V.G." By the Rev. J. P. 
RassBLL, B.C.L. 8vo., price is., or is. 4d., post free. 

A REVIVAL OF OLD CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PRINCIPLES NO NEW FAITH. A few plain words addressed 
to those who think. By the Rev. W. B. Flowbb, B.A. Curate of 
Stoke Damerel, Devon. 6d. 

A PLEA FOR MUSICAL SERVICES. A Letter to the 
Bishop of London. By the Rev. W. B. Flowbr, B.A. 3d. 

WHAT SHALL BE DONE TO REGAIN THE LOST ? 
A Plea for the Poor ; or Hints for the better Working of populous 
Parishes, considered in a Letter to the Right Rev. Father in God, 
Henry, Lord Bishop of Exeter. By the Rev. W. B. Flowbr, B.A. 
Snd Edition. 1 2mo., price 4d. } by post, 6d. 
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TR£AT1S£ ON THE BNGLISH CHURCH. Containing 
Remarks on its History. The<ny, Peculiarities j the Ol^ections of 
Romanists and Dissenters i its Practical Ddfects; its Present 
Position I its Future Prospects ) and the Duties of its Members. 
By the Rev. W. Grbslbt» M.A. iamo.» inice is. 

A suitable book for lending to the middle classes. 

THE REAL DANGER OF THE CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND. By the Rer. W. Orbslbt, M.A. Sixth edition. 8vo., 9d. 

A SECOND STATEMENT OF THE REAL DANGER 
OF THE CHURCH. By the Rev. W. Gbbslbt. M.A. Third 
edition. Sto., is. 

A THIRD STATEMENT OF THE REAL DANGER 
OP THE CHURCH. By the Rev. W. Gbbslbt, M.A. New edi- 
tion. 8vo.> la. 

The above three pamphlets are now sold in one vol. Vtice 8s. (Id. 

Inastiffwnvper. 

A WORD OF REMONSTRANCE WITH THE EVAN- 
GELICALS. Addressed to the Rev. Francis Wilson, M.A,, in 
Reply tx> his pamphlet called, *' No Peace with Tractarianism." 
By the Rev. W. Gbbslbt, M.A. Price fid. 

A SECOND WORD OF REMONSTRANCE WITH 
THE EVANGELICALS, addressed to the Rev. Francis Wilson, 
in consequence of his pamphlet called, '* No Peace with Trac- 
tarianism." BytheRev. W. GBBSI.BV, M.A. Price Sd. 

A LETTER TO THE DEAN OF BRISTOL on what he 
considers the ** Fundamental Error" of Tractarianism. By the 
Rev. W. Gbbslbt, M.A. is. 

STAND FAST AND HOPE. A Letter. By the Rev. W. 
Gbbslbt, MA. 8vo.» is. 

HOLY BAPTISM : a Complete Statement of the Chnreh's 
Doctrine, with an Explanatory Comment upon Fifty Passages of 
Holy Scripture. By C. S. Gbubbbb, B.A., Incumbent of S. James, 
Hambridge. 8vo., price is. 6d. 

** A most useful Tract for Uie times, we strongly recommend it.'* 
BeeUrimHie, 

A PLAIN DISCOURSE ON THE ONE FAITH; show- 
ing the Way to Keep it— the Way to Lose it->the Way to Find it. 
By C. 8. Gbubbbb, B.A. Price is. 

** An admirable Sermon— plain and convincing."— £fv. CAMrpAman. 

PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND SINCE 
THE REFORMATION. l8mo., in a neat wrapper (kL, or (doth 
gd. Reprinted flrom the " Ecclesiastic." 
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THE UNION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND TEMPO- 
RAL AUTHORITIES IN ONE AND THE SAME ECCLESIAS- 
TICAL COURT. A Letter to the Right Hon. William Gladstone, 
M.P. By the Rev. W. P. Ward, M.A., Rector of Compton Va- 
lence. Second edition, with an Appendix, 8vo., Is. 

A PREMONITION TO THE PRIESTHOOD touching 
an Assnmed Use of the H0I7 Scriptures as an Elementary Book. 
By the Rev. R. Woods, Rector of Derver, Ireland. 6d. 

" Placed as an elementary hook In his hand, without a well devised 
clue in his mind, the Bible comes before the inexperienced in a de- 
tached and exclusive manner, insomuch that artful management can 
delude ignorant or half-taught youth to apply its sacred contents to 
the most contradictory opinions." — Extract, 

DEMONIACAL POSSESSION; its Natare and Cessation. 
A Prize Essay. By the Rev. Thouas Woodward, M.A., For- 
merly Scholar of Trinity College, Dublin } Curate Assistant of 
Fetiiard, in the Diocese of Cashel. Demy 8vo., price ss. 

" Mr. Woodward is well known as an accomplished scholar ; in this 
work he ably traces the msdignant agency of our great enemy in 
directly counterworking the schemes of Providence — we must say 
that it will indeed repay a perusal j as a mere specimen of masterly 
writing it will please all admirers of classical £nglish.">-J>iiMm Pott, 

CONGREGATIONAL INDEPENDENTS. An Inquiry 
into their Faith and Practice. By the Rev. H. Wbat, M.A., Curate 
of Eirkham. Price 8d. This Tract is printed for distribution. 

ECCLESIASTICAL RESTORATION AND REFORM.— 

No. I. Considerations and Practical Suggestions on Church Rates, 
—Parish Officers, — Education of the Poor, — Cemeteries. — ^No. II. 
The Education Question Practically Considered with a view to the 
Reconciliation of Differences without the Concession of Principle. 
A Letter to the Rev. H. W. Bellairs, M.A., one of Her Majesty's 
Inspectors of Church Schools. By the Rev. Walter Blunt, 
M.A., Incumbent of S. Mary's, Soho. Demy 8vo., price is. each. 

THE USE AND ABUSE OF CHURCH BELLS. 

With Practical Suggestions concerning them. By the Rev. Wal- 
TBR Blunt, M.A. 8vo. price 6d. ; or 8d. by post. 

A PLEA FOR SISTERHOODS. Price 3d. 

It is remarkable how God has kindled in our younger women a 
strong deirire to serve Him in those almost Missionary offices amongst 
their own sex which belong to them. 

RECORD OF THE COLLEGE OF CHRIST CHURCH, 
BRECON. By the Rev. Jermtn Pratt. 8vo., Is. 2nd edition. 
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AN ESSAY ON SISTERHOODS IN THE ENGLISH 
CHURCH. By the Rev. W. £. Sbllon, Rector of Llangaa. 
Price is., by post la. 4d. 

A VOICE FROM THE NORTH. An Appeal to the 
Catholics of the Church of England on behalf of their Church. 
By S. B. Harpkr, Priest. In a paper cover, 28. 

No. 1. State of the Dogmatic Teaching of the English ChurclL 
2. Legal Position of the English Church. 
S. Internal Disorganization of the English Churcli. 
4. Hie Remedy for the Want of Dogmatic Unity— Legal PositioB 
— and Int^malDisorganization— of the Holy Catholic Church. 

" A vigorous protest against laxity, and the production of a writer 
who is quite alive to the exigencies of the times, and equal to them." 
— Engliah Review. 

INCREASE OF ROMANISM IN ENGLAND, By the 
Rev. Hbnry Nbwland, M.A., Rector and Vicar of Westbonrne^ 
Read at the Quarterly Meeting of the South Church Union, at 
Brighton, Feb. 6tb, 1S51. Fcap. 8vo., 3d. 

HOLINESS IN THE PRIEST'S HOUSEHOLD ES- 
SENTIAL TO THE HOLINESS OF THE PARISH. A Plain 
Address to my Househcdd. By a Clb&oyman. ismo. Price 
6d., or 8d. by post. 

THE CHRIStlAN SACRIFICE IN THE EUCHARIST ; 

considered as it is the doctrine of Holy Scripture, embraced by 
the Universal Church of the first and purest times, by the Church 
of England, and by the Episcopal Church in Scotland. By the 
Right Rev. Albxanobr Jollt, D.D., late Bishop of Moray. 
I2mo., cloth. Second Edition, price is. 6d. 

CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST. Bemg 
a Plea for the more Devout and Solemn Celebration of that Sacra> 
ment. Reprinted firom the " Ecclesiastic.*' Price 6d. 

THE SCOTTISH CHURCH AND THE ENGLISH 

SCHISMATICS: being Lbttbrs on thb Rkcbvt Schism in 
Scotland. With a Dedicatory Epistle to the Right Reverend 
the Bishop of Qlasgow j and a Documentary Appendix. By the 
Rev. RoBBRT Montoohbbt, M.A., Oxon., Author of "TTie 
Gom»el in Advance <rf the Age," *' Lutlier," &c.- ss. 

NoTiGB. — The attention of Churchmen is req^ctfnliy requested to 
this publication, which all the Scottish Prelates, as well as many of the 
English and American ones, have pronounced to be the most adequate 
exponent of the fiibject there discussed. 

STRICTURES ON THE DUKE OF ARGYLL'S ESSAY 

ON THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. By 
David Aitchison, M.A., Archdeacon of Argyll and the Isles. 
8vo., doth, price 28. 6d. 

c 2 
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OBSERVATIONS UPON THE SEVERAL SUNDAY 

SBRTICES AND PRINCIPAL HOLT DATS PRESCRIBED BT 
THE L1T0R6T THROUGHOUT THE TEAR; with a few 
Seneral remarks npcmtlie deng:n of the infenor Holy Days. Bytlie 
Rislit Rer. Albzandbr Jollt, D.D. Bcinc »b humble attempt to 
iOustrate the doctrinal as well as derotiimal tendency of each ; 
fbmishini^ matter of devout reflectioii to the sinoere Christian. 
To which is pvefixed a brief Memoir by the Bight Rer. Jambs 
Walkxr, D.D., Bishop and Primos. Fcp. 8To., ctotti, (Is., Gsdi; 
8b. Od. 

CATHOLICITY OP THE CHURCH'S LOVE, AND 
BUMILITT OF HER CEREMONIAL. Fbnr Letters in Reply 
to a Devout Layman. By an English Priest. Royal 18mo., 
price (kL 

DIGE^ OF THE LAW OF MOSES, Moral, Civil, Cere- 
mooial. 4tD. , ^ioe Ss. M. 

THE DOCTRINE OF HOLY BAPTISM BRIEFLY 
EXPLAINED, in its Practical Uses. By the Rev. C. E. Douglass, 
B.A., Corate of Brighton. Price is. Od. 

A SYSTEMATIC ANALYSIS OP BISHOP BUTLER'S 
TREATISE on raa Anaxoot ov Rklioiom to thb Cowstitu- 
Tioir ov NATvaa, so far as rdates to Natural Religion ; to which 
is added. Some Consideralians on Certain Afgnments therein ad- 
advanced. By the Rev. HENRT H. DUKE, B JL, Vicar of West- 
bury, Wflts. 8vo.,cloth,4s. M. Interleaved, (Ss. 

LIST OF SERVICE BOOKS according to the Uaeg of 
the AngUcaa Church, with the Date, Size, Flaoe, and to whom 
they b^ong. Containing Breviaries, Diomals, Expositlo Hymno- 
ram etSequentiarom, Oradoal, Hone, Hymni, L^endse, Mannals, 
Missals, and Psalters, ftc. 8vo. doth, price 3s. 6d. 

CANON CHANT MANUAL. Being the Solemn, Staid, 
and Eaphanioas Mode of Chanting the Psalms and O m t l c f f Ji, as 
done in Olden Times. By William Masow, Churchwarden of 
All Saints' Church, Necton. Price 6d. 

HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE OFFICE OF CHO- 
RISTERS. By fhs Rev. Jambs Elwin Millard, MJL, Head 
Master of Magdalene College School, Oxford. Fc«q;». 8vo. doth, 
price ii». Od. 

MEMORIAL OF THE CHURCHWARDENS OF THE 
PARISH OP WESTBOURNE, to the Right Rev. the Lord Hshop 
of Chichester, with His Lordship's Reply ; also, a Letter ftom ttie 
Rev. Henry Newland, Rector and Vicar of Weatbotmie, to the 
Lord Bishop. 8d. « 

THE CHURCH IN THE CLOISTERS ; or, MONKS 

AND MONASTERIES. Being an Account of English Monachism. 
By the Rev. Samukl Fox, M.A., F.S.A., Rector of Morley. Royal 
isnio. dotB, price 6s, 
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SCCLESZOLO0ZCAL AND ABCHITECTUBAL. 

Published every alternate month, price is. 6d. 

ECCLESIOLOGIST (THE). 

Pablished under the Superinteodence of the Ecclbsiolooical 
I.ATS Cambhidob Camdbn Socibtt. 

Ten Volames are now published, and may be had at the following 
prices, in doth:— Vol. I., 58. 6d.} Vol. II., with Two Engravings, 
fis. 0d. ; Vol. III., with Seven Engravings, Os. 6d.; Vol. lY., (New 
Series, I.) with Four Engravings, 88. j Vol. V., (N. S. II.) with Three 
Engravings, 88. fid. ; Vol. VI. (N. 8. III.) with Three Engravings, 
price 78. 6d. j Vol. VII. (N.S. IV.) with Three Engravings, 88.; Vol. VIII. 
(N. S. V.) with Engravings, lls.| Vol. IX. (N. S. VI.) lis. VoL X. 
(N. S. VII.) with Engravings ISS. Vol. XI. (N. S. VIII.) 88. fld. 



Tbb work foras th« oalf eonplete history of th« improrements in Church Arehltoe- 
ture. New Choichca, BMtorttioni, aad other Eecloilutical BoUdinn, Architeetaral 
SoeietiM,iiMOl841. 



'*The rood of tb« Church Is th« one great end to which all the Society's reionrces 
and all its energies hare hitherto been, and will continue to be, deroted."— ^(i<fr«M. 
No. I. 1841. 

A HAND-BOOK OF ENGLISH ECCLESIOLOGY. 

By the Ecclesiological late Cambridge Camden Society. In- 
tended as a Companion for Church Tourists, with an Appendix 
containing the names and features of the churches in each county. 
In Demy l8mo., doth, 7s., or strongly bound in limp Calf and 
interleaved, lOs. fid. With an Index of Subjects. 

SKETCHES OP CONTINENTAL ECCLESIOLOGY. 

Ecdesiolf^cal Notes in Belgium, ''the Rhenish Provinces, Ba- 
varia, Tyrol, Lombardy, Tuscany, the Papal States, and Piedmont, 
By the Rev. Bbnjamin Wbbb, M.A., of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. Demy 8vo. doth, price ISs. 

*< Those iriio have travelled in Mr. Webb's track, (the usual route 
of Continental Travellers,) as well as those who are about to do so, 
wUl And his work a pleasant and valuable companion. We have 
already said how highly its merits will be appreciated by those for 
whom it was more particularly written. It teems with Architectsural, 
Ecclesiological, and Ritual Details."— Ouardtan. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL NOTES ON THE ISLE OF MAN, 
ROSS, SUTHERLAND, AND THE ORKNEYS ; or, a Summer 
FUgrimage to S. Maughold and S. Magnus. By the Rev. J. M. 
Nbalx, M.A.. Warden of Sackville College, East Qrinsted. Fcap. 
8vo. doth, price 8s. fid. 
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THE ECCLESIOLOGIST'S GUIDE to the CHURCHES 

WITHIN A CIRCUIT OF SEVEN MILES ROUND CAMBRIDGE. 
With Map and Introductory Remarks. By F. A. Palxt, M.A. 
Price as. 

HIERURGIA AN6LICANA ; or, Documents and Extracts 
ninstrative of the Ritual of the Church of England after the 
Reformation. 8to. cloth, price iss. 

"Those who are unacquainted with the ornaments used in the 
Church of England by Authority of Parliament in the Second year of 
the Reign of King Edward VI. will find in the Hierurgia copious 
information derived from aathentic sources respecting them, and 
authorities for their nBe,**-^Eeele8iologi$t, 

PRACTICAL REMARKS ON SOME OF THE MINOR 

ACCESSORIES TO THE SERVICES OF THE CHURCH, with 
Hints on the Preparation of Altar Cloths, Pede Cloths, and other 
Ecclesiastical Furniture. Addressed to Ladies and Churchwar- 
dens. By Gilbert J. Frbnch. Foolscap 8yo., with Engrav- 
ings, price 4s. hoards. 

HINTS ON ORNAMENTAL NEEDLEWORK, as applied 
to Ecclesiastical Purposes. Containing directions for those ladies 
who can give their time to the Service of the Church. l6mo. 
boards, with numerous Engravings. Price ss. 

ECCLESIASTICAL EMBROIDERY. Working Patterns of 
Flowers, of the full size, firom Ancient Examples. Published under 
the superintendence of tiie Ecdesiological Society. On Sheets, 
Nos. 1 to IS, 6d. each; or in Three Parts, 8s. eadi} by poet, 
Ss. fid. 

CHURCHES OP SCARBOROUGH, FILEY, AND THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. By the Rev. G. A. Poolk, M.A., and Johw 
West Huoall, Architect. In Foolscap 8vo., illustrated with 
numerous Engravings. Price Ss. fid. Cheap edition in paper 
eover, 2s. fid. 

" A pleasing specimen of what an ecclesiastical praxi$ should be.*'— 
CkrttHan Bemembraneer, 

CHURCH WALKS IN MIDDLESEX. Being a Series 
of Ecclesiological Notes in detail of all the Churches in the country 
districts, in number upwards of sixty, arranged in groups of from 
four to six in each, making agreeable days' excursions from Lon- 
don. To which is added an introductory chapter on the Eccle. 
Biological features of the county generally j also a concluding 
paper on the existing Ecclesiastical Remains of London, of a date 
prior to the Great Fire. By Jobn Hanson Sfbrlino, B.A., Trini^ 
College, Cambridge. Assistant Curate of Kensington. Demy 
lamo. cloth, price 3s. fid. 
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THE ARRANGEMENT OP PARISH CHURCHES 
CONSIDERED, in a Paper read before the Cambridge Archi- 
tectural Society, on February 18, 1848. By the Rev. J. W. 
Hbwbtt, of Trinity CoUeg:e. 8to., 6d. 

PROPORTION IN GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE. Bv 
the Rev. P. Frkbman, Principal of the Diocesan School, Chi- 
chester. 8VO., with plates, price as. 6d. 

PRINCIPLES OP CHURCH RESTORATION. By 
Edward A. FasRif an, M.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford. 
8vo., price is. 

A HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE. By E. A. Freeman, 
M.A. 8vo., doth, price Us. 

" No one can open his pages without deriving the greatest benefit 
and instruction, both from the largeness of his views, and the aUlity 
with which he supports them." — ChriaHan Remembrancer. 

" We have no hesitation in recommending Mr. Frxbh an's book 
as worthy to take its place on the same shelf with tiie few that can be 
looked upon as standard works on Architecture.'* — Momb^ Pott, 

** We may certainly call it the most important work in Architectural 
literature which has yet appeared." — Eceiesiaatie, 

** The examination into the artistic history of Gothic Architecture 
is acute and philosophical."— Btn'Ma". 
"Evidently the result of much and original thinking." — Aihefunan, 

A HISTORY OP ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE 
IN ENGLAND. By the Rev. G. A. Pools, M.A., Rector of 
Welford. Svo. doth., price 12s. 

This volume combines a general history of the greater English 
Ecclesiastical Architects of the middle ages, with an equally general 
view of their works, and of the characters which distiug^h Uie build- 
ings of their respective ages. 

CHURCHES, THEIR STRUCTURE, ARRANGE- 
MENT, ORNAMENTS, ETC. By the Rev. G. A. Pools, M.A. 
Price is. 6d., doth gilt, 28. 6d. 

ARCHITECTURAL SKETCHES ON THE CONTI- 
NENT. By Ororor Trubfitt, Architect. Sixty Engraved 
Subjects, Demy 4to. doth, price lOs. 6d. 

"A good idea and not unsuccessfully executed. The author is a 
young man of whom, from this promise, we venture to antidpate a 
good deal. He Justly says, much may be learnt firom the villages and 
byways of foreign countries, just as in our own,**— Eeeletlologiat, 
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DESIGNS FOR COUNTRY CHURCHES. Bj Geobos 

Trubfitt, Architect. In one volame Imperial 4to.> doth, S6s. 
to Sabscriben ; SOs. to Non-Sub8cribers. 

They contain a series of Twenty Perspective Views (with smail plans) , 
in ink lithography on tinted paper, witii descriptive letter-press. 

A TRACT UPON TOMBSTONES ; or, Suggestioiu for the 
oonsideratian of Persons intendinsr to set up that kind of Monn- 
ment to the Memory of Deceased Friends. By the Rev. F. E. 
Paost, M.A., Rector of Blford. Demy Bvo., with munerons 
niiutrattons. Second Edition, price is., or is. ad. by post. 

CHRISTIAN MEMORIALS. Being a Series of Designs 
for Headstones, &c., designed and drawn on stone by William 
Osmond, Jan., SaUsbnry. 4to. doth, 168. 

SUNTER'S ORNAMENTAL DESIGNS FOR GRAVE- 
STONES. On a large sheet containing Twenty-foor Examples in 
tinted lithography. Price Ss., by post as. 6d. 

REMARKS ON CHRISTIAN GRAVESTONES, with 
Working Drawings. By the Rer. Ecclbs J. CABTaa, M.A., 
of Exeter College, Oxford, Minor Canon of Bristol Cathedral. 
Demy 8vo., price 8s. 6d. 

BOOK OF MEDIAEVAL ALPHABETS. Oblong 4to., 
in paper cover, price as. 

Tb Gravestone Cutters, Painters, and Decorators, the above will be 
found an invaluable vadi m9€um. 
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A Few Words to Churchwardens 

On Churches and Church Ornaments. No. I. Suited to Country 
Parishes. Now ready, the Fourteenth Edition, revised. Price 3d. 
or 218. -pex hundred. 

A Few Words to Churchwardens 

On Churches and Church Ornaments. No. II.,. Suited to Tbwn or 
Manufacturing Parishes. Sixth Edition. Price 3d. 

A Few Words to Church-Builders. 

Third Edition, entirely rewritten. Price Is. 

Appendix to the former Editions of a "Few 

Words to Church-Builders** ; containing Lists of Models for Win- 
dows, Fonts, and Rood-screens. Price 6d. 

A Few Words to Parish Clerks and Sextons. 

Designed for Country Parishes. A Companion to the " Few Words 
to Churchwardens.'* Second Edition. Price 2d. 

A Few Words to Churchwardens; 

Abridged from the Two Tracts so named. Third Edition. On a 
sheet, for distribution, or suspension in Vestry- Rooms. 

Advice to Workmen employed in Restoring a 

Church. New Edition. On a Sheet, for distribution, or suspen- 
sion in Vestry- Rooms. 

Advice to Workmen employed in Building a 

Church. New Edition. On a sheet, for distribution, or suspen- 
sion in Vestry- Rooms. 

Church Enlargement and Church Arrangement. 6d. 
The History and Statisticks of Pues. 

Fourth Edition, corrected, with very many additions. 28. 6d. 

A Supplement to the First and Second Editions 

of '* The History of Pues,** containing the additional matter insearted 
in the Third Edition. Price Is. 

Twenty-four Reasons for getting rid of Church 

Pues. Ninth Edition. Price id. each, or 58. per 100. 

An Argument for the Greek Origin and Meaning 

of the Monogram I H S. Price is. 6d. 

On the History of Christian Altars, 

A Paper read before tiie Cambridge Camden Society, Nov. 28, 1844. 
Price 6d. Second Edition. 

The Orientator. 

A Simple Contrivance for ascertaining the Orientation of Churches. 
In a case, with Directions for use and Catalogue of Saints' Days. 
Price 28. 
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Church Schemes; 

Or Forms for the cbuBsifled description of a Chnrdi. Sixteenth 
Editicm, in Folio and Qnarto, price is. per dozen. 

The Report of the Society for 1847-8-9 ; 

Together with a List of the Members, Laws, &c., of the Sodetjr. 
Price is. (This exhibits a general view of the constitation, otgects, 
and operations of the Sodetf.) 
[Ccpies of the Reports for 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844, may 

stiUbehad.] 

■ 

The Transactions of the Cambridge Camden Society. 

PartL 58. 6d. PartlL Os. PartllL 78. fid. In one tqL doth. 
Price los. 

Working Drawings of the Middle-Pointed Chancel 

of All Saints, Hawton, Nottinghamshire. Engraved in Oatline by 
Mr. J. Lk Kbux, Sen. Atlas folio, ^l. 68. (To Members, j£l. is. ) 

This work contains Flans, Sections, and Elevations of <me of the 
finest spedmens of Parochial Pointed Architecture in the kingdom. 

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Some Account of the Chnrch and its Restoration, with an audited 
Statement of the Treasurer's Acoonnt. Price fid. 

An Exterior View of the Same (as restored by the 

Cambridge Camden Sodety.) A Thited Lithograph, 2s. fid. 

The Interior of S. Sepulchre's, Cambridge : 

Taken immediately after its Restoration. A Thited Lithograph, is. 

A Lithograph of the Font and Cover in the Church 

of S. Edward the Confessor, Cambridge, (as restored by the Cam- 
bridge Camden Society.) is. fid. plain; India paper, 28. 

Stalls and Screenwork in S. Mary's, lAncaster. 

A Ttasted Lithograph. Price is. 



KUMxAtioM ot ifHonummtal KtaMti. 

With accompanying historical descr^itions, and many Architectoral 
Iraiographs. Comjdete In fi parts. 

No. II. 6s. plain J India-paper Proofis, 7s. fid. 
Nos. I., III., lY., v., and VI., 8a. plain j India-paper Prooft, lOa. fid. 

fnfttrummta ^ctUiiiaticii. 

Vol 1, jtfl. lis. fid. 

Second Series, pabUshed on alternate months, price 2s. fid. each. 
Parts 1 to 4, now ready, containing Plan for Cemetery Chapel, lich 
House, Desks, Qables, Wooden Chordies, &c. 



